8700 Hastings St., Port Hardy, BC
250-949-7811 www.sportybar.ca

NORTH
ISLAND
TREE SERVICE

Proud to Call the Horth Joland oun Fome

WINTER SALE!
10% off jobs over $1,000
until March 31, 2026

* Tree Removal

T rimming & i
&4+ Lot Clearing

* View Enhancement
*Hedge Trimming
« Skidsteer Services
Bt - Brush Chipping

Our service areas
include Port McNeill, 4
Sayward, Woss, Port |

Hardy, Port Alice, 3
and surrounding
communities.

.. FulyInsured,

250-203-5324

northislandtreeservice.ca

Gutter Done!
250-230-7663

WWW.CARSON-ROOFINC.COM

The North Island

Celebrating ‘“True North Island’ Life

Helping you is what we do>

North Island

REALTOR®
778-886-5219

melanie_mcrann@hotmail.com

e UM Advance Realty
RS 47035 Market Street

Port Hardy, BC
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A Wild Season

The Tri-Port U18 Wild capped off an outstanding season by winning the VIAHA U18C Female playoff banner this
past weekend in Port Hardy. In Saturday’s semifinal games at Don Cruickshank Memorial Arena, the Wild defeated
the Victoria Reign U18 C2 10-1, while the Victoria Reign U18 C3 team advanced with a 6—1 win over the Campbell
River Hurricanes. The victories set up Sunday’s championship matchup between Tri-Port Wild and Victoria Reign
C3 where the Wild secured the playoff title to go along with their regular-season league banner, finishing the 2025-26
season as double banner winners.

North Island owned & operated

made 1n
Hardy
murder

A second-degree murder
charge has been laid in the
death of Real Menard of Port
Hardy.

On Oct. 6, 2024, at 4:33
p.m. Port Hardy RCMP re-
ceived a report of an injured
person located on a path near
Rupert Street.

The person was transported
to hospital where they suc-
cumbed to their injuries.

The deceased was identified
as 84-year-old Menard.

In the morning of March 6,
2026, the Vancouver Island
Integrated Major Crime Unit
investigators, with assistance
from Prince Rupert RCMP
officers, arrested a man with-
out incident.

The BC Prosecution Service
approved one count of sec-
ond-degree murder against
54-year-old John Jensen.
Jensen remains in custody
pending his next court ap-
pearance.

michelle@carson-roofing.com
carson-roofing.com 250-230-ROOF (7663)
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BHP invests $150,000 in community learning

By Trish Weatherall
A new grant from BHP
will help strengthen free
learning opportunities in
communities across North
Vancouver Island. BHP
has awarded Mount Wad-
dington Family Literacy
Society (MWFLS) $50,000
per year for the next three
years, for a total investment
of $150,000.

“BHP is actively caring for
the water and lands at their
former Island Copper Mine
site and continues to sup-
port local communities and
First Nations in the North
Island through important
initiatives and programs
like those provided by the
Mount Waddington Family
Literacy Society,” said Jay
Hartling, Principal Indig-
enous Engagement, NOJV
and Legacy Assets, North
America at BHP.

“The Mount Waddington
Family Literacy Society
has grown so much over the
past few years,” said Laura

Kaminker, co-chair of the
MWEFLS Board of Direc-
tors. “We’ve been able to
provide more and different
services to North Island
folks, expanding into food
literacy, digital literacy,
English-language learning,
and after school programs.
With increased program-
ming comes increased ad-
ministration costs, so fund-
ing is always top-of-mind.
These generous funds from
BHP will allow the Soci-
ety to continue to deliver a
wide range of programming
for the next three years.
We are deeply grateful that
BHP has recognized the So-
ciety’s work and is helping
to make that work possi-
ble.”

One of BHP’s focus areas
is, “Thriving, empowered
communities that contrib-
ute to long-term prosperity
and resilience.” Literacy
programs create opportuni-
ties for people of all ages to
build skills and confidence.

Por+ Adice

Gateway to the Wild West Coast

VILLAGE OF PORT ALICE
PUBLIC NOTICE

2026-2030 Financial Plan Presentation

TUESDAY MARCH 24, 2026 at 6:30 p.m.

In the Larry Pepper Room at the Community Centre

As required under Section 166 of the Community Charter, The
Village of Port Alice will be presenting the proposed 2026-2030
Financial Plan in an open meeting.

The Presentation will be also be available on www.portalice.ca in
advance. Please send any questions to cao@portalice.ca before
4:00 pm on Monday March 23, 2026.

If you have any questions with respect to the process or require
information prior to the meeting please call the Village Office at
(250) 284-3391.

Bonnie Danyk
CAO/CFO
Village of Port Alice

They help adults overcome
barriers to employment and
community  participation,
help children improve read-
ing skills and encourage
families to learn together.

“BHP have been amazing
to work with and are very
committed to supporting
literacy initiatives in the
North Island region,” said
Donna Merry, co-chair of
the MWFLS Board of Di-
rectors.

“With this multi-year sup-
port the Society can focus
on literacy programming
for all ages and improving
governance to support this
growing organization for
the long term.

Quick fact: the Society
currently supports five part-
time coordinators and five
casual facilitators who en-
gage across the region for
pre-school, school-aged
and adult literacy learners.
“Thank you, BHP and all
of the staff and volunteers
who support literacy activi-
ties in our region. It is much
appreciated!”

The Mount Waddington
Family Literacy Society
works with communities,

‘AWAT'SI

d
Photo —Kathy O’Reilly

BHP Legacy Assets Manager for Canada Stacey Hannam and Principal Indigenous
Engagement, NOJV and Legacy Assets, North America Jay Hartling present $150,000
to Mount Waddington Family Literacy Society Co-Chairs Laura Kaminker and Donna

Merry.

schools and organizations
to support literacy and
learning on North Vancou-

ONSTRUCTION

OMPANY

Building Relationships

ver Island. Ongoing free
programs include Mother
Goose On-the-Go for fami-

ESIGN BUILD

ONSTRUCTION

ONSTRUCTION MANAGEMENT SERVICES

ENERAL CONTRACTOR

IVIL CONSTRUCTION

REFABRICATION & MODULAR SERVICES

MERGENCY RESPONSE
ESIGN BUILD SERVICES

lies, reading tutors for chil-
dren and Community Adult
Literacy Programs.

David Neal, PMP PMI Membe
Construction Manager

P: (250) 230.6990
Davidn@kawatsiconstruction.ca (y
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McNeill seniors project impacted
by community housing cancellation

By Kathy O’Reilly

A seniors’ housing project in Port Mc-
Neill is another victim of the provincial
government’s cancellation of the Commu-
nity Housing Fund stream for 2026.

The Town of Port McNeill had applied to
BC Housing’s Community Housing Fund
for approximately $4 million for the de-
velopment of eight new affordable seniors
housing units on town-owned land located
at 1820 Furney Place.

“We are very disappointed that the work
we have put in over the years to have an
excellent project ready to go has been de-
layed by a government that has kept the
spending up in the urban centres but has
curtailed it in the rural communities,” said
Mayor James Furney.

“Municipalities are legislated to balance
their yearly budgets unlike the Provincial

or Federal governments.

“We operate like any household; trying
not to spend what isn’t coming in,” Fur-
ney said.

“This shovel ready project includes a
Town owned parcel of land that is serviced
and ready for development,” said Chief
Administrative Officer Brenda Johnson.

“We were very hopeful to receive the
provincial funding to make it a reality,
but the recent announcement that the CHF
will not proceed, has put those plans on
hold. Seniors’ housing is a priority, and
the Town will continue to explore oth-
er funding sources where possible,” said
Johnson.

The BC Housing Community Housing
Fund (CHF) supports the creation of af-
fordable rental housing throughout British
Columbia.

Photo — Christopher Knight
Steam Donkey Placed

A restored circa 1927 steam donkey, used as a winch, is moved into place on the Port
McNeill waterfront. Steam donkeys replaced horses and oxen for dragging heavy logs.

White or red clam chowder - which do you prefer?

By Susan Holbrook

I’'m still going to talk about health but I'm going to be
switching things up a bit by honouring my foodie side!
There’s always a debate over which type of clam chowder
is best...the red Manhattan chowder or the white Boston
style.

My preference had been Boston but a trip to the now
closed but famous Cannery Restaurant operated by the pi-
oneering restauranteur Bud Kanke changed my mind.

The Cannery Seafood House was a legendary, high-end
restaurant located in the Port of Vancouver, operating from
1971 until it closed permanently after the 2010 Olympics.
It was known for its scenic Burrard Inlet views and clas-
sic seafood, but it fell victim to rising costs and increased
security regulations after 9/11. Bud opened several won-
derful restaurants in his time including Mulvaney’s, Joe
Fortes, The Fish House in Stanley Park and more.

He passed away just a few months ago. When I lived on
the lower mainland, I got to visit his establishments and
enjoy some amazing food.

I find that eating out can be a challenge when you are try-
ing to eat healthy, but Bud’s restaurants sought to use fresh
ingredients, and I always found many healthy choices on

the menus including the Cannery’s unique clam chowder.

Clams are highly nutritious, low-fat, and high-protein
shellfish, acting as an exceptional source of vitamin B12
(providing over 500% DV), iron, potassium, and omega-3
fatty acids.

They support immune function, cardiovascular health,
and energy levels. A 3-ounce serving offers 12.5-22g of
protein, making them a dense source of nutrients.

I’ve loved various types of chowder for years and so let’s
not get stuck on just ‘clam’ chowder. The recipe from the
Cannery I'm going to share with you can certainly be
tailored to your tastes. So, think prawns, crab, lobster or
some type of fish.

Now what is different about The Cannery recipe? It’s a
combination of both Manhattan and Boston. I got lucky on
a fishing trip to Ucluelet years ago and found a Cannery
Cookbook in the gift shop.

I snapped that up! So, I have the real deal recipe! Here it
is...with my twist.

Cannery Clam Chowder

serves 6

6 cups fish stock (you can use clam juice as well or com-
bine with some chicken stock)

‘Services
Professional installations

Gutter and eavestrough installation

Downspout cleanouts

Leaf gutter guards * Gutter cleaning

Soft wash siding, soffit, and exterior
gutter cleaning * Exterior windows

GUTTER
SOLUTIONS

Y% cup butter

Y5 cup flour (if gluten sensitive use tapioca flour)

Y cup carrots (peeled and diced)

Y4 celery (diced)

Y4 cup onion (peeled and diced)

Y2 cup potato (peeled and diced)

Y4 cup bell pepper (any colour, diced)

Y4 cup tomato paste

3 Ibs fresh clams (steamed and shucked or 1 can baby
clams)

1 %2 TBSP Worcestershire Sauce

1 TBSP Frank’s Hot Sauce (optional)

Y% cup whipping cream

Melt the butter in a large pot and sauté all vegetables until
onions are translucent.

Stir occasionally.

Add the flour to make a roux. Blend in the tomato paste.
Stir in the stock a bit at a time, blending well.

Simmer for 45 minutes, stirring occasionally.

Add the clams and other ingredients. Season with pink
salt and pepper to taste.

Please visit my website for more information and recipes.
www.co-creativehealthsolutions.com

250-230-4705
250-230-4719

G7guttersolutions@gmail.com

Based in Port McNeill

Serving the entire North Island
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Celebrating “True North Island’ Life

The North Island Eagle is published each Friday in Port Hardy, British Columbia, Canada, as a sole
proprietorship located at Box 2167, Port Hardy, BC, VON 2P0. The content of The Eagle is copyright
and reproduction without the proper written consent is strictly prohibited.

— Our beautiful First Nation’s eagle (kwikw) courtesy Nakwaxda’xw artist Davis Henderson

Cover eagle photo James O’Reilly
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Rupert curling club
spices things up

By Kathy O’Reilly

There is going to be something new in the
house at the Fort Rupert Curling Club in
Port Hardy.

The club is hosting a tasty fund-raiser -
the Sweep the Heat Chili Cook Off - Satur-
day, April 18, from 6 p.m. to 9 p.m.

“Over the years we have seen a decrease
in curlers and our bonspiels haven’t been
bringing in the revenue they once have,”
said Jen Hunchuk.

As aresult, the Curling Rink Events Com-
mittee erupted as an attempt to try and
make money through the spring and sum-
mer months to help offset the curling club
costs for the fall and winter.

“As a committee we want to do something

different. Bring events to Port Hardy that
are novelty, new, something not done be-
fore. The chili cook off is a start to some up
and coming events,” Hunchuk said. “We’re
hoping to have one per ‘term’ or one even
every couple of months. We just really
want to see how this one goes and if it’s a
success we hope to have more.”

Tickets for the event are $20 per person
for a cedar plank flight of chilis to taste.
The cost for a chef to enter is $25 which
will be pooled for prize money.

The club is hoping to sell 60 tickets and to
have at least six chili chefs.

The winning chili chefs win the title of
queen or king.

Tickets are available on Eventbrite.

Port Hardy dance aids
cancer-stricken famailies

Put on your dancing shoes, Port Hardy, the
End2End cancer charity ride wants to say
thank you.

Last June, the Vancouver Island organi-
zation got a great reception on the North
Island when it staged a 1,000 kilometre,
non-stop cy-
cling relay
from Victoria
to Port Hardy
and back.

So, now, the
group is put-
ting on a fami-
ly dance at the
community
centre on Sat-
urday, March
28.

“We want to show that End2End appreci-
ates and is part of this community, that it’s
more than a once-a-year presence,” says
Port Hardy’s Sandra Boyd, who leads the
organization’s efforts on the North Island.

The dance will feature the Victoria dad
band Big Font, whose musicians include
two of the eight cyclists who rode in last
year’s gruelling relay. The riders, travel-
ling in pairs, took turns pedalling up and
down the Island round-the-clock, finishing
the gruelling challenge in under 48 hours.

“It was tough, but it was for a good
cause,” Boyd says. The relay was a fund-
raiser for the Island Kids Cancer Associ-
ation, a small, frontline charity that helps
the families of cancer-stricken children on

Vancouver Island.

“IKCA does wonderful work, but they
need money to do it,” says Boyd. “That’s
where End2End comes in. We put on fund-
raising events so that IKCA can help the
families. Like our slogan says, it’s Island-
ers helping Is-
landers. All the

money stays
here.”
Dance tickets

-- $10 for those
aged 12 and up,
$5 for those 11
and under -- are
available at Sco-
tiabank in Port
Hardy or by
e-transferring
mabelscrew @gmail.com.

End2End has enjoyed significant support
from the North Island. Lisa Harrison of
Love Local Marketing has been volunteer-
ing social media and communication ser-
vices for the organization. The Airport Inn
not only donated money but offered beds
for End2End’s weary support crew. Port
McNeill’s Mugz 2.0 Coffee House sold
cookies for the cause. The cyclists enjoyed
a celebration at the Port Hardy Seniors
Centre when they reached the halfway
point of last year’s journey.

The second annual End2End relay will be
held June 16-18, including a turnaround
stop in Port Hardy on June 17. For more
information, go to End2Endcancer.com.

Photo — Robin Quirk, Robin’s Eye Photography
Puffy Feather Jacket
A puffed up Song Sparrow. To stay warm, birds will puff up their feathers to create
added insulation by trapping air; the concept similar to that used in down coats.

Our March
giveaway!
(With $50 purchase)

STIHL BGA 30
battery powered
blower. Comes
equipped with
battery and
charger.

$249 value!

Draw March 31!

MACANDALE'S

Servinﬂ the Coast since 1978

www.macandales.com

8640 Wollason Street, Port Hardy
250-949-8442 macandales.com
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Storybook helps children experlencmg loss

By Kathy O’Reilly

Losing a parent, particularly
for a child, is difficult.

Helping them cope is the im-
petus behind a new children’s
book - “I Will Love You Into
Being” - published by Port
Hardy author Erin Egan.

“I Will Love You Into Being”
is a storybook about attach-
ment in loss, demonstrating
how caregiver love can tran-
scend the grief of separation.

Erin’s career path has given
her insight into this topic.

“I work as a counsellor with
children and youth in the com-
munity,” she said.

In 2020, Erin wrote “I
Will Love You Into Being,”
self-published it in 2023, and
dedicated it to children and
grown children who miss their
mothers.

“I have been greatly inspired
by the work of Mr. Fred Rog-
ers, (the host of the popular
long-running public televi-
sion children’s show Mister
Rogers’ Neighborhood) who

March 14 \
f \Port McNeill Lions Hall N
10am-1pm

Lots of great vendors!r.: )

T @

B.C. Farmers Market Association

Walk-Ins Welcome

Scan to book your appointment

coined the question, “Who has
loved you into being?” Erin
explains.

“In my therapy work, I have
integrated this phrase into a
mindfulness practice. These
words offer space to reflect
on attachment, interconnect-
edness and the process of
becoming ourselves through
relationships,” she said.

“As 1 wrote this story, the
phrase came back, not as a
question but as a promise: ‘I
have loved you into being, and
my love for you is strong. I am
with you when you’re lonely,
I love you even though I'm
gone.”

Grief takes on many forms.
Some readers connect with the
theme of loss through the lens
of chronic illness, adoption,
foster care, divorce, bereave-
ment or estrangement. “I be-
lieve that love transcends sep-
aration and is not relinquished
after loss. We can hold onto
our connection and sense of
belonging, even in the absence
of a loved one,” she said.

Erin is not currently working
on any other storybooks, but
now understands her creative
process and hopes to pursue
other projects in the future.

Erin and her family moved
from the Lower Mainland to
Port Hardy at the end of 2022.

“We dreamed of raising our
family on Vancouver Island
and wanted to experience liv-
ing in a smaller community.”

Like many others, job oppor-

YT 3TN

Port Hardy author Erin Egan has published a new children’s book -

Into Being”.

tunities and work-life balance
drew them to the North Island.

Erin’s family feels “extreme-
ly grateful” to call Port Hardy
home.

“I enjoy going on bike rides
with my family, visiting book-
stores, and thrifting when we
travel to new places,” she said.

NEW OWNERS | NEW PRODUCT | NEW SERVICES | NEW HOURS

SUNDAY

MONDAY 10AM -5PM
TUESDAY CLOSED

10AM - 4PM WED. & THURS. 10AM - 5SPM
FRIDAY 10AM - 6PM
SATURDAY 10AM - 6PM

“I' Will Love You Into Being”
is sold at The Book Nook and
Grace Works Gallery in Port
Hardy.

It is also for sale at The
Book Shelf in Port McNeill
and Rumble Beach Gifts and
Gallery in Port Alice, as well
as online through Amazon

Photo — Kathy O’Reilly
“I Will Love You

Canada and Indigo. Copies
are also circulating through
the Vancouver Island Region-
al Library and in most school
libraries throughout School
District #85.

For further inquiries please
email:  scontact@erinegan-
counselling.com
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Unlike other speczes female mgﬁsheifs are more colourful

March is an amazing month
in the natural world, defined
by renewal, especially in
Vancouver Island forests. As
the last traces of snow yield
to lengthening daylight, the
Nimpkish Valley awakens,
beginning a transformation
ushered in by the sun’s gentle
but resolute promise of re-
birth. The woodland is filled
with expectancy as remark-
able biodiversity renews in
pleasing aromatic and colour-
ful detail: salmonberry and
native shrubs unfurl fledgling
buds, their ruby, green, yel-
low, and mauve hues glisten
with the delicate touch of
morning mist. Carpets of em-
erald moss, emerging lilies,
silvery lichens, salal and other
greenery dress the earth with
renewed vigour beneath senti-
nels of maple and alder trees
amidst ancient conifers.

The dense understory of
sword ferns and salal seems
to breathe, as the land pre-
pares for the imminent arrival
of fawns, bear cubs, nestling
birds, and much more. Each
step within our chosen sanc-
tuary affirmed our wonder
and admiration for nature’s
circle of life; as subtle signs
of the approaching miracle
of spring birthings were once
again revealed to Christine
and I. Even Rosie’s irrepress-
ible curiosity and excitement
brought new joys urging us
to pause, observe, and savour
these outings of shared com-
panionship. The peaceful
surroundings created a calm
warmth to our hearts, a sim-
ple contentment found amidst
nature’s splendour where the
bond between human con-

nections and our canine com-

panion Rosie is deepened.
The beauty of March renewal
is rendered all the more pro-
found walking in such stately
magnificence of regenerating
plant life that one can see,
feel, and touch.

The stream, too, offered a
study in contrast, flowing
briskly in some stretches with
bubbling exuberance, then
spreading quietly into glassy
stillness as it widened be-
tween old fern covered nurse
logs and leaning alders reach-
ing for the sun’s spring em-
brace. Wisps of mist hovered
above shaded pools, catching
stray sunbeams and scatter-
ing them in playful dances of
diamonds across the water’s
surface. Ferns, salmonber-
ry, and salal hung over the
banks, their branches arching
down as if trying to conceal
the forest’s breathtaking water
course from our view. This is
nature’s way of protecting her
paradise!

We wove our way around
the gnarled roots of robust
Sitka Spruce embedded in the
dark brown, peat-rich earth to
reach our stream-side viewing
sanctuary. It is a little haven

where we find solace from the
clamour of the wider world
of distressing news. A den
of peace and serenity to con-
template and observe nature’s
beauty far from cares that are.
Then as we looked around
a shaded bend, a sudden,
metallic rattle fractured the
quiet, drawing our attention
upward. There, poised atop a
slender alder branch jutting
over the water, sat a Belted
Kingfisher, a female whose
silhouette was sharply defined
against a whitish backdrop of
mist-filtered light. The bird’s
blue-grey crest was raised in
unmistakable agitation as she
exuded an air of vigilant au-
thority, guarding her territory
from all competitors. She re-
garded us intently, her sharp
eyes and brown belt reflecting
the dappled light finding its
way through an opening in the
rainforest canopy. We stood
motionless!

The Kingfisher’s displea-
sure at our intrusion was im-
mediate and unmistakable,
it erupted into percussive
chatter, wings flicking as if
to amplify its protest. Rosie’s
ears cocked and tail stilled, as
we all retreated back, becom-

Photo — Christine Patterson

Unlike most avian species, it is the female Kingfisher who displays the more brilliant col-

oration.

ing hidden in the shadows as
we watched in fascination as
she issued another volley of
scolding notes that reverber-
ated throughout the forest un-
derstory.

Then with sudden energy,
the Kingfisher launched itself
from its perch, hovering with
remarkable steadiness above
the stream. Its wings blurred
against the cool morning air,
holding its body motionless
as it scrutinized the lazy water
below. The flyer’s command
of the air a remarkable adapta-
tion for hunting in an environ-
ment where suitable vantage
points are often obscured by
the dense tangle of vegetation.

After several seconds, the bird
plunged with precision, slic-
ing cleanly into the water as if
it were a living arrow released
from Mother Nature’s bow.

The Kingfisher’s body is as
distinctive as its incredible
plumage. With a large, top-
heavy head, oversized dag-
ger-like bill, and stubby tail,
the fisher is perfectly adapted
for its hunting style. The pow-
erful head and bill allow it to
spear and grasp prey with cu-
rious accuracy, while the short
tail and broad wings provide
agility and hovering capacity
above North Island changing
water conditions.

What an amazing encounter;

Electrical Services LTD
FRS #: 000236055

Contractor Licence #: LEL0208438

* Residential * Commercial ¢ Silver Label
inspections for Mobile Homes

Since 2019 in Port McNeill

affording us an opportunity to
appreciate the colourful and
physical features that set the
Belted Kingfisher apart from
the rest of the avian commu-
nity. Its spiked crest, the bold
blue band across its chest,
and the rich chestnut flanks
of a female. This magnificent
bird’s blueprint stood in vivid
contrast to the subdued greens
and greys of the rainforest
habitat. Unlike most avian
species, it is the female King-
fisher who displays the more
brilliant colouration, a striking
reversal of conventional sex
roles that adds to Christine’s
and my intrigue.

Continued on Page 9

(250) 902-8072

héelectrical@gmail.com
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North Island Reﬂectlons— Alert Ba author
to release new book

The Worm Moon, the first full moon in March, gets its name from the earthworms
that come out when the soil warms up. Photo by Robin Quirk, Robin’s Eye Photog-
raphy. If you have a photo you would like to share with our readers please email
publisher @northislandeagle.com.

This week’s Reflection sponsored by ...

*Mchl..KlE’S

: = — PORT ALICE MARINA— _
- ~ PORT ALICE MARINA - 1-833-629-4554 e

_ WEEKLY SPEQE\LL ¢
MONDAY: CLOSED
_TUESDAY | 4pM-8pM: 20% OFF PITAS
WEDNESDAY | 4pM-8pM: 20% OFF BURGERS
 THURSDAY | 4pm-8PM: 20% OFF - AGES 65+
» FRIDAY | 4pm-8pM: KIDS EAT FREE
R SATURDAY | 12pM-8PM: 20% OFF SALADS —
_SUNDAY | 12py-8pM: 20% OFF WRAPS ~—

This April, Ronsdale Press
is releasing Walrus: The Re-
markable Life of Eco-Warrior
David Garrick by Alert Bay/
Campbell River author Cath-
erine Marie Gilbert.

Many people don’t know that
Greenpeace was founded in
Vancouver and Garrick was
there!

Fearless in his activism, Gar-
rick participated in high pro-
file campaigns beginning in
the early 1970s in the count-
er-culture of Vancouver.

He met Paul Watson, known
as the founder of Sea Shepherd
Conservation Society, and the
brothers-in-arms shared in life
altering adventures including
Greenpeace’s inaugural whale
and harp seal campaigns and
protests against the BC gov-
ernment’s wolf cull.

Garrick lived the latter part of
his life in isolation on Hanson
Island, BC where he contin-
ued his activism identifying
culturally modified trees.

Garrick comes alive from
Gilbert’s use of his deeply
insightful and humorous writ-
ing, unpublished letters, 150
journals and her extensive in-
terviews with him. T

he book is illustrated with
archival images and Garrick’s
own drawings. Gilbert is an
award-winning author, pho-
tographer and historian with
a passionate interest in life on

Photo — Submitted

Alert Bay/Campbell River author Catherine Marie Gil-
bert is releasing Walrus: The Remarkable Life of Eco-War-

rior David Garrick this April.

the British Columbia coast.
She has written two books of
BC history: Yorke Island and
the Uncertain War, Defend-
ing Canada’s Western Coast
during WWII (2012) and A
Journey Back to Nature, a His-
tory of Strathcona Provincial
Park (2021), which was a BC
Bestseller and won the Lieu-
tenant Governor’s Finalist
Award for Historical Writing.

Gilbert has a master’s degree
in public history from the Uni-
versity of Victoria.

Gilbert works at the Alert
Bay Library & Museum and
keeps an office in Campbell
River.www.catherinegilbert.
ca

“An excellent chronicling of
his extraordinary and exem-
plary life.” - Captain Paul
Watson

-

PORT MGNEILL

Town of Port McNeill

2026 - 2030, Five Year Financial Plan

As per Section 166 of the Community Charter Act, an opportunity will be provided for public
consultation on the proposed Five-Year Financial Plan Bylaw for the Town of Port McNeill.

Consideration of this matter will take place at the Committee of the Whole meeting on April 7,
2026, at 4:00 p.m., at the Town Office located at 1775 Furney Place, Port McNeill, B.C.

For further information please contact the Town Office at reception@portmcneill.ca.

Brenda Johnson, CPA
CAO, CFO
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inable beauty of new life. Few birds capture the i imag-

Kingfisher a testament to ecologlﬁcal healt

Yet beyond its visual appeal and spirited behaviour,
the Kingfisher is a testament to ecological health of
this particular stretch of river. These birds are highly
sensitive to water quality and fish abundance, and their
persistent presence along such streams is an encour-
aging indicator of an unspoiled, thriving ecosystem.
The clarity of the water, the abundance of aquatic life,
and the undisturbed pollution free integrity of water
course are all reflected in the Kingfisher’s choice of
habitat to our viewing pleasures.

The bird was indignant to our presence but unde-
terred as she returned to her perch. We left our sanc-
tuary leaving no trace behind, continuing our walk
in respectful silence, mindful of the delicate balance
between observer and observed. Who was watching
who? We felt enlightened as the trail pressed in on
us during our retreat, a sheltering world where each
creature, from the smallest amphibian to the watchful
Kingfisher, plays its indispensable part in God’s grand
scheme of things. It was a Vancouver Island morning
marked by rare beauty and the profound assurance
that, in these pristine refuges, the intricate rhythm of
nature continues and will soon blossom into unimag-

a
v

ination quite like the Belted Kingfisher. With its icon-
ic crest, piercing rattle-call, and dramatic riverbank
dives, it’s hard to mistake this bird for any other. But
beyond its charismatic appearance lies a suite of rare
and intriguing biological and behavioural traits. From
its topsy-turvy sex roles to its extraordinary nesting
tunnels that may extend three or more metres into san-
dy banks, the Belted Kingfisher stands out as unique
even among its colourful riverside cousins.

As our hike drew to a close, we felt especially fortu-
nate to have wandered through this wilderness para-
dise, where March intrigue and wonder greeted us at
every turn. Each walk offered a fresh perspective and
deepened our appreciation for life and the richness of
Vancouver Island’s rainforests made all the more spe-
cial by the vibrant inhabitants who call this paradise
home.

The memories forged in these tranquil woods will
linger long after the season’s renewal, reminding us
how nature’s gifts can inspire gratitude and awe amid
life’s unpredictability.

Safe Travels

Gord

Photo — Christine Patterson
With its iconic crest, piercing rattle-call, and dramatic riverbank dives, it’s hard
to mistake the Belted Kingfisher for any other.

AARONGUNN

MP NORTH

ISLAND —

POWELL RIVER

Port McNeill Town Hall Meeting

Monday Monday, March 16, 2026

16

Register at: AaronGunnMP.ca

Event start: 6:00PM
Doors open at 5:30PM

Port McNeill Community Hall

E ag—"
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Who you gonna

North Island Business Directory

Call?

FIDE%PEDORTHIC
f n Hﬁ'd'f :
250-949-7060

Shoe & Boot Repair
Logglng Meindl - Blundstone -
Birkenstock & More

9:30am - 2pm Tuesday - Saturday
Market Street next to Credit Union

STRYKER
ELECTRONICS LTD.

Communication & Navngatlon Equnpment
Marine Electronics & Supplies
Refrigeration

\  SALES - SERVICE

Tel: (250) 949-8022

Fax: (250) 949-8077

E-mail: info@strykerelectronics.com
www.strykerelectronics.com

Toll Free: 1-888-839-8022

6710 Hardy Bay Rd
Box 169, Port Hardy
B.C. VON 2P0

Port McNeill

#22 - 1705

Campbell Way
Wednesday 1-7
Friday.8:30-5:30

' NEILL
CHIROPRACTIC

pm-chiropractic.ca Dr. Martin Barker 250 900 1090

The North Island Eagle... :&F

SRS
Geg\s\\
To have your business be part of \ /

our positive message call 250-949-0337
or email publisher@northislandeagle.com
~ The North Island

Celebrating ‘True North Island’ Life

www.northislandeagle.com  Facebook: @northislandeagle

MIKE BROWN
7070 Market st
Port Hardy, B.C.
250.902.7050

mike@bsfloors.ca
www.bsfloors.ca

COx ®O0r™ WG ==

Acceptmg Corporate Bookkeeping Clients

danielle@dkfbooks.ca

250-902-7027
B S) OKKEEPING dkbeOkSCa

4-7035 Market Street, Port Hardy

Who you gonna call? 0

Want to promote your business?

vt Buslnosﬂ Anal
te
"v Assoc"‘ s ta
o

info@melanconstruction.ca

www.melanconstruction.ca

~ book ahead for

It’s time to

the new year!

William Melan: 250-618-7410
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classifieds/marketplace

Coming Events

12foot aluminium boat

comes with electric motor

and new oars. $600 OBO.
250-878-6625

14-foot Glastron fibreglass
boat, seats four, 40hp Suzu-
ki, 40hp trolling motor, four
life jackets, downriggers,
hand-held marine radio and
more. $5,000.
250-281-2281

LUND WC-14 boat ¢/w 9.9
Johnson motor, trailer, seats,
oars, rod holders, NAV lights
and more. Asking $7,800.
250-956-3300

3288 Bayliner, twin 4-cyl-
nder diesels. $25,000.
250-306-4417

Canoes

Inflatable Aquamarine de-
luxe 350 canoe ultralight.
$1,000.

250-230-5290

Fishing
Skookum stainless steel hali-

but harpoon. $50.
250-949-0118

Shimano moocher 200 GT
fishing reel with 7-ft buzz
bomb special. Mooching or
trolling rod. Both in good
shape. $60.
250-949-0118

Scotty downrigger with 17-
inch arm with a pulley on
the end. Has a brake and
mounting bracket and count-
er and all works fine. $50.
250-949-0118

Baby Big John downrigger
has a 14-inch arm with a
pulley on the end. Has a
five-inch reel with handle
and a brake and a mount-
ing bracket. Very cute and
would be good for a small
boat in a lake. $25.
250-949-0118

Scotchman’s or boat
bumpers - one 60 inch-
es around, cost $100 will
sell for $§40. 2 58-inches
around $30 each.
250-949-0118

Long line or halibut block,
cost $500+ will sell for
$200.

250-949-0118

Great big monster gaff
hook, 4 foot long, eight
inches across at the hook,
stainless steel, cost $100
will sell for $50.
250-949-0118

3-foot halibut gaff hook,

stainless steel. Cost $70

will sell for $35.
250-949-0118

3 Hardy Silex Steelhead
reels in mint condition, 1
new. Serious inquiries only.

250-949-7630

11ft3in. Lamiglas steelhead
fishing rod. Mint condition.
$225 firm.

250-902-8413

Furniture

McLary antique wood and

coal stove for sale $1,200.

Good condition.
250-702-2727

Mechanics

Central Hydraulics profes-
sional quality 3-ton floor
jack. Cost $300+ will sell
for $130.

250-949-0118

Miscellaneous

Original vintage lambskin
fleece-lined black leather
bomber jacket. Poorboy
brand. Four heavy duty
zippered pockets, zippers
work like new. One pocket
on the inside, one pocket
on the sleeve, two pockets
on the outside. Size M-L.
Fits up to 180-pound man.
$100.

250-949-0118

Washing machine, GE

commercial grade, with all

original paperwork. In very
good condition. $350.

250-949-8655

leave message

Generator, Firman 3650
watt, never been used,
$800 OBO.

250-949-6292

Arrow canopy, from a Ford
Ranger, fire red, 6 foot
long, 2 feet high and four
and a half feet wide. Excel-
lent condition, no scratch-
es. Asking $600.
250-884-4286

Connection
Commraderie
Community

Are you looking to add
more purpose, and
excitement to your day?

EN'S SHED
Thursday’s at 7:00 PM

Port McNeill Old School

Miscellaneous

Simonize 10-inch random
orbit polisher/waxer, like
new with carrying case.
$90 new take $40.
250-949-0118

Services

Red seal journeyman elec-
trician looking for small,
residential jobs. 30+ years
experience. Reasonable
rates. All quotes are free.
Call Jesse.

236-255-2238

Electric yard art and land-
scaping services. Special-
izing in outdoor feature
lighting, water ponds, cus-
tom garden fountains and
waterfall features, under-
ground sprinkler systems,
drainage pipes, fencing re-
pairs, raised garden beds,
greenhouses, walkways,
landscaping maintenance
and waste removal. Consul-
tations and design quotes
are free.

236-255-2238

PALMISTRY, TAROT AND
PSYCHIC READINGS with
Roxanne. Clear and con-
cise help in all areas of
your life. Sessions avail-
able by phone or in person
(Malcolm Island). Healing-
Search.com
604-902-3881

Local 3D printing in Port
McNeill.

403-620-0033

Tires

4 matching winter tires for
16-inch rims. Used one sea-
son. 235/65R 16 103H.
Tubeless steel-belted radi-
als. $300.

250-974-8336

St. Patrick’s Day

[] [
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Across
1. A mischievous elf in Irish
Folklore
4. A branch of the
Indo-European languages that
was spread widely over Europe
in the pre-Christian era.
7. To publicly party
8. The Celtic language of
Ireland
12. A plant of the genus
Trifolium
13. March in a procession
15. Something likened to the
metal in brightness or
preciousness
16. A month of a year

18. Resembling the color of
growing grass

20. An occasion on which
people can assemble for social
Interaction and entertainment

21. Astaple food of Ireland
22. Occurring by chance

24. A story about mythical or
supernatural beings or events
25. An inherited pattern of
thought or action

26. Another word for 3-leaf
clover

Down

2. Invoke upon

3. A humorous verse form of
5 anapestic lines with a rhyme
scheme aabba.

5. A special kind of clover

6. Christian missionary and
bishop in Ireland

9. Any art that invokes
supernatural powers

10. Achieved independence
from the UK in 1921

11. An arc of colored light in
the sky caused by refraction of
the sun's rays by rain

14. The day of the month of
St Patrick's day

17. Asmall being, human in
form, playful and having
magical powers

19. Highly valued as a
gemstone

23. Aform of money
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R Royal Lepage Advance Realty
ROYAL LEPAGE 4-7035 Market Street, Port Hardy, BC

Helping you is what we do. 250'949'723 1

FEATURE HOMES OF THE WEEK

400 Englewood Drive, Port McNeill $499,000 MLS® #1027942

S

Welcome to thls beautlful updated home. The main floor features new flooring and fresh
paint. Relax by the stone fireplace or enjoy the kitchen with eat-up seating and room for
a full dining table. Sliding glass doors off the kitchen lead to a deck overlooking the back-
yard. The main bath has been renovated. Downstairs offers a bedroom, a family room
with wood stove, a full bath with sauna, a laundry room, storage or wine caller space, and
a workshop. There is potential for suite downstairs. Comfort, updates, and versatility.

Are you thinking of selling?
Now is the time!

If you are considering selling your home, now is the perfect time to
make your move.

With a significant shortage of homes on the market, your property
could be in high demand, potentially leading to a quicker sale and com-
petitive offers.

Buyers are actively searching and with fewer homes available, your
listing could stand out more than ever.

Take advantage of this opportunity to maximize your return and work
with one of our Realtors ® to
navigate the process smoothly.

Don’t wait! The market is calling
for homes like yours!

SOLD - 403-7450 Rupert Street, Port Hardy

To view all our listings go to porthardyrealestate.net

Friday, March 13, 2026

SandrarMaASaIes
CeII 250- 902-9271

Melanie McRann
Cell: 778-886-5219

Ronnie (Veronica) Sam
Cell: 250-527-0036

Johan Olsen
Cell: 250-209-9667




