
By Kathy O’Reilly
After 32 years in business, 

Hardy Buoys Smoked Fish 
Inc. has officially transitioned 
to new ownership under the 
Hardy Buoys Smoked Fish 
Limited Partnership, marking 
a significant step forward as an 
Indigenous-owned enterprise.
A ceremonial transfer of 

ownership took place at the 
Hardy Buoys facility in Port 
Hardy on March 19.
The event included speeches, 

tours of the plant, and lunch at 
the Kwakiutl Hall
The Limited Partnership is 

comprised of the Kwakiutl 
Nation Development Corpo-
ration (KNDC) – the econom-
ic development arm of the 
Kwakiutl Nation, supporting 
sustainable economic initia-
tives and long-term commu-
nity prosperity. Upper Fraser 
Indigenous Sustainable Har-
vesters (UFISH) – a group of 
Indigenous fishing enterprises 
dedicated to strengthening In-
digenous participation and sus-
tainability within the seafood 
sector; and Authentic Indige-
nous Seafood (AIS) is serving 
as the General Partner. AIS is 
a national Indigenous-owned 
seafood organization focused 
on market access, Indigenous 

economic development, and 
building resilient Indigenous 
seafood value chains.
This ownership transition re-

flects a shared commitment to 
preserving Hardy Buoys’ lega-
cy while supporting operation-
al stability, workforce continu-
ity, and long-term growth.
“Hardy Buoys has long been 

recognized for its quality 
products and strong communi-
ty presence and will continue 
to be a major community em-
ployer,” said Kwakiutl Devel-
opment Corporation’s Chief 
Verna Hunt. 
Gord Sterritt, CEO for both 

UFISH and AIS emphasized 
that “this transition represents 
both continuity and growth 
for our network of fisheries 
as we move forward under in-
digenous ownership at Hardy 
Buoys. Our shared vision is 
to use this as our latest infra-
structure investment to help 
growing participation in their 
fisheries value chains across 
Canada.”
Operations at Hardy Buoys 

will continue without disrup-
tion, supported by the existing 
management team and work-
force.
Hardy Buoys’ owners Bruce 

and Carol Dirom have “creat-

ed a legacy here for the com-
munity and we just wanted to 
be part of it. I want to thank 
you for allowing us to be part 
of your legacy after 30 years 
and I congratulate you on your 

retirement,” said Sterritt.
“The journey has been raising 

four children, three kids and a 
business, for 30 plus years. We 
recognized a very long time 
ago that we would never have 

made it this far without the 
help and support of this great 
community. We’ve had such 
great crew, staff, you guys, 
thank you,” said Carol.
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Women Enjoy Night Out
Jaylene Lancaster, Michelle Hogstead and Megan Hodgson organized another successful On the Rocks - A Wom-
an’s Night Out event held April 6 at the Lions Hall in Port McNeill. Décor is always a highlight of the event and 
this year included a bar made with pallets.
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8700 Hastings St., Port Hardy, BC
250-949-7811  www.sportybar.ca

Last DJ Night
’til after tourist season

Sat., April 13
9 p.m. - 2 a.m.

District 
looks into 
land lease
By Kathy O’Reilly
The North Island Seniors 

Housing Foundation may 
be given a long-term lease 
on land on Trustee Road, 
beside the North Island 
Mall, to build a supportive 
seniors’ residential com-
plex.
At their regular meeting 

April 9, District of Port 
Hardy council voted to 
have staff review a long-
term lease agreement with 
legal counsel.
“Fabulousness,” said 

Foundation Chair Gord 
Patterson of Council’s de-
cision.
“There is lots of work 

and discussions to wade 
through yet, however, 
working together as a com-
munity will assure suc-
cess.”
Under the lease agree-

ment, the District of Port 
Hardy would still have 
control over the property 
into the future and only 
seniors housing would be 
permitted.

8700 Hastings St., Port Hardy, BC
250-949-7811  www.sportybar.ca

Kitchen 
open until 

9 pm!

Sample 
one of our 
rotating 

beer taps!

• NOW Installing Gutters!
• FREE On-site Estimates
• 2-year Labour Warranty
• Licensed and Insured 

michelle@carson-roofing.com
carson-roofing.com    250-230-ROOF (7663)

• Tree Removal 
• T rimming & Shaping
• Lot Clearing 
• View Enhancement 
• Hedge Trimming
• Skidsteer Services
• Brush Chipping

Our service areas 
include Port McNeill, 
Sayward, Woss, Port 

Hardy, Port Alice, 
and surrounding 

communities. 
Fully Insured, 

Certified Faller WCB

250-203-5324
northislandtreeservice.ca

WINTER SALE! 
10% off jobs over $1,000 

until March 31, 2026
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Hardy Buoys transitions to indigenous ownership

Photo —Kathy O’Reilly
Bruce and Carol Dirom shake hands with Hardy Buoys Smoked Fish Inc. President 

David Moore, right, at a transfer of ownership event March 19.
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David Neal, PMP PMI Member
Construction Manager
P: (250) 230.6990

Davidn@kawatsiconstruction.ca

Handshakes helped build Hardy Buoys 

By Kathy O’Reilly
North Island-Powell Riv-

er MP Aaron Gunn hosted a 
town hall meeting at the Port 
McNeill Community Hall 
March 16.
During the event, attended 

by about 100 people, Gunn 
answered questions from the 
floor that were submitted 
throughout the meeting. Ques-
tions were placed in a barrel 

and chosen randomly. All 
were answered.
Here is part two of those 

questions.
Gunn was asked about the 

gun confiscation program. 
“We’re going to oppose ev-

ery step along the way of this 
gun confiscation scheme for 
people. Not only is it a con-
fiscation of private property, 
it’s a gross waste and misuse 

of taxpayer dollars and it’s 
a gaslighting and distraction 
from what the real problem is, 
which is that criminals, gangs, 
and repeat violent offenders 
are using smuggled in ille-
gal firearms from the United 
States and instead who do they 
choose to punish? Hunters, 
sport shooters and communi-
ties like Port McNeill.”
Regarding temporary foreign 

workers, Gunn said they are 
being used to mask a bigger 
problem. 
“If there is unemployment in 

the community, the solution 
is to get those people to work 

and figure out why they are 
not working and incentivize 
them to work,” said Gunn. 
“When you bring over a 

bunch of cheap labour, you 
artificially depress wages, es-
pecially the working class and 
the lowest income people, and 
that hurts the people that are 
struggling to make ends meet 
the most,” he continued.
“I don’t understand why 

when I was growing up, all 
of the fast-food restaurants 
employed people in my grad 
class and in Grades 10 and 11, 
and now they say they can’t 
find anybody and it’s not like 

those young people don’t ex-
ist,” he said.
Gunn was asked his position 

on foreign/American foun-
dations providing significant 
funding dollars to environ-
mental Non-Government Or-
ganizations (NGOs).
“I think it’s a form of elec-

tion interference quite frankly. 
They should be raising all of 
their funds here in Canada and 
not taking it from the United 
States or another country.”
Asked where his party stands 

on floor crossing, Gunn re-
sponded “it’s one of the least 
democratic things I have ever 

seen. I think if you want a ma-
jority government, or a man-
date, you should do it through 
the ballot box”.
Gunn was asked his position 

on transgender rights on the 
North Island.
“I think if you are an adult 

you should be free to do what-
ever you want, but in our pub-
lic education system, I don’t 
think we should be forcing 
irreversible surgeries or hor-
mones on young people when 
they are in a challenging time 
in their life, or struggling with 
confusion, or mental illness, 
whatever the case may be.”

Aaron Gunn Town Hall responses - Part 2

Continued from Page 1
“There’s been many times that we doubted ourselves over the 

years and it wasn’t that we weren’t doing a good job, it was over-
whelming,” said Bruce.
“There were many times that we just said, ‘it’s too much, we 

need to get out”, but that entrepreneurial spirit kept them going, 
kept them pushing and getting through those humps.
When this opportunity to sell came along it was a signal it was 

time.
“We can happily walk away knowing that we did everything we 

possibly could to keep this business going and keep the employ-
ment in the community. We’re very excited and grateful. We see 
a very bright future for Hardy Buoys moving forward,” he said.
“We’re going to be here to support them (the employees) and 

the company as we move forward.”

The Diroms have had the opportunity to sell the business in the 
past but did not. 
“It was very important to Bruce and I making a decision to sell 

at this age in life. We knew that we had time on our side and it 
was really important that it was the right fit and we are so grate-
ful and so proud to be transferring the ownership to you guys 
because you guys checked all the boxes,” said Carol.
The couple recalled how the business was featured on the CBC 

television show ‘The Big Decision’ in 2012.
“The only thing that we got out of it was that we were in ne-

gotiations with Walmart back east and when this aired on April 
2, we got a phone call saying ‘we’ll take your product’ because 
they saw it on national TV and then we lost it,” Bruce laughed.
The exposure “was definitely good for the company” however.
“I think it was just really good for morale,” said Carol.

Hardy Buoys started off in a garage at 5980 Hardy Bay Road in 
a 1,200 square foot space.
Many people helped along the way including James Walkus 

(Fishing Company). “I had no money, and I had no fish, and he 
had the fish, so we worked out a deal. Those deals would be on a 
handshake and that’s kind of the way this community works in a 
lot of ways, the close-knit part of it,” Bruce said.
“When we first started this conversation, we wanted business as 

usual. We wanted to make sure that as the ownership changed, 
that the business didn’t change. Its relationship with the commu-
nity was going to be the same. Its relationship with the workers 
was going to be the same,” said Hardy Buoys Smoked Fish Lim-
ited Partnership President David Moore.
“We want it to grow and continue with that legacy,” Moore said.
“I believe you are on the right track,” said Carol.
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Photo — Robin Quirk, Robin’s Eye Photography
Common Goldeneyes were nicknamed by hunters as the ‘whistler’ for the loud whistling sound their wings make in flight, which is more pronounced in the winter.
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Dealers may sell for less. Pricing on all chain saws, power tools and accessories will remain in effect until December 4, 2020. 
Illustrations and descriptions are as accurate as known at the time of publication and are subject to change without notice. 
STIHL Limited is not responsible for a printing error, the local STIHL Dealer has the final authority to set product pricing. 
Pricing valid at participating dealers only.

① Weight with powerhead only. ② Don’t miss your chance to get the Wood-Pro™ Kit. Simply purchase any one of the 
following chain saws between now and December 4, 2020 and you will receive a STIHL Wood-Pro™ Kit FREE. This kit 
includes: a Woodsman® Carrying Case, STIHL hat and a replacement loop of OILOMATIC® chain – an $85 value! Hat may 
not be exactly as shown. Offer valid until December 4, 2020, while supplies last. Eligible Models: MS 170, MS 171, 
MS 180 C-BE, MS 181 C-BE, MS 194 C-E, MS 211, MS 250, MS 250 C-BE, MS 251, MS 251 C-BE, MS 261 C-M, MS 271, 
MS 291 C-BE, MS 362 C-M and MS 391.

WWW.STIHL.CA    STIHLCANADA

FALL SAVINGS 
ƒ

$25995
MSRP $289.95 with 16" bar

SAVE $30

$49995
MSRP $609.95 with 16" bar

SAVE $110

MS 170 
GAS CHAIN SAW
30.1 CC • 1.3 KW • 3.9 KG/8.6 LB  ①

$44995
MSRP $459.95 with 16" bar

SAVE $10MS 250
GAS CHAIN SAW
45.4 CC • 2.3 KW • 4.6 KG/10.1 LB  ①

LIMITED TIME ONLY
Price Without Wood- Pro™ Kit

MS 291
GAS CHAIN SAW
55.5 CC • 2.8 KW • 5.6 KG/12.3 LB  ①

$35995
MSRP $379.95 with 16" bar

SAVE $20MS 180 C-BE
GAS CHAIN SAW
31.8 CC • 1.5 KW • 4.2 KG/9.3 LB  ①

$49995
MSRP with 16" bar

NEW
MS 250 C-BE
GAS CHAIN SAW
45.4 CC • 2.3 KW • 4.9 KG/10.8 LB  ①

RECEIVE A 
FREE WOOD-PRO™ KIT
with the purchase of any eligible STIHL Chain Saw. ②

•  Woodsman® Carrying Case  •  OILOMATIC® Chain  •  STIHL Hat

$54995
MSRP $569.95 with 16" bar

SAVE $20MS 271
GAS CHAIN SAW
50.2 CC • 2.6 KW • 5.6 KG/12.3 LB  ①

$72995
MSRP $779.95 with 16" bar

SAVE $50MS 261 C-M
GAS CHAIN SAW
50.2 CC • 3.0 KW • 4.9 KG/10.8 LB  ①

Battery Power. Made by STIHL.

$26995③

MSRP $299.95

SAVE $30bga 57  
BATTERY BLOWER
AK 20 • 118 WH • 2.2 KG/4.9 LB ①

$26995③

MSRP $299.95

SAVE $30FSa 57  
BATTERY TRIMMER
AK 10 • 59 WH • 2.6 KG/5.7 LB ①

$44995③

MSRP $469.95 with 12" bar

SAVE $20MSA 140 C-BQ  
BATTERY CHAIN SAW
AK 30 • 187 WH • 2.6 KG/5.7 LB ②

$69995③

MSRP

new
RMA 460 V  
BATTERY SELF-PROPELLED  
LAWN MOWER
19" DECK • AK 30 • 187 WH • 27.0 KG/59.5 LB ①

RMA 460  
BATTERY LAWN MOWER
19" DECK • AK 30 • 187 WH • 26.0 KG/57.3 LB ①

$59995③

MSRP

MSA 120 C-BQ  
BATTERY CHAIN SAW
AK 20 • 118 WH • 2.5 KG/5.5 LB ②

$39995③

MSRP $429.99 with 12" bar

SAVE $30

WWW.STIHL.CA    STIHLCANADA

Dealers may sell for less. Pricing on all chain saws and blowers will remain in effect until June 30, 2020. 
Pricing on all other power tools and accessories will remain in effect until July 31, 2020. Illustrations and 
descriptions are as accurate as known at the time of publication and are subject to change without notice. 
STIHL Limited is not responsible for a printing error, the local STIHL Dealer has the final authority to set 
product pricing. Pricing valid at participating dealers only.
① Weight without battery. ② Weight with powerhead only. ③ All units priced with battery and charger.

Dealer Day Specials
ƒ

As usual Macandales will continue our delivery 
and shipping services to wherever you need it!

Dear North Island Community, 
Macandales is considered an Essential 
Service, and as such, will remain open 
with our regular hours serving our
customers, as well as other essential 
service providers. 

8640 Wollason Street, Port Hardy 
250-949-8442  macandales.com

www.macandales .com

We are committed to serving you and exceeding 
Covid-19 pandemic protocols in our store. 

Dealers may sell for less. Pricing on all chain saws, power tools and accessories will remain in effect until December 4, 2020. 
Illustrations and descriptions are as accurate as known at the time of publication and are subject to change without notice. 
STIHL Limited is not responsible for a printing error, the local STIHL Dealer has the final authority to set product pricing. 
Pricing valid at participating dealers only.

① Weight with powerhead only. ② Don’t miss your chance to get the Wood-Pro™ Kit. Simply purchase any one of the 
following chain saws between now and December 4, 2020 and you will receive a STIHL Wood-Pro™ Kit FREE. This kit 
includes: a Woodsman® Carrying Case, STIHL hat and a replacement loop of OILOMATIC® chain – an $85 value! Hat may 
not be exactly as shown. Offer valid until December 4, 2020, while supplies last. Eligible Models: MS 170, MS 171, 
MS 180 C-BE, MS 181 C-BE, MS 194 C-E, MS 211, MS 250, MS 250 C-BE, MS 251, MS 251 C-BE, MS 261 C-M, MS 271, 
MS 291 C-BE, MS 362 C-M and MS 391.

WWW.STIHL.CA    STIHLCANADA

FALL SAVINGS 
ƒ

$25995
MSRP $289.95 with 16" bar

SAVE $30

$49995
MSRP $609.95 with 16" bar

SAVE $110

MS 170 
GAS CHAIN SAW
30.1 CC • 1.3 KW • 3.9 KG/8.6 LB  ①

$44995
MSRP $459.95 with 16" bar

SAVE $10MS 250
GAS CHAIN SAW
45.4 CC • 2.3 KW • 4.6 KG/10.1 LB  ①

LIMITED TIME ONLY
Price Without Wood- Pro™ Kit

MS 291
GAS CHAIN SAW
55.5 CC • 2.8 KW • 5.6 KG/12.3 LB  ①

$35995
MSRP $379.95 with 16" bar

SAVE $20MS 180 C-BE
GAS CHAIN SAW
31.8 CC • 1.5 KW • 4.2 KG/9.3 LB  ①

$49995
MSRP with 16" bar

NEW
MS 250 C-BE
GAS CHAIN SAW
45.4 CC • 2.3 KW • 4.9 KG/10.8 LB  ①

RECEIVE A 
FREE WOOD-PRO™ KIT
with the purchase of any eligible STIHL Chain Saw. ②

•  Woodsman® Carrying Case  •  OILOMATIC® Chain  •  STIHL Hat

$54995
MSRP $569.95 with 16" bar

SAVE $20MS 271
GAS CHAIN SAW
50.2 CC • 2.6 KW • 5.6 KG/12.3 LB  ①

$72995
MSRP $779.95 with 16" bar

SAVE $50MS 261 C-M
GAS CHAIN SAW
50.2 CC • 3.0 KW • 4.9 KG/10.8 LB  ①

Shop Local. Buy STIHL.
Dealers may sell for less. Pricing on all products and accessories will remain in effect until June 30, 2023. 
Illustrations and descriptions are as accurate as known at the time of publication and are subject to change 
without notice. STIHL Limited is not responsible for a printing error, the local STIHL Dealer has the final 
authority to set product pricing. Pricing valid at participating dealers only while supplies last.
① Weight without fuel, cutting attachment or deflector. ②  Weight without fuel. ③ Weight with powerhead 
only. ④ Price shown with 61PMM3 chain.

WWW.STIHL.CA    STIHLCANADA

FS 38  
GAS TRIMMER
27.2 CC • 9.3 LB ①

BG 50 
GAS HANDHELD 
BLOWER
27.2 CC • 7.9 LB ②

MS 170
GAS CHAIN SAW
30.1 CC • 8.6 LB ③

$17999
MSRP $239.99

SAVE $60

Father’s Day Feature

$19999④

MSRP $299.99 with 16" bar

SAVE $100

Father’s Day Feature

SAVE $50

$17999
MSRP $229.99

Father’s Day Feature

SALE
ON NOW

11656_2023_FathersDay_AdMat_EN_Final.indd   111656_2023_FathersDay_AdMat_EN_Final.indd   1 2023-05-10   1:17 PM2023-05-10   1:17 PM

Shop local. 
buy stihl.
ƒ

Dealers may sell for less. Pricing on all products and accessories will remain in effect until 
June 28, 2024. Illustrations and descriptions are as accurate as known at the time of 
publication and are subject to change without notice. STIHL Limited is not responsible 
for a printing error, the local STIHL Dealer has the final authority to set product pricing. 
Pricing valid at participating dealers only while supplies last.
① Without fuel, cutting attachment or deflector. ②  Without battery.
③ Price includes battery and charger.

WWW.STIHL.CA    STIHLCANADA

FS 38  

GAS TRIMMER
27.2 CC • 9.3 LB ①

SAVE $50

$17999
MSRP $229.99

FSa 57 (SET)  

BATTERY TRIMMER
AK 10 • AL 101 • 6.0 LB ②

SAVE $50

$22999③ 

MSRP $279.99

 Battery Power. Made by STIHL.

Our March 
giveaway!
(With $50 purchase)

STIHL BGA 30 
battery powered 
blower. Comes 
equipped with 
battery and 
charger. 

$249 value!
Draw March 31!
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Upgrades worth $45 million to Port Hardy Hospital
Upgrades are coming to Port 

Hardy Hospital.
“People in the northern Is-

land deserve dependable, 
high-quality care in their com-
munity,” said Josie Osborne, 
Minister of Health. “These up-
grades to Port Hardy Hospital 
will modernize the emergency 
department, create culturally 
safe spaces and improve the fa-
cility for patients, families and 
staff. Investments like this are 
part of our work to strengthen 
health-care services in rural 
and remote regions and make 
sure all communities have the 
support they need.”
The total anticipated project 

cost is $45 million, including 
$39 million from the Prov-
ince, $5 million from Island 
Health and $1 million from 
the Regional Hospital District 
of Mount Waddington.
The improvements include:
• upgrades to the emergency 

department, including a build-
ing extension and ambulance 
canopy
• conversion of existing of-

fice and storage space into 
long-term care rooms for se-
niors, with up to five beds
• new culturally safe spaces, 

including a sacred space and 
Indigenous health office, to 
support the delivery of cultur-
ally safe care
• expanding and modernizing 

the maternity delivery suite
• expanding and modernizing 

laboratory services
• morgue expansion
• 21 new parking stalls and 

rough-in for future electric-ve-
hicle charging stations
• expansion of administrative 

areas to improve staff work-
spaces and increase efficiency
“This project will help sup-

port patients, staff and the 
broader community in Port 
Hardy for decades to come,” 
said Bowinn Ma, Minister of 
Infrastructure. “Modernizing 
this facility will strengthen the 
region’s health-care system, 
investing in the infrastructure 
we need to make sure people 
on the northern Island have 
access to reliable, high quality 

services close to home.”
Port Hardy Hospital opened 

in 1980 and is the largest hos-
pital in northern Vancouver 
Island region, with more than 
6,000 emergency room visits 
annually.  This will be the first 
major upgrade to the hospital 
since its opening.
“Enhancements to Port Har-

dy Hospital are helping to 
ensure people across northern 
Vancouver Island can access 
care closer to home, when 
it matters most,” said Leah 
Hollins, board chair, Island 
Health. “Emergency depart-
ment upgrades, the addition 
of culturally safe spaces, long-
term care beds and other im-
portant investments will allow 
the hospital to better meet the 
unique and diverse needs of 
the communities it serves.”
Construction on the proj-

ect is anticipated to start in 
summer 2026 and will take 
approximately three years 
using a phased approach to 
minimize service disrup-
tion, with completion antic-

ipated in late 2029.
“This is an important step for 

the entire Mount Waddington 
region,” said Andrew Hory, 

chair, Mount Waddington 
Regional Hospital District. 
“These upgrades will help 
improve access to emergen-

cy care and support better 
health-care worker recruit-
ment and retention in our 
communities.”

Photo — Island Health
Port Hardy Hospital is getting $45 million in upgrades.

Photo — Guylaine Longpre
Burl Moved To New Spot

The World’s Largest Burl has been moved to a new location on the corner of Brough-
ton Boulevard and Shelley Crescent in Port McNeill after it, and the structure it was 
housed under, went up in flames. “This spot was chosen because it will be more visible 
when you come to town or walking up from the harbour area. We will also be able to 
change the use from a parking spot to a nice gathering space, which will have some 
beautification upgrades, and people can visit the Burl and enjoy the area,” said town 
Chief Administrative Officer Brenda Johnson.



On any given day, winding 
nature trails through the won-
ders of the Pacific Northwest 
forests unfold stories like a 
living Rudyard Kipling book. 
Walking a brown peat path-
way covered with soft moss 
and fir needles, brings to every 
footfall a sense of peace and 
anticipation of what is around 
the next corner. Christine, Ros-
ie and I crave these outdoor 
experiences even after many 
years of enjoyment. Each new 
season paints its own master-
piece of discovery, spring’s ri-
otous renewal full of vigour of 
newborn life in the freshness 
of air, summer’s lush green 
purified understory, the gold 
and brown harvest of autumn, 
and winter’s quiet, white cozy 
slumber of hibernation. Would 
wildlife reveal itself today? 
Hiking on North Vancouver 
Island is never just a walk! It 
is an immersion into a wild 
world constantly remaking it-
self. It is a visual odyssey of a 
continuously evolving palette 
that tantalizes all our senses:  
Sight, sound, aromas, and 
touch. Along a Spring trail, 
sword ferns unfurl, lilies blos-
som, and salal, salmon and 
huckleberry fruit crowd trail 
edges of summer; all the while 
deep in a forest core shadows 
of tall Sitka Spruce, Hemlock, 
Cedar, and Douglas-fir stand 
as sentinels protecting Moth-
er Nature’s playground. The 
drumming of a Ruffed Grouse 
weaves through the air, an 

Owl call drifts down from a 
hidden perch. A breeze carries 
the scent of rain, distant cries 
of eagles or a lone wolf howl 
greeting a sunrise. The forest is 
a living entity always willing 
to entertain with an amazing 
ecosystem filled with beauty 
and wonderful flora that begs 
to be seen, and countless in-
terdependent inhabitants that 
strive to remain unseen.
We always hope to spot wild-

life, perhaps a spring bear 
newly awaken from its winter 
slumber, a shy Black-tailed 
doe and fawn, a darting Red 
Squirrel, or the splash of a 
trout chasing dragonfly larvae 
hanging above a stream trying 
to escape the current by crawl-
ing up an overhead branch. 
Yet, the forest is a dominion 
of modesty protecting its own 
from view in secret nooks and 
hollows; wildlife are masters 
of disguise. Beneath twisted 
roots, in tangled thick under-
growth, and among the moss 
and lichen covered boughs 

above, countless eyes observe 
inquisitively, unseen. It is the 
eternal mystery of the woods: 
how many creatures large and 
small remain cloaked and si-
lent as we walk by, witnessing 
our passage from camouflaged 
hide-a-ways, as we walk on 
carefree and unaware.
However, on this cool spring 

morning, as dew drops clung 
sparkling to the tips of conifer 
needles, Christine, Rosie, and 
I looked over a rise to a rotting 
log decorated by fungi and 
green vegetation. Suddenly, a 
flash of movement, a slender, 
chestnut-brown shape with a 
creamy throat darted up from 
behind its chosen home. We 
froze, hearts racing at our good 
fortune and delight. There, 
bold and curious, stood a Pine 
Marten, its bright black eyes 
wide and whiskers twitching. 
For a few precious seconds, 
the little carnivore regarded 
us in the sunlight, black nose 
testing the damp air, before 
it melded back into the brush 

as silently as it had appeared. 
Where had it come from and 
where did it vanish to?
The Pine Marten was about 

the size of a small cat, a mem-
ber of the weasel family, it is 
quick and stealthy ambushing 

unsuspecting prey with skilled 
precision in the Wild King-
dom’s circle of life. As cute as 
it appears, it is a nimble and 
opportunistic assassin whose 
diet reflects the diversity of 
Vancouver Island’s rainforest. 

Primarily a carnivore, it feasts 
on small mammals like voles, 
mice, and squirrels, but it is 
not above raiding bird nests 
for eggs and chicks when the 
opportunity arises. 

Continued on Page 7
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Do you remem-
ber, as a child, ly-
ing on your back 
and watching the 
clouds roll by, or 
studying a spider 
building its web, 
or observing a 
bumblebee load-
ing its legs with 
pollen or taking 
the time to watch 
a rainbow until it 
disappeared? Why 
is it that those 
things are no longer an option in our busy 
itinerary; that somehow the simple things 
that made time stand still and filled our lives 
with wonder have slipped into oblivion? No 
wonder our lives are passing by so quickly!
 Rediscovering the child within us is far 

from an easy task. We are creatures of habit 
and as we grew into adulthood, we learned 
adult habits; habits that taught us how to work 
but, in the process, we lost the ability to play. 
When we do play, we’ve managed to turn it 
into such a serious business that we actually 
work at playing, turning it into competitive 
play with others (hockey, baseball, curling) 
or against ourselves (skiing, windsurfing).
 Even when we decide to simplify our activ-

ities we are in a hurry. 
Rarely do we “stop and smell the roses”, 

take enjoyment in the little hidden treasures 
that are all around us; usually underfoot. 

Painting landscapes or seascapes 
on site constantly underscores 
this reality to me. It forces me 
to spend some time in one place 
and in the process the rewards are 
bountiful. I truly believe that na-
ture accepts you more when you 
take the time to be part of it.
 In painting this creek, I wan-

dered upstream just far enough to 
be away from the noise of the log-
ging road that had taken me there. 
The first thing that attracted me to 
this particular spot were how the reflections 
in the water were broken up by the rocks just 
below the surface, little hidden treasures that 
shimmered as they caught the light moving 
about by the current’s kaleidoscope. As I sat 
and painted for several hours, Mother Nature 
brought out other treasures. Not far down 
the creek from me I spotted a doe and her 

fawn sipping from the clear pool. Cutthroat 
trout, too small for me to get excited about 
not bringing my fly rod, made their presence 
known, breaking the surface and creating lit-
tle concentric circles. Not too small, howev-
er, for the mink that nearly ran across my feet 
before he noticed me! So went my afternoon, 
filled with things I would never have seen 
had I merely gone for a hike along the creek. 

This is why, every once in a while, I like to 
leave the comfort of my studio, find a spot, 
sit, paint and observe. The paintings aren’t as 
slick as the ones done in the studio, but do 
you ever learn! And not just about painting. 
(Gordon lives at 801 Nimpkish Heights and 

has his gallery open there by appointment. A 
simple telephone call will do the trick at 250-
956-3539. His website is www.henschel.ca)

Rarely do we take time to stop and smell the roses

Photo – Robin Quirk, Robin’s Eye Photography

The recent unsettled weather has provided some great rainbow viewing opportunities - including this one arching across the ocean to Alert Bay.
Rainbow Alert

A Brush 
with 

Henschel
by Gordon 
Henschel
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Stress relief found in a canoe on Atluk Lake
There are kayak people and 

there are canoe people. 
My wife,  Ann and I had 

often cast lustful eyes upon 
the beautiful kayaks here 
on North Island, but we had 
never quite graduated per-
manently to this slim little 
vessel with the hole in the 
top. 
Although we tried kayaks 

and enjoyed them, the canoe 
has positioned itself as “first” 
in our lives years ago.
I rode in a canoe almost be-

fore I could walk, paddled 
along by my trapper father 
before the days of the out-
board motor; while Ann’s 
first canoeing experience 
came at twelve when her par-
ents started a tourist resort. 
One of our first dates togeth-
er was canoeing and fishing 
and when we were married, 
was it going to be a new 
chesterfield or a canoe? The 
chesterfield would have had 
to wait had it not been for a 
gift of a canoe from Ann’s 
father. The red canoe, made 
of fibreglass, is the one in the 
painting. Now, over seventy 
years old, it is still in use and 
a family heirloom!
This painting with a canoe 

is of Atluk Lake, a North Is-
land jewel that is the favou-
rite of many campers. With 
a great beach that has plenty 
of room for tents and RVs, it 
can be reached from the Ze-
ballos road in just a few short 

kilometres. With Pinder Peak 
looming overhead, this cool, 
clear gem has countless 
spectacular views with some 
impressive waterfalls com-
ing off the mountain. 
I’ve spent many happy 

hours painting this lake, of-
ten without a boat of any 
kind. There are some great 
views from the logging road 
that runs along the side of it, 
views that give you a really 
good look at Pinder and its 
accompanying range. There 
are turnouts and parking 
places along this route but 
you have to keep a sharp eye 
out for them.
I must admit we had a glo-

rious evening at Atluk Lake 
one summer with some 
friends, who prefer kayaks 
and had an extra one to lend 
us. We did the whole nine 
yards, picnic lunch and all; 
and I learned that a water 
fight with another kayak is 
less invasive than one in a 

canoe.
To sum up: whether it’s a 

canoe or a kayak, getting out 
there with only the sound 
of your paddle and the cry 
of the loons is a great stress 
reliever. It should be on your 
“To Do” list very near the 
top!
Oops, I forgot to mention 

fishing!     

Photo – Kathy O’Reilly

North Islanders turned out in force to snap up seeds, plants, and vegetables at the Seedy Saturday event held at 
the North Island Mall April 13. Above, Myra Connaty, from Coal Harbour’s Connaty Farms, left, helps a customer 
pick out a tomato plant.

Seedy Saturday

A Brush 
with 

Henschel
by Gordon 
Henschel
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When you sink your teeth 
into local island fresh pro-
duce, you have bees to thank. 
We don’t often think about 
the tiny little critters that 
carry the weight of our food 
chain on their wings, but we 
should. 
Vancouver Island has al-

ways relied on small scale 
agriculture projects for food 
security. Unlike many plac-
es in Canada, our island’s 
climate allows for food pro-
duction year-round. But this 
food production and the sur-
vival of our local agricultur-

al farms depends heavily on 
stable bee populations for 
pollination.  
Some of us have heard 

about our bee crisis and is-
sues with pollination and the 
disappearance of our tiny 
friends. But even though we 
know it’s happening, they are 
so tiny for many years they 
seem to have escaped the 
view of scientific work, gov-
ernment funding, and gener-
al social interest. 
Wacky weather, habitat 

loss, toxic chemicals and dis-
ease have resulted in a dra-

matic decline of Vancouver 
Island bees. As one exam-

ple, in 2014 the Committee 
on the Status of Endangered 

Wildlife in Canada (COSE-
WIC), identified the Western 
Bumblebee (a native to Van-
couver Island) as threatened. 
And of the close to 500 other 
species of bees in BC, many 
others are also on the de-
cline.  Having said that, there 
are things us humans can do 
to help.
To help bees, you can plant 

blooming native flowers like 
roses, sunflowers, lavender 
and rhododendrons (which 
also happens to be deer re-
sistant). 
Avoid using pesticides in 

your backyard, particularly 
insecticides like neonicoti-
noids, which are deadly to 
bees. 
You can create bee-friendly 

habitat. From wooden blocks 
to bamboo housing, you can 
find great tips online of how 
you can build bee houses. 
And like all species, bees 
need water. Maintaining a 
small bird bath gives not 
just the birds, but the bees, a 
source of water. 
Despite all the negative 

aspects to bee decline, on a 
positive note, bees are being 

taken seriously by our pro-
vincial government. Current-
ly, you can go to the provin-
cial government website and 
find a detailed list of helpful 
information on wildflowers 
that you can plant:
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/

g o v / c o n t e n t / i n d u s t r y /
agriculture-seafood/ani-
mals-and-crops/animal-pro-
duction/bees/food-for-bees/
bee-forage-plants
The government is also of-

fering a FREE bee course for 
aspiring beekeepers (or, Api-
culturists as they are known 
in the scientific world). You 
can find out more about free 
bee courses at:
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/

g o v / c o n t e n t / i n d u s t r y /
agriculture-seafood/ani-
mals-and-crops/animal-pro-
duction/bees/bee-courses
So, be kind to our bees and 

next time you sink your teeth 
into a local Vancouver Is-
land apple or sprinkle some 
blueberries on your morning 
breakfast, remember it all 
started small and sometimes 
the smallest beings should 
get the biggest buzz.  

Photo — Bryce Casavant

Put together a seal at whale museum
By Kathy O’Reilly
The Whale Interpretive Centre 

in Telegraph Cove has a new 
exhibit for little do-it-your-
selfers.
Last summer, staff and vol-

unteers came up with the idea 
to set up a display that allows 
little visitors to put together a 
Harbour Seal skeleton.
“They’ve labelled every bone, 

so it’s a little puzzle for kids,” 
said Whale Interpretive Centre 
board President Jim Borrow-
man.
“They are real bones with a 

protective covering on them,” 
said Whale Interpretive Centre 
interpreter Emily Holmes.
“The phalanges that would be 

in the front flippers, the hands 
if you will, and the feet, if you 
will, are glued together because 
these little spindly bones would 
just get lost so easily, so that 
is just one piece to put togeth-
er,” said Holmes. This has also 
been done with some pieces of 
the vertebrae.
Another addition to the chil-

dren’s area this year is a hu-
man skeleton called “Nikayak” 
that shows youngsters the dif-
ferences between human and 
mammal anatomy.
“It’s a great teaching tool,” 

said Borrowman.
The skeleton was donated by 

Nick from North Island Kayak.

Photo — Kathy O’Reilly
Whale Interpretive Centre board President Jim Borrowman explains the new Har-

bour Seal exhibit that allows guests to try their hand at assembling a skeleton.

An issue that should get a little more buzz - bees!
At this writing, we have not 

had any snow and you are 
probably wondering if Hen-
schel is trying to put one over 
on you; but it is the season 
and I always try to come up 
with something seasonal! So 
I need to ‘fess up and tell you 
that this painting was done 
last year and I’m using it as 
a basis for this story.
Aside from the snow, I’m 

not sure what, in my paint-
ings, has drawn me to seek 
out water; an eccentricity 
that someone pointed out to 
me years ago when I had a 
show in the Museum build-
ing in Prince Rupert. “Mr. 
Henschel, were you aware 
that out of the 28 paintings 
that are hanging, there is 
only one that doesn’t have 
water in it?” The truth was 
that I had no idea that I was a 
water fanatic with my work:  
for me, certainly a revelation.
The painting in this picture 

is another one of those rev-
elations!  A favourite spot 
of mine, just six kilometres 
from our house, is Roselle 
Lake, a magnet for me as the 

seasons bring on new chang-
es in colour and atmosphere. 
This was the first snow, new 
and iridescent in the morn-
ing sun. The lake, only part-
ly frozen, broke up the new 
white sheet into wonderful 
designs. It would have been 
easy to find a dozen compo-
sitions, each one sparkling 
and magnificent in its new-
ness and freshness. The mag-
ic of snow!
Why is everybody so ex-

cited about a White Christ-
mas? For me, it originates 
from a childhood in Mani-
toba, where snow at Christ-
mas was as sure as Santa 

Claus! My Mom, as well as 
my friends’ mothers, were 
in the church choir and I 
would accompany her to the 
pre-Christmas choir practic-
es. The church in our small 
town lay on a hill; a perfect 
spot for sleds and toboggans! 
The old church, not being 
soundproof, poured forth 
the choir’s Christmas carols 
while we were having our 
winter fun. That, folks, is 
about as good as it can ever 
get: a sliding hill with built-
in carols!
White or not, have a Merry 

Christmas!
Website: www.henschel.ca  

Why is everyone so excited about a white Christmas?
A Brush 

with 
Henschel

by Gordon 
Henschel

Port McNeill Guiders, from left to right:  Koa Lukow-Mccormick - Pathfinder; 
Haylee Masterman - Pathfinder; Giselle Alfred - Ranger; and Stephanie Lacasse - 
Transitioning member hosted their annual Photos with Santa Nov. 30

Santa’s Helpers
Photo — Kathy O’Reilly Photo — Robin Quirk, Robin’s Eye Photography

Choral conductor Jamie Guenther and the Alert Bay Chorus did it again. They 
sang their hearts out at their recent ‘Christmas In Song’ concert Dec. 15 at Christ 
Church. The church was packed with people.

Christmas Chorus

Photo — Christine Patterson
Pine Martins are a member of the weasel family. This one was the size of a small cat.

Outdoor
Adventures
Outdoor 
Adventures 

With Gord Patterson
& Rosie

With Gord Patterson
& Rosie

Pine Martins vicious and opportunistic assassins



By Susan Holbrook
I know I talk a lot about 

gut health because it really 
is the root cause of many 
health issues. 
One of these health prob-

lems that is so common and 
insidious is sugar handling 
issues such as insulin resis-
tance, hypoglycemia, pre 
diabetes and of course dia-
betes (type 2) itself. 
Altering your diet is very 

important to preventing or 
managing these diseases. 
It doesn’t mean that you 

can’t have delicious meals, 
but it does mean eliminat-
ing high glycemic carbohy-

drates and other sugars from 
your diet. There is a book 
called The Diabetic Fix by 
Mike Geary, a certified per-
sonal trainer and nutrition 
specialist, that is available 
online to order in hard copy 
or a digital version. It gives 
you a well laid out plan to 
follow and lots of great in-
formation.
I particularly liked a ref-

erence to cilantro. He said, 
“Cilantro is known for its 
anti-inflammatory com-
pounds and its cholester-
ol-lowering ability, as well 
as its ability to remove 
toxic metals (like mercu-

ry and lead) from the body. 
Cilantro is more than twice 
as effective as antibiotics 
against the food-borne sal-
monella bacteria that cause 
food poisoning. Cilantro is 
a powerful weapon to use 
in fighting diabetes, along 
with a low-glycemic diet. In 
fact, cilantro is so effective 
at lowering blood sugar, it is 
known in some circles as the 
anti-diabetic plant.”
So, here’s a delicious rec-

ipe that has become an all-
time favourite for me!
It includes a sauce that is 

pesto like and reminiscent 
of Chimichurri. It includes 

curry powder that contains 
turmeric, the powerful an-
ti-inflammatory spice. It’s 
rich in antioxidants that bat-
tle inflammation, prevent 
Alzheimer’s Disease, burn 
fat, and enhance the immune 
system. It also helps safe-
guard against those danger-
ous chemicals that can come 
from grilling meat.

Cilantro Beef Kebabs 
serves 2 to 3

Soak several wooden skew-
ers in water.
Place these ingredients into 

a blender or food processor.
1 bunch of fresh cilantro 
1 small red onion or shal-

lot, peeled
2 cloves garlic, peeled 
1 jalapeno trimmed and 

chopped roughly 
1 TBSP grated fresh ginger
1 tsp pink salt 
4 TBSP olive oil 
Juice of 1 lime 
Put ½ cup aside in a sepa-

rate bowl for topping the fin-
ished kebabs. Stir 1 tsp curry 
powder into the rest and add 

2 NY Strip steaks trimmed 
and cut into chunks. Let 
marinate for about 1 hour.
For kebabs prepare red on-

ion, bell peppers and any 
other veggies such as zuc-
chini or mushrooms that 
you would like. When the 
meat is finished marinating, 
thread the meat and veggies 
on to the skewers.
You can place the kebabs 

on a grill pan for broiling or 
on a barbecue. Grill or broil 
the kebabs for 8-10 minutes 
turning the skewers every 
two minutes.

Serve with cilantro sauce, 
plain yogurt, and a green 
salad. I enjoyed it with pa-
padums placed in an air fry-
er for a minute or two. Care-
ful, they can easily burn. 
Papadums are just lentils 

so all good on the glyce-
mic index. Instead of beef 
use chicken, lamb, pork or 
prawns. What a versatile 
recipe!
Please visit my website 

for more information and 
recipes. www.co-creative-
healthsolutions or text 778-
788-4325.

Continued from Page 6
It is an Olympic speed climber and squirrels 

and birds are not safe from its voracious appe-
tite high into the trees. Autumn’s plenty affords 
small critters somewhat of a respite as the wea-
sel supplements meals with berries and fruit.
The Pine Marten is a solitary wanderer, weav-

ing silently through forest undergrowth search-
ing effortlessly among the branches of tall co-
nifers in the soft light of dawn and dusk, using 
these twilight hours to full advantage to hunt 
and explore. The marten marks and patrols a 
spacious territory, and enjoys spending its days 
resting in hollows, abandoned nests, or thick 
brush piles. 
This clever, observant weasel is rarely seen by 

hikers, embodying the secret spirit of the for-
est: alert, curious, and perfectly attuned to the 
rhythms of the wild places it calls home. In ear-
ly spring, female Pine Martens give birth to lit-
ters of two to five kits in well-hidden soft cozy 
dens tucked within hollow trees or old squirrel 
nests. 
The young are born blind and helpless, relying 

totally on their mother’s care for several weeks 
before venturing out to learn the skills of hunt-
ing and survival by summer’s end.

Our joy was palpable long after this marvel-
lous mammal vanished. We knew we had been 
granted a rare gift, a fleeting glimpse into the 
secret world that thrives just out of sight. It left 
us wondering: how many other God’s creatures 
had watched us from their shadowy refuges? 
Are we the observers or the observed? How 
many silent paws, sharp eyes, and beating 
hearts had we walked by hidden in the quiet, 
patiently watching us as we wandered through 
their home?
In the wilds of British Columbia, the greatest 

adventures are not just in the sights we witness 
or photograph; but in the endless stories play-
ing out, unseen, all around us, waiting for those 
rare, magical moments when another chapter 
in Nature’s grand book chooses to reveal itself. 
We finished the day elated and again humbled 
by the hidden lives within. The forest, in its 
quiet wisdom, continuously teaches us to walk 
softly, to watch, and to cherish every fleeting 
connection with its elusive inhabitants. Sight-
ings that enrich our being and remind us of our 
place in nature’s grand design.
Isn’t nature grand.
Safe Travels
Gord
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• Residential • Commercial • Silver Label 
inspections for Mobile Homes

Since 2019 in Port McNeill

CALL OR TEXT
(250) 902-8072 
h6electrical@gmail.com

Cilantro Beef Kebabs - Sugar handling made easier

MOUNT WADDINGTON REGIONAL HOSPITAL DISTRICT/
REGIONAL DISTRICT OF MOUNT WADDINGTON

Bylaw Adoptions of the 2026-2030 5-Year Financial Plans
The Mount Waddington Hospital District will be holding a Board Meeting on 
March 31, 2026 at 11:30 am to adopt Bylaw No. 112, 2026-2030 5 Year 
Financial Plan. 

The Regional District of Mount Waddington will be holding a Board Meeting on 
March 31, 2026 at 2:00 pm to adopt Bylaw No. 1072, 2026-2030 5 Year 
Financial Plan.

Additional information can be obtained via:
Website: www.rdmw.bc.ca
Telephone: 250-956-3301
Email: info@rdmw.bc.ca 
 

Pine Marten encounter



Page 8                                                                                                                                    The Eagle                                                                                                      Friday, March 27, 2026

A Bald Eagle and its watchful eyes. Photo by Robin Quirk, Robin’s Eye Photogra-
phy. If you have a photo you would like to share with our readers please email pub-
lisher@northislandeagle.com.

Page 12                                                                                                                                 The Eagle                                                                                                  Friday, December 20, 2019  

This week’s Reflection sponsored by ...

A view of the Coastal Mountains from Alert Bay. Photo Kim Silvey. If you have a 
photograph you would like to share with our readers, please email it to publisher@
northislandeagle.com.

Woss Camp was established 
in about 1948 when Canadi-
an Forest Products Ltd. ex-
panded its logging rights into 
the Nimpkish Valley, and 
constructed an extension of 
the Englewood railway. Un-
til the 1960s, the main way 
to access Woss was by rail. 
Families in the many logging 
camps along the Englewood 
Line would travel by rail for 

school, shopping, and social 
events. 
In the late 1980s and ear-

ly 1990s, tourists were able 
to take the historic train for 
rides around the valley. 
“Gas 0-4-0, Canadian For-

est Products No. 97; used as 
auxiliary engine to transport 
children to school at Woss 
Lake.”
(Photo of the Week provided 

by Brenda McCorquodale, 
North Island historian. See 
more of her work at http://
undiscoveredcoast.blogspot.
ca/  or email her at storeys-
beach@gmail.com.  The 
Undiscovered Coast Face-
book Page has close to 2000 
likes. If you would like to see 
more historical photos of the 
North Island help them get to 
2000 by liking their page!)

Train transported kids to school
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This week’s Reflection sponsored by ...

At A&W, we're on a journey to 
source simple, great-tasting 

ingredients, farmed with care. 

8950 Granville St, Port Hardy
Hours: 6 a.m. to 10 p.m. 7 days a week!

Phone: (250) 949-2345

Great products 
at low prices!

8950 Granville St, Port Hardy
Open Monday-Saturday 9:30 a.m.-6 p.m.

Sundays 11 a.m. to 6 p.m.
Phone: (250) 902-0488

ASunrise in Alert Bay towards Kelsey Bay. Photo by Kim Silvey. If you have a 
photograph you would like to share with our readers, please email it to publisher@
northislandeagle.com.

North Island Reflections

Prior to the construction of a highway sys-
tem, the Union Steamships were the prima-
ry transportation vehicle into and out of the 
North Island. 
The original community of Port Hardy was 

constructed on the opposite side of the Bay to 
where it now stands. 
The community had problems with the rocky 

land and a poor location for a wharf. On more 
than one occasion the wharf was damaged 
such that it could not be used, and townspeo-
ple had to row out to meet the steamships. 
By the mid 1920s many residents moved 

across the bay to form a new community 

which was called Hardy Bay. 
No one told the post office that there was a 

new community, and mail that was addressed 
to ‘Port Hardy’ was re-routed to residents in 
Hardy Bay. 
Eventually the post office moved as well and 

the new community took over the name Port 
Hardy. 
City of Vancouver Archives CVA 586-584.
(Photo of the Week provided by Brenda 

McCorquodale, North Island historian. See 
more of her work at http://undiscoveredcoast.
blogspot.ca/  or email her at storeysbeach@
gmail.com.

Once Upon a Time ...

Approaching 
Hardy Bay in 1941

www.northislandeagle.com      Facebook:  @northislandeagle

To have your business be part of 
our positive message call 250-949-0337 
or email publisher@northislandeagle.com

The North Island Eagle... 
because everyone needs 
some good news
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Once Upon a Time ...

Approaching 
Hardy Bay in 1941
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Once Upon a Time ...

Claire Trevena 
Member of the Legislative Assembly, North Island

Claire.Trevena.mla@leg.bc.ca
250.949.9473 or 866.387.5100

Hon. Claire Trevena, MLA, North Island
Phone: 250-949-9473 or 866-387-5100

Email: Claire.trevena.mla@leg.bc.ca

This week’s Reflection sponsored by ...

By Kathy O’Reilly
Rodrigo Morales from Chile has launched a 

unique jewellery business in Port McNeill us-
ing specialized local wood.
Rodrigo’s business ‘Pikhoyo Jewellery’ is 

based on pikoyo or picoyo which uses araucar-
ia tree (Monkey Tree) resin to make cabochons 
– or charms.
“I started this project six months ago after find-

ing some very special pieces in the forest that 
are produced by certain types of pine trees,” 
said Rodrigo.
In Chile, the Araucaria produces resin between 

the branch and the trunk. 
“Once the tree disappears after hundreds of 

years due to decomposition, this special prod-

uct is obtained, very similar to those produced 
by cedar trees in this country,” he said.
What makes these pieces special is their amber 

colour, their hardness, and especially the length 
of time they can last once the tree disappears.
“I enjoy doing this. It has a special connection 

with nature, and each collection allows me to 
discover and learn new things around Port Mc-
Neill,” he said.
To create his jewellery, Rodrigo mainly uses a 

coping saw and sandpaper with different grits.
A coping saw is a specialized bow saw with 

a thin, replaceable blade designed for intricate, 
curved cuts, detailed woodworking, and creat-
ing coped joints in trim.
While the jewellery is new, “I have been in-

volved with wood in various ways throughout 
my life, as I am a carpenter and also a furniture 
maker.”
Approximately two years ago, Rodrigo came 

to Port McNeill at the invitation of a friend who 
has lived here for some time. “What I like about 
this place is the tranquility, the nature, and the 
people who live here.”
Rodrigo is from the city of Curacautín in the 

Chilean province of Malleco. Curacautín is lo-
cated 90 kilometres northeast of Temuco, in a 
valley near the volcanoes Tolhuaca, Lonquim-
ay and Llaima, all of which can be seen from 
the city. “Even though the city of Curacautín is 
on the other side of the world, we have many 
things in common, such as rivers, lakes, moun-
tains, and some animals. Perhaps the only dif-
ference would be the volcanoes,” he said. 

Continued on Page 9

Tree joints used for jewellery

Photo — Kathy O’Reilly
Rodrigo Morales was busy selling his jewellery at the Port McNeill Farmer’s Market at 

the Lions Hall March 14. Marales has launched a new business called ‘Pikhoyo Jewellery’ 
featuring earrings and necklaces like the one below.



Friday, March 27, 2026                                                                                                      The Eagle                                                                                                                                    Page 9

Services
• Professional installations 
• Gutter and eavestrough installation 
• Downspout cleanouts 
• Leaf gutter guards • Gutter cleaning

250-230-4705
250-230-4719

G7guttersolutions@gmail.com

Based in Port McNeill
Serving the entire North Island

Services
• Professional installations 
• Gutter and eavestrough installation 
• Downspout cleanouts 
• Leaf gutter guards • Gutter cleaning
• Soft wash siding, soffit, and exterior 
gutter cleaning • Exterior windows

250-230-4705
250-230-4719

G7guttersolutions@gmail.com

Based in Port McNeill
Serving the entire North Island

By Kathy O’Reilly
For the first time, Alert Bay 

bird rescuer Robin Quirk was 
called into action to save a 
Peregrine Falcon.
The aide was rendered after 

Quirk received a call from 
Page Escallier. On Wednes-
day, March 18 at about 7:30 

a.m., Page heard a very loud 
thud on her boat. 
“I initially thought I’d been 

hit. So, I ran onto the deck to 
find a Peregrine Falcon down 
on my starboard side deck and 
feathers covering my aft cab-
in,” she recalled. 
“I startled the falcon, and 

it took off, but didn’t get far, 
maybe 30 feet behind my boat 
and onto the dock between the 
pilings and the electrical box.” 
By then, a murder of over 60 
crows had swarmed on the 
surrounding boats, making a 
ruckus. 
“I spoke calmly, and after 15 

minutes the crows flew away. 
I decided to leave the falcon 
alone and give it some space 
to leave.”
Again, about 15 to 20 min-

utes later, the crows returned. 
Page went back to check on 
the falcon, to find it still there. 
She reached out to MARS 

Wildlife Rescue in Merville 
to alert them of the situation 
and that the bird was still at 
the docks. They proceeded to 
reach out to Robin.
“I had thought I would drive 

to Robin’s, so I walked past 
with my head averted to keep 
it calm and ask for assistance. 
When I saw two men on the 
dock and told them my con-
cerns about the situation, one 
approached to see the bird, 
and, frightened, it took off 
only to land in the water be-
tween the pilings.”
With a few more calls and 

advice from Mars, Page de-
cided her fish net was its best 
chance. By then, the falcon 
had swum under the docks and 
was on a ledge on the opposite 
side. After some manoeuvring 
her net through the pilings, 
Page was able to catch the fal-
con and pull it out of the water 
and onto the dock. 
“There I covered it with a 

towel, returned to my boat and 
couldn’t believe I was sitting 
in my cockpit with a Peregrine 
Falcon in my lap!”

Robin arrived 
with a carrier 
within minutes, 
and after careful-
ly cutting the net 
to release its foot, 
the falcon was se-
cured. 
“I am very grate-

ful I was there 
to help such an 
amazing animal 
and add an excit-
ing adventure and 
story to my life on 
a sailboat!”
Robin placed the 

falcon gently into 
the bird crate, but 
the door would 
not close because 
the falcon now 
had a grip on the 
towel that it had 
been wrapped 
in. Robin tucked 
the towel into the 
crate and shut the 
door. She hoped 
the bird would 
release the towel 
once it relaxed. 
“I decided to go 

to get some help 
from a friend to 
hold the falcon while I cut the 
towel away,” said Robin. 
Maureen Towers kindly vol-

unteered. “To our delight it 
had let go of the big towel, so 
all was well. It was hard to see 
any injuries at this point, but 
it seemed to be favouring its 
right shoulder.” Once home, 
Robin and Mars started look-
ing for transportation for the 
bird.  
Mars contacted Robin with 

news a ride was on its way to 
pick up the falcon around 2 

p.m. Robin caught the noon 
ferry to Port McNeill which 
was incidentally the last full 
trip of the Quadra Queen II.  
Chris Hansen volunteered to 

pick up the Peregrine Falcon 
and drove it to MARS Wild-
life Hospital. 
When she arrived at MARS  

they discovered she had head 
trauma, swollen legs, no frac-
tures and was eating.  She was 
placed on anti-inflammato-
ries to reduce the swelling in 
her legs and monitored over 
the weekend. By Monday 

her legs had responded well 
to the medication. Although 
it is found on six continents, 
the Peregrine is uncommon 
in most areas; it was serious-
ly endangered in the mid-20th 
century because of the effects 
of DDT and other persistent 
pesticides.
Regarded by falconers and 

biologists alike as one of the 
noblest and most spectacular 
of all birds of prey and in pow-
er-diving from great heights to 
strike prey, may reach speeds 
of 200 miles per hour. 

Peregrine Falcon rescued after striking sailboat

Photos — Robin Quirk, Robin’s Eye Photography
A juvenile Peregrine Falcon, nicknamed Volare, that flew into a sailboat 

in Alert Bay sits in a cage ready for transport to Mars Wildlife Rescue. 
Left, Page Escaller holds the majestic bird of prey.

Continued from Page 8
“Obviously, the food and language are very different.”
For now, Rodrigo and partner Ashley Whalen, “who has also 

been an important part of this project”, are selling their product 
at the farmers’ markets. You can also find them on Instagram @
pikhoyo.jewlery.
“All our products are made with collected materials and are not 

obtained from manufactured or processed woods.”

Wood jewellery
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        info@melanconstruction.ca                                                  www.melanconstruction.ca                                      William Melan: 250-618-7410

It’s time to 
book ahead for 
the new year!CONSTRUCTION LTD.
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Call?Who you gonna 
North Island Business Directory

Serving
•Port McNeill
• Hyde Creek
• Nimpkish 

Heights
• Twin Peaks

• Cluxewe

Call us Today 
for More 

Information!

Purified Water 
by Reverse 

Osmosis

North Island Images
Darrell J. McIntosh
Nature & Wildlife Photographer
250-209-0945        northislandimages@hotmail.com

Box 275
Port Alice, BC

V0N 2N0

”
“FOR THE BEST ROOF

OUR QUALITY IS PROOF

FREE On-Site Estimate
24-Hour Emergency Services
2-Year Labour Warranty

250-230-ROOF (7663)     Toll Free 1-844-802-ROOF     michelle@carson-roofing.com

“FOR THE BEST ROOF OUR QUALITY IS PROOF” 
CARSON-ROOFING.COM

CARSON ROOFING LTD

Spr ing is finally here! Please call  us for your free estimate now to book in for 
the upcoming busy season!  We do gutter cleaning & moss removal as well. 
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121-750 Comox Rd.
Courtenay, BC

V9N 3P6

BRIGETTE AVOINE
Sales Representative

CELL: 250-207-0275  
BUS: 250-334-3124

brigetteavoine@royallepage.ca

In the Comox Valley
INDEPENDENTLY OWNED AND OPERATED, BROKERAGE

121-750 Comox Rd.
Courtenay, BC

V9N 3P6

BRIGETTE AVOINE
Sales Representative

CELL: 250-207-0275  
BUS: 250-334-3124

brigetteavoine@royallepage.ca

In the Comox Valley
INDEPENDENTLY OWNED AND OPERATED, BROKERAGE

121-750 Comox Rd.
Courtenay, BC

V9N 3P6

BRIGETTE AVOINE
Sales Representative

CELL: 250-207-0275  
BUS: 250-334-3124

brigetteavoine@royallepage.ca

In the Comox Valley
INDEPENDENTLY OWNED AND OPERATED, BROKERAGE

If you, your family, or friends 
are moving to the Comox Valley, 

Call me ... I would love to help 
find your new home

121-750 Comox Rd.
Courtenay, BC

V9N 3P6

BRIGETTE AVOINE
Sales Representative

CELL: 250-207-0275  
BUS: 250-334-3124

brigetteavoine@royallepage.ca

In the Comox Valley
INDEPENDENTLY OWNED AND OPERATED, BROKERAGE

PORT HARDY Return-It

8740 Main Street., Port Hardy    250-949-7700

It’sWorth It.

PORT HARDY Return-It is giving away 
SIX 32-inch Smart TVs this summer!!

Come on in and enter to Win!

8740 Main Street., Port Hardy
Thurs- Sun 9:30 am - 4:30 pm 

250-949-7700   

Recycle 
& WIN!

L
E
T
U
S
F
L
O
O
R
Y
O
U

danielle@dkfbooks.ca

250-902-7027
 dkfbooks.ca

4-7035 Market Street, Port Hardy

Port Hardy
North Island Community 
Health Centre 
Tuesday 1-7
Thursday 9-5

Port McNeill
#22 - 1705 
Campbell Way
Wednesday 1-7
Friday 8:30-5:30

NEW 
office hours

pm-chiropractic.ca              Dr. Martin Barker: 250.900.1090
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PALMISTRY, TAROT AND 
PSYCHIC READINGS with 
Roxanne. Clear and con-
cise help in all areas of 
your life. Sessions avail-
able by phone or in person 
(Malcolm Island). Healing-
Search.com

604-902-3881

Electric yard art and land-
scaping services. Specializ-
ing in outdoor feature light-
ing, water ponds, custom 
garden fountains and water-
fall features, underground 
sprinkler systems, drain-
age pipes, fencing repairs, 
raised garden beds, green-
houses, walkways, landscap-
ing maintenance and waste 
removal. Consultations and 
design quotes are free.

236-255-2238
Services

MEN'S SHED 

Connection 
Commraderie 
Community 

Are you looking to add 
more purpose, and 

excitement to your day? 

Thursday's at 7:00 PM
Port McNeil! Old School 

Red seal journeyman elec-
trician looking for small, 
residential jobs. 30+ years 
experience. Reasonable 
rates. All quotes are free. 
Call Jesse.

236-255-2238

3 Hardy Silex Steelhead 
reels in mint condition, 1 
new. Serious inquiries only.

250-949-7630

Furniture

Arrow canopy, from a Ford 
Ranger, fire red, 6 foot 
long, 2 feet high and four 
and a half feet wide. Excel-
lent condition, no scratch-
es. Asking $600.

250-884-4286

Boats

3288 Bayliner, twin 4-cyl-
nder diesels. $25,000.

 250-306-4417

Fishing 11ft3in. Lamiglas steelhead 
fishing rod. Mint condition. 
$225 firm.

 250-902-8413

McLary antique wood and 
coal stove for sale $1,200. 
Good condition.

 250-702-2727
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Request for Proposals

Orca Sand & Gravel LP 
is seeking proposals for the design, construction, 
and project management of a new shop building 

on our site on Northern Vancouver Island.  

 Completed proposals must be submitted to Orca   
 Sand & Gravel LP no later than May 31, 2019. 

 RFP packages can be picked up in person at: 
 6505 Island Highway, Port McNeill 
 or by email at tmackay@orcasand.ca

classifieds/marketplaceclassifieds/marketplace
Request for Proposals

VILLAGE OF PORT ALICE

REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS
# 2019 – 01

WEBSITE REDESIGN
The Village of Port Alice is accepting proposals for 
a redesign of our portalice.ca website.

The redesign will include the information currently 
on our website as well as an additional page for 
tourism.

Proposals should include costs for training Village 
staff to update and maintain the website after the 
redesign as well as examples of previous design 
work.

The current website is on the Wordpress platform.
Interested parties are invited to submit proposals 
to:

Bonnie Danyk, CAO / CFO
Village of Port Alice
1061 Marine Drive

P.O. Box 130
Port Alice, BC V0N 2N0

Email: CAO@portalice.ca, Fax 250-284-3416

Deadline: Friday, June 14, 2019 at 4:00 pm

THE VILLAGE OF PORT ALICE RESERVES THE RIGHT 
TO REJECT ANY OR ALL PROPOSALS 

AND TO ACCEPT ANY PROPOSAL IT CONSIDERS   
ADVANTAGEOUS.

THE LOWEST OR ANY PROPOSAL 
MAY NOT NECESSARILY BE ACCEPTED. 

VACANT LOT FOR SALE
1116 Matsqui Avenue

Legal Description: Lot 10, Plan VIP19973 District Lot 
2137, Rupert Land District

Sold As Is / Where Is 

Minimum Bid Price is $25,000

Sealed Bids accepted until 
4:00 pm on May 31, 2019

Submit your bid in a sealed envelope (be sure to 
include your name and contact info) clearly marked 

1116 Matsqui Avenue on the outside to:

Bonnie Danyk, CAO / CFO
Village of Port Alice
1061 Marine Drive

Box 130, Port Alice BC, V0N 2N0

For Sale
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2017 Rate Card
Full Page   
6 col (10.5 inches) x 10.5 inches............... $500 
(+GST)  
Half Page
6 col (10.5 inches) x 5.25 inches .............. $280 
(+GST)   
Quarter Page
3 col (5.167 inches) x 5.25 inches ............ $170 
(+GST)   
Eighth Page
(3 col (5.167 inches) x 2.12 inches 
or 2 col (3.3889) x 4 inches ...................... $100 
(+GST)   
$12.75 per column inch
Non-Business Word Classifieds - FREE
Deadline  — We Design Monday at 5 p.m. 
                      Camera Ready Tuesday at 12 (NOON)
To Book Your Ad:   Call Kathy O’Reilly at: 250-
949-0337
   or  email: publisher@northislandeagle.com

Single copy $1  Subscription $40 per year
Delivered Fridays.

www.northislandeagle.com

The

EAGLE
Your Locally-Owned Eye on ‘True North Island’ Life

2019 Rate Card

CareersBoats

5-ton 98 GMC, 24-foot 
box, roll up door, cab 
over, app. 150,000-
160,000 miles, 316 Cat 
engine, runs well, 6-speed, 
3,000lb liftgate, needs in-
spection. $16,500.

250-949-1807

Wanted

1961 Yamanaka Boat 
Works Built, 40’x 12’x 
5’6”, Total Refit, Vol-
vo MD96 Diesel Engine, 
Heads Forward & Aft, 
Diesel Stove in Aft Cabin 
& Diesel Fireplace Heater 
Forward. $45,000.

250-201-3732

1998 Jeep Cherokee, 
287k, 6 cyl, Aw4 auto-
matic transmission and 
4x4, new front brake pads, 
rotors, 4 new shocks, 2” 
lift, lockable storage box. 
$3,500.

250-230-6500

Campers

2011 21ft Trailblazer. 1 
slide out, 2 queen beds, 
3-piece bathroom, AC, 
TV and much more. Used 
very little. Well maintained 
& Clean. Excellent Condi-
tion. $17,000 OBO

250-284-3930

Household
NEW LiftMaster electric 
garage door opener, 8’-9” 
door, highest quality prod-
uct. 2 remotes, keypad and 
wifi capability. $400. 

250-230-0103

2017 Keystone Bullet 272 
BHS Trailer, Large slide 
out, entertainment centre, 
booth dinette, L-shaped 
kitchen counter with extra 
large sink, queen bed for-
ward with wardrobes on 
each side, double bed set 
of bunks and bathroom 
with tub/shower, toilet and 
sink. The undercarriage 
has been rebuilt with heavy 
duty axles, leaf springs, 
new bushings with grease 
nipples and four brand 
new tires. Located in Tele-
graph Cove. $27,500

250-949-1556

Furniture
1 large entertainment cen-
tre with oak finish and 
casters, very sturdy, made 
in Canada: $80; 1Maple or 
Birch rocking chair: $40; 
2 oak chairs, circa 1940: 
$100 for the pair or best 
offer; 1 Walnut gate-leg ta-
ble, circa 1940: $460 or 
best offer. 1 Mahogany cof-
fee table with brass wheels, 
circa 1940: $200 or best 
offer.          250-956-4977

2010 Adventure camper 
950 model, for long box 
truck, sleeps 5, shower, 
large fridge, happy Jack’s 
in new condition. Always 
storerd inside. Ready to go 
camping $21,000.

250-230-0909

Looking for a reliable 
housekeeper in the Port 
Hardy area.  Regular 
scheduled visits/cleaning, 
every 2 weeks.  Preferred 
if you have your own sup-
plies, but not critical. If in-
terested, please leave mes-
sage @ 250-949-8400

2017 Ford F350 SD XLT; 
Crew 4 WD; 6.7 Diesel; 
6’6” box; Capit Canopy; 47 
K km; Cariboo brown; ex-
cellent condition. $59,000 
OBO.

250-949-1556

Garage Sales

Trucks

2012 Aljo Camper, never 
been used for camping. 
$16,500 OBO.

250-288-3637

2015 Ram 1500 4x4 hemi 
low KMS 81,500.

250-902-2222

17.5’ Bayliner 175XT 
Wakeboard Edition, low 
hours, only been in fresh 
water. $9,500.

250-204-0987

Miscellaneous

Campers

2018 Campion 542 SC 
purchased in April of this 
year, brand new. 21 hrs 
on the 2018 Mercury 150 
HP outboard. Comes on a 
3100 EZ Loader trailer. 
$53,700

250-204-0987

EMPLOYMENTOPPORTUNITY
REGIONAL DISTRICT OF MOUNT WADDINGTON
CLERK/RECEPTIONIST-Casual/Vacation Relief

POSTING DATE: July 3, 2019

The Regional District of Mount Waddington (RDMW) is seeking an experienced
Clerk/Receptionist for casual/vacation relief.

Reporting to the Administrator, the Clerk/Receptionist provides reception and switchboard
services as well as clerical and secretarial support. The Clerk/Receptionist will work out of 
the Regional District office located at 2044 McNeill Road in Port McNeill.

The successful candidate will have a minimum of Grade 12 completion with proven 
experience in office skills and procedures, as well as demonstrated ability to provide 
excellent customer service. Applicants should have a high level of proficiency with MS 
Word, Excel, and Outlook. Other requirements include excellent written and verbal 
communication skills, the ability to multi-task and prioritize a varying workload with shifting 
priorities, and be detail oriented.

Please submit your cover letter and resume outlining qualifications and related experience 
by 4:00 pm Friday, July 18, 2019.

Greg Fletcher, Administrator
Regional District of Mount Waddington, Box 729, Port McNeill, BC, V0N 2R0
Fax: (250) 956-3232 or E-mail: info@rdmw.bc.ca

Visit our website at www.rdmw.bc.ca for a copy of this advertisement and to learn more 
about the Regional District of Mount Waddington.

Boat for sale, Motor needs 
a little bit of work. Boat in-
cludes: fishing gear, Hook 
4 depth sounder + Navion-
ics. $1,600.

250-230-4365

Looking for a housemate, 
Port Hardy, to share 
household chores and 
renos.

778-994-2500

Cars
2007 Mustang convert-
ible, 460 V-8, 5-speed, 
mint condition, like new, 
110,000 kms.

250-230-1064

2010 Subaru Outback 
limited 2.5 CVT, 127120 
km, have gotten 40mpg on 
the hwy. , leather electric 
heated front seats, 17 inch 
alloy wheels. GPS, sun-
roof, fog lights, hidden tow 
hitch, auto dimming mir-
ror with compass, cruise 
control, dual climate con-
trol, cruise control.Good 
condition inside and out.

250-902-3226

July 6th, 10am to 2pm, 
2120 Camosun Crescent. 
No early birds please.

Golf Cart, like new. All 
new tires, body, front end, 
glass, seats, comes with 
a full cover and heater. 
$3,000 firm.

250-230-1064

1994 Dodge Ram 250 
campervan, 5.2 v8, 4 
speed auto with overdrive, 
261516 km. 21mpg load-
ed on hwy. Fridge, 2 burn-
er stove, double sink, toi-
let and shower. 2 roof top 
solar panels with battery, , 
microwave. Aluminum box 
on back for extra storage.

250-902-3226

REDUCED! 2000 Ford 
150 pick-up, 4x4, 4.6L 
motor, new emergency 
brake kit, new brakes and 
rotors all wheels, 3 new 
tie-rod ends, new transfer 
case seal and flushed, two 
new front ABS sensors, 
recharged air condition-
er, two new front wheel 
bearings, new windshield, 
wheel alignment and all 
wheels balanced, new un-
dercoat paint, changed 
oil and filter, and lube. 
241,000k. Runs great! As 
is. $3,500

250-949-0118

NEW LiftMaster electric 
garage door opener, 8’-9” 
door, highest quality prod-
uct. 2 remotes, keypad and 
wifi capability. $400. 

250-230-0103

Cars

Household

REDUCED! 2010 Mitsubi-
shi Lancer, 170,000 kms, 
checked by mechanic. 
$5,500 OBO. John.

250-284-6634

TrucksHelp Wanted
Twoceans

Coal Harbour
Large, fully furnished, 
2 bedroom apartments 

Include fridge, stove, micro-
wave, washer, dryer, pots and 
pans, towels and bed linens, 
satellite TV channels.
Clean, quiet location. Singles, 
couples, or retireds live here.
$950 plus hydro/per mth with 

one year lease.
Available immediately.

Phone: 250.949.8855
www.twooceans.com

For Rent

2010 FORD RANGER 
4X4, Extended Cab, Great 
condition,  No rust, Air 
conditioning, Standard 5 
speed, 156, 000 kms, 4 
litre, Manual windows. 
$12,500

778-735 -1470

Mastercraft 10 gal. air 
compressor comes with 50 
foot industrial grade hose 
and fittings. $300.

250-902-4047

Tools

Pets

Tires
For Sale:  Four(4) slightly 
used Arctic Claw Winter 
TXi P215 75 R15 snow 
tires, with studs, on rims. 
$320.00 or best offer. 

250 956-4977

97 Ford Ranger Splash 
2 wheel drive 5 speed 
280000 km V6 engine win-
ter tires runs and drives 
good. $2,000. 

250-540-2067

Need to declutter? Your 
item here - Free!!

250-949-0337

Garage Sale
Garage Sale, 115 4th St., 
Sointula November 15th, 
11 a.m. - 4 p.m. and Sat-
urday November 16th, 
11:30 a.m. - 4pm.

Furniture for sale:
One (1) steel frame for a 
double bed: $30 or best 
offer.
One (1) large sofa bed 
with matching button-back 
chair; $300 or best offer.
One(1) Walnut gate-leg ta-
ble, circa 1940: $460 or 
best offer.
One (1) Mahogany coffee 
table with brass wheels, 
circa 1940: $200 or best 
offer.

250 956-4977

Trucks

Sporting Goods
Nordic Track, 4.0 tread-
mill, unused, unassembled 
and boxed $500.

250-949-2640

Ladies golf package, un-
used, complete with clubs, 
bag, cart, etc. $500.

250-949-2640

New dog kennel, up to 60 
pounds. Wheels, extended 
handle. Never used. $60.

250-230-4421

Looking for a reliable house-
keeper in the Port Hardy 
area.  Regular scheduled vis-
its/cleaning, every 2 weeks.  
Preferred if you have your 
own supplies, but not criti-
cal. 
If interested, please leave 
message @ 250-949-8400

Help Wanted

Honda eu2000 inverter, 
good condition. $800

250-949-0337

Sporting Goods

Ep2500 Honda genset.  
Runs good, nice conditon. 
$650.

250 230 1173

1999 GMC Sierra SLE 
Z71, Automatic, 4x4, ex-
tended cab (with a third 
door), 5.3 litre V8.  Power 
everything, bed liner, can-
opy, CD player. BC truck, 
never towed anything. 
327xxx kms. Good shape, 
everything works and 
needs nothing.  $5,100 
OBO

778-678-8377

CROSSWORD

To Adver�se in The Eagle call 250-949-0337 
or email publisher@northislandeagle.com

Reach almost 3,100 North Island Homes & Businesses!

LUND WC-14 boat c/w 9.9 
Johnson motor, trailer, seats, 
oars, rod holders, NAV lights 
and more. Asking $7,800. 

250-956-3300

Washing machine, GE 
commercial grade, with all 
original paperwork. In very 
good condition. $350.

 250-949-8655 
leave message

14-foot Glastron fibreglass 
boat, seats four, 40hp Suzu-
ki, 40hp trolling motor, four 
life jackets, downriggers, 
hand-held marine radio and 
more. $5,000.

 250-281-2281

Local 3D printing in Port 
McNeill.

 403-620-0033

Coming Events

Scotty downrigger with 17-
inch arm with a pulley on 
the end. Has a brake and 
mounting bracket and count-
er and all works fine. $50.

250-949-0118

Baby Big John downrigger 
has a 14-inch arm with a 
pulley on the end. Has a 
five-inch reel with handle 
and a brake and a mount-
ing bracket. Very cute and 
would be good for a small 
boat in a lake. $25.

250-949-0118

Long line or halibut block, 
cost $500+ will sell for 
$200.

250-949-0118

Fishing

Great big monster gaff 
hook, 4 foot long, eight 
inches across at the hook, 
stainless steel, cost $100 
will sell for $50.

250-949-0118

3-foot halibut gaff hook, 
stainless steel. Cost $70 
will sell for $35.

250-949-0118

12-foot aluminium boat 
comes with electric motor 
and new oars. $600 OBO.

250-878-6625

Skookum stainless steel hali-
but harpoon. $50.

250-949-0118

Shimano moocher 200 GT 
fishing reel with 7-ft buzz 
bomb special. Mooching or 
trolling rod. Both in good 
shape. $60.

250-949-0118

Miscellaneous
Simonize 10-inch random 
orbit polisher/waxer, like 
new with carrying case. 
$90 new take $40.

250-949-0118

The Seniors Advocate is 
presenting at Hardy Bay 
Seniors on April 17th at 
1:00. No fee but register 
at hardybayseniors@gmail.
com

Coming Events

Mechanics
16, ¾ inch Craftsman sock-
ets, range from 1 inch to 2 
inch, ¾ inch 20-inch 5649 
Proto ratchet and exten-
sions, a 15 inch, a 7 inch, 
and a 4 inch. $450

250-949-0118

Public Notices

LAND ACT: 

Notice of Intention to Apply for a Disposition of Crown Land 

Take notice that we, Valetudo Holdings Ltd. from Kamloops BC have applied to the Ministry of 
Water, Land & Resource Stewardship (WLRS) for a Foreshore Lease Expansion to include a parking 
area situated on Provincial Crown land located on Rough Bay in Sointula BC. 

The Lands File Number that has been established for this application is Crown Land File # 
1402181. 

Comments may be submitted electronically via the provincial Applications, Comments & Reasons 
for Decision webpage at 

https://comment.nrs.gov.bc.ca/. Alternatively hard copy comments may be directed to the Senior 
Land Officer, Ministry of Water, Land & Resource Stewardship at 142-2080 Labieux Rd, Nanaimo, 
BC V9T 6J9. 

Comments will be received by WLRS up to May 8, 2026. WLRS may not be able to consider 
comments received after this date.  

Please visit the website at https://comment.nrs.gov.bc.ca/ for more information. 

Be advised that any response to this advertisement will be considered part of the public record.  For 
information contact the Freedom of Information Advisor at the Ministry of Water, Land & Resource 
Stewardship office in Nanaimo. 

Services

Coming Events

Tri-Port Pride Society
Annual General Meeting

Tues., April 14th 
6:30 pm

Port Hardy Civic Centre, 
Hydro Room

For virtual invite - 
email: triportpridesociety@gmail.com

Spring cleaning? Your 
household classified here 
FREE

03370118

Obittuaries

Stephen Douglas Charlesworth  
Feb.18/1943-March 20/2026

Our Dad passed away 
March 20/2026. He 
leaves behind three 
daughters Shelley 
(Gordon) Wigman, Sheri 
(Mark) Hilts, and Sylvia 
(Ken) Knorn along with 
8 grandchildren and 15 
great grandchildren. 

Mom and Dad loved 
Nakusp and returned 
there to visit family and 
friends. 

Dad was predeceased by his wife Betty and son 
Robin. 
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FEATURE HOMES OF THE WEEK

Royal LePage Advance Realty
4-7035 Market Street, Port Hardy, BC

250-949-7231

74-5250 Beaver Harbour Road, Port Hardy  $195,000     MLS® # 1029198

Melanie McRann
Cell: 778-886-5219

Johan Olsen
Cell: 250-209-9667

Ronnie (Veronica) Sam
Cell: 250-527-0036

Sandra Masales
Cell: 250-902-9271

The market is calling for homes like yours!
To view all our listings go to porthardyrealestate.net

Everything has been beautifully updated in this sleek rancher-style mobile home, featuring 
new siding, gutters and a roof, along with two gorgeous new decks - covered so you can 
enjoy the outdoor space year-round. Designed with a coastal flair, the home feels bright, 
warm and inviting, complete with a wood stove. Inside are two bedrooms, a bonus room 
perfect for an office or guest space and two full bathrooms. Located in a family-oriented 
park with a playground. Within walking distance to hiking trails and a sandy beach.

3 bed plus den, 2 bath 2 level home with beautiful custom woodwork throughout. Upstairs 
offers original hardwood, 3 bedrooms, family room and full bath. Laundry leads to back 
deck. Living room has access to the back yard and is open to the dining area connected 
to the kitchen. The bathroom on the main level is currently a 2 piece and is ready for a tub/
shower of your choice. Updates within the last 6 years include a heat pump, new metal roof. 
Outdoors offer 1/4 acre, 26x33 garage, covered storage and woodshed. Garden beds.

147 Maquinna Avenue, Zeballos   $399,000     MLS® # 1029383

101-7450 Rupert Street, Port Hardy   $155,000     MLS® # 1012927

Seller will pay 4 months of Strata Fees!! Beautifully updated 2 bed, 1 bath condo. Welcome 
to 101 Harbourview, a bright and spacious ground floor unit in a secured entry building. Move 
right in, everything has been renovated within the past few years - Kitchen cabinets, count-
er tops, sink and faucet, dishwasher, bathroom vanity and sink, toilet, flooring and lighting in 
kitchen and bathroom. Strata fees include heat, hot water, building maintenance, and on-site 
caretaker. This building has recently undergone a complete rehab of the building envelope.


