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By Kathy O’Reilly
Port Hardy launched a sum-
mer of celebrations May 23
with a 60th anniversary in-
corporation party at the Civic
Centre, marking six decades of
civic history and community
growth.

The celebration featured a
sit-down lunch, where guests
were invited to wear clothing
from their favourite era over
the past 60 years, followed by
an event open to the general
public, complete with birthday
cake.

Mayor Pat Corbett-Labatt
highlighted key moments from
Port Hardy’s history while
reflecting on the people who
have shaped the community
since incorporation.

Speaking to about 150 guests,
Corbett-Labatt noted that coal
mining played a major role in
the area’s early history, begin-
ning with the construction of
Fort Rupert in 1849 and end-
ing when the mine was aban-
doned in 1852.

In 1898, Alec Lyon came to
the North Island, and in 1904
he moved to Port Hardy, then
located on the east side of Har-
dy Bay, where the population
was seven people, all members
of the Lyon family.

By 1948, the population had
grown to 772 people. In 1952,
the town moved to the west
side of the bay.

While acknowledging the
community’s longer settlement
history, she said this year’s
focus is on celebrating Port
Hardy’s milestone of 60 years
as an incorporated municipal-
ity. She emphasized that Port
Hardy’s story has been shaped
by generations of residents
who have contributed through
work, volunteering, learning,
and community involvement.

On behalf of council and the
District of Port Hardy, Cor-
bett-Labatt thanked those at-
tending, saying they represent-
ed the past, present, and future
of the town.

She also reflected on her own
connection to the community,
joking that when she moved
to Port Hardy in 1975, she had
reddish-brown hair.

Port Hardy officially became
an incorporated district munic-
ipality on May 5, 1966, when
its population stood at 1,272.
According to the 2021 Census,
the community had 3,902 res-
idents, with the 2026 Census
now underway.

The first council was an in-
terim one made up of John
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Nicholson, Clarence Cadwal-
lader, Charles Gordon, David
Jackson, Ronald Evindson,
Terrance O’Connor, and Carl
Hostman. At that time, a reeve
was selected from among
them; afterward, every mayor
and council was elected.

Since incorporation, Port
Hardy has had 12 mayors:
Clarence Cadwallader, David
Landon, Brian Klaver, Brian
Welchman, John Davis, Al
Huddlestan, Russ Hellberg,
Harry Mose, Hank Bood, Bev
Parnham, Dennis Dugas, and
Pat Corbett-Labatt.

Corbett-Labatt said mayors
and councillors served two-
year terms before 1990, three-
year terms from 1990 to 2014,
and four-year terms since
2014.

The longest-serving mayors
in Port Hardy were Russ Hell-
berg, at nine years, and Hank
Bood, at seven.

The longest-serving council-
lor is John Tidbury, followed
by Stan McLennan.

She also acknowledged the
tradition of recognizing citi-
zens whose service and contri-
butions have helped shape the
community. Freeman of the
District awards have been pre-
sented to Pat Prestwich, Brian

Ronnie Sam

North Island
REALTOR®

250-527-0036

ronniesam@royallepage.ca
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Photo —Kathy O’Reilly

Mayor Pat Corbett-Labatt cuts the cake at Port Hardy’s
60th anniversary of incorporation party May 23.

Welchman, Les Storey, and
John Tidbury.

In closing, Corbett-Labatt
said Port Hardy’s story is ul-
timately one of people, resil-

ience, and perseverance - a
community that has continued
to evolve and adapt over the
past 60 years while keeping its
sense of identity intact.

DALE MAILMAN

Realtor- Serving Campbell River to Port Hardy
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Street kitchen set to open in Port McNelll

By Kathy O’Reilly

You may not be able to
climb Mount Everest, but
you can soon get a taste of
the Himalayas at Port Mc-
Neill’s newest eatery.

Pemba Doma is preparing
to open Pemba’s Coastal
Kitchen, a new food truck
across from the PetroCana-

‘AWAT'SI

da on Mine Road after be-
ing unable to find space for
a sit-down restaurant.

This is a second location
for the Alert Bay chef.

“A mobile kitchen lets us
serve locals and visitors
where they are while offer-
ing fast, casual food with
restaurant-quality cook-

ing,” Pemba said.

“Port McNeill has incredi-
ble energy, and the commu-
nity support has been one of
the warmest welcomes I’ve
experienced,” she said.

Pemba’s Coastal Kitch-
en will focus on vibrant,
comforting coastal cuisine
inspired by both the Pacific
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Northwest and Himalayan
flavours.

Guests can expect dishes
ranging from fresh local
seafood and beer-battered
halibut to chow mein, cur-
ries, momos (a type of
steamed filled dumpling
in Tibetan and Nepali cui-
sine), bao buns, and other
globally inspired comfort
foods.

Pemba will continue to op-
erate her restaurant at the
Nimpkish Hotel in Alert
Bay.

Doma came to Canada in
2006 and has since launched
several restaurants and food
trucks, including Tibetan
Kitchen in Victoria, Pot-
stickers & Curry in Camp-
bell River, and Pemba’s
Kitchen in Alert Bay.
Before moving to Canada,
she worked for Royal Ca-
ribbean Cruise Lines for 12
years, and she has also been
featured on Food Network
Canada’s ‘You Gotta Eat
Here’.

—Submitted

Pemba Doma is opening Pemba’s Coastal Kitchen, a new
food truck across from the PetroCanada on Mine Road will
officially open Monday, June 1st at 11:30 a.m. and will be
serving until 8 p.m. Left, the interior features a complete
commercial kitchen.

Potos

Summer air schedule to increase

By Kathy O’Reilly
Pacific Coastal Airlines was
a topic of discussion at the

David Neal, PMP PMI Membe
Construction Manager

P: (250) 230.6990
Davidn@kawatsiconstruction.ca

monthly Regional District of
Mount Waddington board of
directors meeting May 19.

Vancouver Island North
Tourism Association (VINTA)
Coordinator Natalie Stewart
said a lack of planes is result-
ing in reduced flights and later
departure and arrival times.

“As it does affect all North
Island communities, I really
wanted to sort of bring this to
everybody’s attention here,”
Stewart said.

She suggested forming a fo-
cus group involving all com-
munities in the regional dis-
trict to see if there’s anything
they can do to help support
getting some more regular
flights in and out of Port Har-
dy.

“Right now, a lot of them are
sort of canceled or changed
last minute. They’re getting in
later and later,” she said.

“It does impact all of us
great deal if that airport ever
falls further off the map,” said
Chair Andrew Hory.

Pacific Coastal Airlines has
16 aircraft, 10 Beech 1900s
and six Saab 340Bs, says the
company’s President Quentin
Smith.

“From late Fall through to
mid Spring, we plan 10 aircraft
in service each day to support
charters and the commercial
schedule while the remaining
are cycled for planned and un-
planned maintenance events,”
Smith said.

“Late Spring to Fall we plan
two additional aircraft in the
daily schedule, for a total of
12,” he continued.

“This past March we did face
some operational challenges
causing three Vancouver / Port
Hardy flights to be cancelled.
In the months of April and
May there were no flight can-
cellations.”

Travel is beginning to in-
crease, as is common this pe-
riod of the year, and June 1,
Pacific Coastal is adding ad-
ditional capacity with the Saab
340.
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Broughton House built

By Kathy O’Reilly

As part of the rebuild of Tele-
graph Cove, Cabin 25 - The
Broughton House - is under
construction at the end of the
boardwalk.

The Broughton House will
offer ocean-view accommo-
dations for up to eight guests.

“We turned the building we
had been using for a Tide Rip
Tours office and staff accom-
modation into a deluxe rental
unit,” said Telegraph Cove
Resort’s Marilyn Graham who
owns the resort with husband
Gordie. A lot of North Island
wood has been utilized in the
structure.

“It has a beautiful location at
the end of the dock overlook-
ing the ocean, across from the
Prince of Whales office,” she
said.

Originally the structure was
the general store and post of-
fice for Telegraph Cove.

The inside of the cabin is al-

Follow us on
Instagram!

The new Broughton House at Telegraph Cove, with an
ocean view, will be up for rent beginning in July.

most complete. “We expect it
to be finished in the next cou-

ple weeks. We’re not renting it
out until July.”
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North Island Home Hardware
8945 Granville St., Port Hardy

Photo — Tom Gettings
Last Call Super Yacht
A Last Call 130 foot yacht from the Marshall Islands moored in Port McNeill recently.
The yacht can be chartered starting from $130,000 per week plus expenses and can ac-
commodate 10 guests in five cabins.

homehardware.ca
hardware@north_island_home_hardware
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@= (With minimum in-store
- $50 purchase)
| Tough on Trimming!
FSA 45 Integrated plug-in Battery
| Stihltrimmer, 5.1Ibs, 10" cutting

| diameter retailing for $199.99 and a

4 Point Ratchet Hardhat with muffs
| andvisor retailing for $110.

$310 value!

Draw May 30!
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8640 Wollason Street, Port Hardy
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editorial

Photo — Robin Quirk, Robin’s Eye Photography

A bee makes a stop at a flower.

Celebrating “True North Island’ Life

The North Island Eagle is published each Friday in Port Hardy, British Columbia, Canada, as a sole
proprietorship located at Box 2167, Port Hardy, BC, VON 2P0. The content of The Eagle is copyright
and reproduction without the proper written consent is strictly prohibited.

— Our beautiful First Nation’s eagle (kwikw) courtesy Nakwaxda’xw artist Davis Henderson

Cover eagle photo James O’Reilly

GST# 754836294RT000 2 "' '
Follow e

To sidvertse - @ Kathy O’Reilly Kelsea Taylor .

Call: 250-949-0337 Owner/Publisher Photography/Ad Design

Email publisher@northislandeagle.com
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Photo — Kathy O’Reilly

Pride March

The Tri-Port Pride Society recognized the International Day Against Homophobia, Photo — Kelsea Taylor
Transphobia and Biphobia with a march from Carrot Park to Oceanside Cantina. May Popular Plants
17, 1990 was the day the World Health Organization declassified homosexuality as a Vegetable starts were in high demand at the Port McNeill Farmers and Artisans Market
mental disorder. held on the greenspace in front of IGA May 16. The next market is this Saturday, May 30.

’ "‘

We strive to do a perfect job at reasonable ratesy
with best warranties in the busmess’ ’ -
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On May 10, 2026, Cana-
dian Ranger Paddy Hinton
was awarded his 2nd Clasp
(Bar) for the Canadian
Forces’ Decoration (CD) by
Canadian Rangers Chuck
Wong and Dick Sanborn.
The Canadian Forces’ Dec-
oration is an award for long
service and good conduct.
The initial award CD is giv-
en after 12 years with subse-
quent Clasp (bars) awarded
at 10-year intervals. Hinton
receiving his 2nd Clasp
(Bar) representing 32 years
of distinguished service to
Canada with the Canadian

Rangers.

Food Truck Cluster approved

By Kathy O’Reilly

Port McNeill council has approved a Tempo-
rary Use Permit for a food truck cluster at 1748
Campbell Way, allowing the business to oper-
ate at the site for two years.

The proposal includes space for a year-round
food truck, a food trailer, parking, and outdoor
eating areas.

A modular ATCO unit is also planned at the
rear of the property to provide storage, office
space, a public washroom, and a food prepara-
tion area.

The property is zoned Commercial Two (C-2)
and sits on the edge of Port McNeill’s down-
town, surrounded mainly by commercial and
industrial properties. Residential land lies to the
south, but it is separated from the site by other
commercial and industrial lots.

While the proposal fits the principal regula-

tions of the town’s zoning bylaw for the C-2
zone, a food truck cluster is not currently listed
as a permitted use. That is why the project re-
quired a Temporary Use Permit.

The development is not intended to include
permanent buildings or structures as part of the
food truck cluster.

Under the proposal, a mobile food vendor is
understood to be a non-permanent, movable
operation selling food or beverages from a ve-
hicle, trailer, or cart.

The semi-permanent ATCO unit would still
have to comply with the BC Building Code
and would require both a building permit and
an occupancy permit from the town.

The Temporary Use Permit allows the food
truck cluster to operate for two years and may
be renewed once for up to an additional three
years.

Photo — Kelsea Taylor

Port McNeill Logger Sports marked its 15th annual competition May 23 drawing a re-
cord field of competitors and featuring new events.

Logger Sports continues to grow

By Kathy O’Reilly

Port McNeill Logger Sports marked its 15th
annual competition in 2026, drawing a record
field of competitors and highlighting the event’s
continued growth.

“When we held our first competition in 2010,
we had 22 competitors and 13 events. In 2026,
we had 55 competitors and 27 events,” said
Dawn Briscoe. Competitors travelled from
across British Columbia and Alberta, as well as
from New Zealand. “We would like to give spe-
cial acknowledgment to Roger Briscoe, Anita
Jezowski, Dave MacLeod, Sarah Mooney and
Nicholas Russell, who have never missed a Port
McNeill competition,” Briscoe said.

This year, PMLS hosted five Canadian cham-
pionship events. The winners were:

* Novice 1 Board Springboard - Chase Gun-
dersen

¢ Intermediate Underhand - Thomas Symons

* Open Jack & Jill - Stirling Hart and Allison
Briscoe

* Open 140cc - Dave MacLeod

* Open Ladies Single Buck - Allison Briscoe

Six records were broken or set this year.

Broken records:

Open Ladies Double Buck - Allison Briscoe
and Dawn Briscoe 0:09.53, 46cm. Previous re-
cord Allison Briscoe and Dawn Briscoe (2025)
0:11.50, 46cm.

Intermediate Underhand - Thomas Symons,
0:31.22,32 cm. Previous record: Luke Bischoff
(2025),0:33.09, 32 cm.

New records set:

Open Underhand - Stirling Hart 0:28.48,
35cm. “This was a new record for us because

it was the largest wood size PMLS has offered
for this event,” she said. New events this year
included Open/Intermediate Standing Butch-
er Block, won by Nick Hall and Matt Little in
0:50.08 on 35 cm wood.

Intermediate Jack & Jill - Erinn Constantine
and Brad Constantine, 0:13.52, 38 cm.

Intermediate Ladies Single Buck - Meghan
Hall, 0:34 .44, 40 cm.

The overall winners were:

Dan Knapp - Novice Overall

Stirling Hart - Open Overall

Allison Briscoe - Open Ladies Overall

All of the results and records can be found on
the PMLS website, pmloggersports.com

The competition concluded with a relay event
for the first time.

“There were four teams made up of people
who have attended PMLS for more than six
years and/or supported the competition. In total,
28 competitors filled the field,” Briscoe said.

The relay began with a stock saw, followed by
an open ladies’ single buck and an underhand
butcher block chop. Once the block was sev-
ered, the Jack and Jill team took off. The relay
ended with an axe throw, with teams allowed
five throws or 15 points. The time stopped when
the final thrower raised their hands and called
time. “It was a close race, but the hometown
team won the relay,” she said. “Port McNeill
Logger Sports Society would like to thank all
the volunteers, sponsors, competitors and com-
munity members who made this event possible.
Without your contributions, we would not have
reached 15 years. We are deeply appreciative
and look forward to next year.”
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Logger Sports
2026 edition
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2026 Market Schedule

Port McNeill - IGA Plaza
* May 30 * June 13 « June 27
* July 11 ¢ July 25 * Aug. 8 * Aug. 22
* Sept. 5« Sept. 19
Port Hardy - Carrot Park

* June 14 « June 28 « July 12 « July 26 * Aug. 9
* Aug. 23 - Sept. 20
Port McNeill Markets
Saturdays - 10 a.m.-1 p.m.

Port Hardy Markets
Sundays - 11 a.m.-2 p.m.

BOr

\SLAN D TOUR

gustruhon steamsnap.com/form /

reglster'

930a.m 2:30 p-mi

— Port Hardy: June26t", 27" & 28"‘ Storev Bea

$2257% GST (520071

— Campbell aner July/ 6"‘& A Wnllow Poi

— Duncan: July’ V9RO Evans P
— Salt Spring:July13®.& 14"‘ Por:
— Nanaimo: July 16* & 172 -'S,

— Courtenay:July 20" & 21°' - Lewis Park

$200 + GST ($175 + GST - Early Bird - June 1st)

» Need to register before June 1st to guarantee a Ti-Shirt.
» Specifically/for 7U, 9U, 11UIPlayersor IntroilLevel 1

e End of PracticeiStickball Games
e Daily Player of the Day Awards

* Gold Glove Award
e Top Hitter Award

nd 15U Players

Historic sign replaced by descendant

By Kathy O’Reilly

Telegraph Cove has unveiled
a new sign painted by Mary
McFarland, a woman whose
family has deep historical roots
in the community.

The Telegraph Cove Brough-
ton Lumber & Trading sign
replaced one that was dam-
aged in the Dec. 31, 2024,
fire, which destroyed part of
the historic boardwalk com-
munity, including the Whale
Interpretive Centre.“We pur-
chased and prepared the steel
for painting,” said Marilyn
Graham, who owns Telegraph
Cove Resort with her husband,
Gordie, however Mary insist-
ed on paying. The original sign
was painted by Mary’s mother,
schoolteacher Margaret Flem-
ing (Griffiths), who taught at
the school in Telegraph Cove
in the 1940s. When Mary
heard about the fire, she con-
tacted the Grahams and volun-
teered to paint the replacement
sign. The new sign stands not
only as a replacement, but also
as a symbol of continuity in a
community shaped by its his-
tory. The historic one-room
schoolhouse from Telegraph
Cove’s logging and sawmill
era, still exists and is preserved
as part of the private heritage
buildings. It is located on the
left-hand side of the road as
you drive into the village.

“It was the home of the Zig-
giotti family. After they left
Gordie and I took it over,” said
Marilyn.

In 1922, Alfred Marmad-
uke “Duke” Wastell obtained
property at the Cove and
formed the Broughton Lum-
ber and Trading Company and
the Telegraph Cove Mills.

e

Photos —Marilyn Graham

Mary McFarland volunteered to repaint the Telegraph Cove Broughton Lumber & Trad-

ing sign originally painted by her mother, schoolteacher Margaret Fleming (Griffiths), who
taught at the school in Telegraph Cove in the 1940s.

H mfdy H ustle hits streets S unday

By Kathy O’Reilly

Runners will lace up and hit the pavement for
the Hardy Hustle this Sunday, May 31.

Participants can choose between a 10-kilome-
tre race and a half marathon.

Registration fees include race swag: T-shirts
for half marathon participants featuring an aeri-
al photo of Hardy Bay, courtesy of Geoff Heith,
and a Hardy Hustle-branded Nalgene water
bottle for 10-kilometre runners. Participants
will also receive post-run snacks and a finish-
er’s medal.

“So far, we have 112 runners registered, up

from 108 last year,” said Community Outreach
Coordinator Sara Klatt.

“We have runners joining us from across Van-
couver Island and the mainland, and one par-
ticipant is even travelling from Kitimat, BC,”
Klatt said.

This year all runners are running the same
route, with the 10 kilometre runners turning
around at the bottom of Founders Street. The
course starts outside the Civic Centre and offers
a mix of hills and flat stretches. It finishes in
Carrot Park. The run starts at 10 a.m.

This is the 4th year for the event.

Electrical Services LTD

FRS #: 000236055
Contractor Licence #: LEL0208438

¢ Residential * Commercial ¢ Silver Label
inspections for Mobile Homes
Since 2019 in Port McNeill

CALL OR TEXT
(250) 902-8072

héelectrical@gmail.com
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Eternal Fountam a maglcal stone monument

Hidden north of the Nimpkish
Valley, deep within a Pacific
coastal rainforest, the Eternal
Fountain lies surrounded by
maturing Western Hemlock
trees. The conifers’ top branch-
es form a dense and intricate
canopy overhead, casting a
patchwork of shadows and
light across the landscape.
The remarkable limestone,
water, and wilderness feature
is nestled in the heart of North
Vancouver Island midway
along the winding Alice Lake
Loop, a rugged 100 km stretch
of gravel logging road that
weaves between Port McNeill
and Port Alice. The drive of-
fers visitors a journey through
wild and untamed terrain of
breathtaking green scenery.

The three of us arrived at the
Eternal Fountain Recreation
Site on this overcast May
morning to landscape covered
in a carpet of emerald moss,
broken branches, needles and
felled evergreens. A pathway
was clear, inviting quiet ex-
ploration. Delicate fungi, in
hues ranging from pale ivory
to russet brown, peek through
a sparse undergrowth, while
elaborate silver-green lichen
cling to grey rocks and decom-
posing logs, forming intricate
patterns adding to the rich-
ness of this woodland. Each
breath was cool and moist,
after an earlier rain, carrying
an earthy aroma of damp soil,
and the subtle spice of cedar
and fir trees. Shafts of sun-

Walk-Ins Welcome

Scan to book your appointment

light pierced its way through
clouds and canopy, reflecting
off droplets of moisture and
illuminating a drifting forest
mist moving gently among the
trees. It is a beautiful, tranquil
place that soothes the spirit,
offering a sense of peace and
renewal to all who enter its
verdant embrace.

The Recreation Site is not a
regional district park; instead,
it is a remote Provincial Rec-
reation Site officially managed
as the “Eternal Fountain Rec-
reation Site” under the juris-
diction of Recreation Sites and
Trails BC (RSTBC), an initia-
tive of the provincial Ministry
of Environment and Climate
Change Strategy.

The recent shower gave a
lush vibrancy to the forest on
the drive in, and the drumming
of a Ruffed Grouse amid a
raspy call of a raven welcomed
us on arrival. Together, these
sounds and sights emphasized
the wonder of the Eternal
Fountain, a marvel shaped by

the constant interplay of rain,
wind, rock, and the living
forest. It is a magical stone
monument that draws writ-
ers, photographers, trekkers,
and nature enthusiasts. As we
looked upon the moss-laden
surroundings, Chris and I were
accompanied by our faithful
companion Rosie, an energet-
ic Australian Shepherd. Her
tri-coloured coat easily distin-
guishable in a background of
fallen trees, sword ferns, and
salal, as she explored with un-
bridled joy the scents and mys-
teries of this forest habitat.

The Fountain emerges from
a vertical rock outcrop sculpt-
ed by time: crystalline pure
freshwater in a hydraulic
process called “resurgence”
bursts from the depths of un-
derground limestone and dolo-
mite formations called karsts.
A Kkarst is a distinctive type
of geological phenomenon
formed when soluble bed-
rock, commonly limestone,
dolomite, or marble, is slowly

Photo — Chrzstzne Patterson

The Eternal Fountain Recreation Site is located on the Alice Lake Loop, a rugged 100 kilo-
metre stretch of gravel logging road that weaves between Port McNeill and Port Alice.

dissolved to form cavities by
slightly acidic water, a process
taking millenniums. Lime-
stone and dolomite are sedi-
mentary rocks primarily com-
posed of calcium carbonate or
calcium magnesium carbonate
respectively. These minerals
form over millions of years
from shells, coral, and other
marine life that accumulates
on the ocean floor. The Foun-
tain water flow is perpetual and
mysterious giving one pause to

NEW OWNERS | NEW PRODUCT | NEW SERVICES | NEW HOURS

SUNDAY

MONDAY 10AM - 5PM
TUESDAY CLOSED

10AM - 4PM WED. & THURS. 10AM - 5PM
FRIDAY 10AM - 6PM
SATURDAY 10AM - 6PM

contemplate the subtle forces
of Mother Nature still at work.
The flow cascades into a cal-
dera called a “swallet,” a dark
and foreboding hole entering
unseen caverns below, echoing
with the sounds of water and
forest.

Over the past fifty years, we
have returned to the Eternal
Fountain  countless times,
each visit revealing subtle and
profound changes in the sur-
rounding forest. From forest

recovery following logging
activity in the 1970s, to the
gradual maturation of hemlock
stands and shifting patterns of
understory growth, we’ve wit-
nessed firsthand how a rain-
forest responds to both natural
cycles and human influence.
The evolving beds of mosses,
ferns, Fawn Lilies, and ever-
greens continues to fascinate,
reminding Chris and I of a for-
est’s tenacious will to regrow.
Continued on Page 12
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Features of Eternal Fountaln are 1ned1bly rare

Continued from Page 11

Today cedar stairs, guard
rails, and interpretative trails
facilitate the viewing pleasure
and safety of those visiting this
remarkable waterfall enigma.

The discovery of Vancouver
Island’s Eternal Fountain is a
tale of curiosity and explora-
tion. In the mid-20th century,
as logging and recreational
activities increased in the Al-
ice Lake area, local residents,
loggers, and hikers became
aware of this unusual, perplex-
ing water feature unlike typical
springs with fluctuating flows.
This Fountain gushes out its
stone fissure year-round with
unrelenting force, having no
apparent water feed or above
ground exiting stream.

The features of the Eternal
Fountain are incredibly rare,
requiring a highly specific geo-
logical topography. As such,
geologists and scientists from
the University of Victoria be-
came interested and conduct-
ed expeditions in the 1970s to
study the feature’s behaviour.
Their findings confirmed that
the Fountain flow was not only
persistent, but also part of a
complex unique underground
river system present on North-
ern Vancouver Island; owing
its existence to the “karst geol-
ogy” of the surrounding Alice
Lake landscape. A network
of underground caverns and
rock corridors form gradually
over millions of years by the
dissolution of soluble rocks,
creating voids sculpted by
moving groundwater. As water
percolates through the soil, it
absorbs carbon dioxide, form-
ing a weak carbonic acid. This
weak acid solution slowly eats
away at the limestone, creating

GUTTER

SOLUTIONS

channels that increase over
time into vast subterranean
networks. The Eternal Foun-
tain is a surface expression of
these underground passages,
where pressurized water finds
an exit point and bursts forth to
our joy.

The Eternal Fountain’s water
source is the Quatsino Lime-
stone Karst Belt, a group of
outcroppings and subterra-
nean structures running in a
discontinuous band stretching
roughly 100 to 120 kilome-
tres northwest across northern
Vancouver Island; an expan-
sive karst network fed by rain-
water, snow melt, and sinking
surface streams from the Van-
couver Island mountain rang-
es. Along the way, water is fil-
tered, cooled, and remarkably
pure, with low turbidity and
high oxygen content, qualities
necessary in aquatic habitats.
Arriving below the Eternal
Fountain’s rock outlet water
exits, drops a few metres into
the swallet, then continues an
underground journey through
limestone conduits of the Ben-
son River Cave system, travel-
ling a complex corridor under-
ground before resurfacing to
merge into the Benson River!
The Benson then empties into
Alice Lake which empties into
the Marble River that surren-
ders its waters to the rugged-
ness of Neroutsos Inlet and
ultimately the Pacific Ocean.

The volume of water flow-
ing from the Eternal Fountain
is impressive. Measurements
taken over decades show a
consistent discharge, ranging
up to 250 litres per second,
depending on rainfall and sea-
sonal inputs. This translates
to millions of litres per day as

calculated by environmental
agencies. During dry summers
the fountain’s flow drops only
slightly, while winter rains
boost its output. Understand-
ing the flow dynamics assist
the management of land use,
protect habitats, and anticipate
the impacts of climate change
on water tables and supply.

Seasonal changes in precipita-
tion influence the volume, but
the flow remains surprisingly
stable over the past decades,
even during droughts. Karst
cavities are thought to act as
a natural reservoir, storing and
regulating water supply. This
mechanism highlights the im-
portance of protecting the re-
gion’s forests and soils, which
serve as the starting point for
the Fountain’s water elaborate
journey.

The absence of pollutants and
the presence of unique miner-
al signatures make the Foun-
tain an ideal site for studying
groundwater dynamics. Sci-
entists continue to monitor the
water’s chemistry, searching
for clues about the age, origin,
and sustainability of the flow.
The Fountain thus serves as a
natural laboratory for environ-
mental research.

The Eternal Fountain is more
than a geological curiosity for
tourists; it is a vital component
of Vancouver Island’s aquatic
ecology. Some cold, clear karst
water supports a range of fish
species, which rely on unique
surrounding habitat for spawn-
ing and feeding. Among the
most prominent are Cutthroat
and Rainbow trout, both native
to the region. Researchers have
documented small populations
of salmon fry using inner karst
waterways as a refuge during

‘Services
Professional installations

Gutter and eavestrough installation

A Karst sinkhole at the Eternal Fountain Recreational Site.

their early life stages. The
abundance of oxygen and sta-
ble temperatures create ideal
conditions for aquatic insects
and crustaceans, which in turn
support fish and bird popula-
tions. The Eternal Fountain’s
ecosystem is interconnect-
ed with Alice Lake, nearby
streams, and even the Devil’s
Bath, forming a mosaic of hab-
itats that sustain biodiversity.
Unique amphibians and rare
mollusks have been found in
the Fountain’s vicinity, empha-
sizing the ecological diversity
of karst springs. They are not
only a source of wonder, but
also a reminder of the delicate
balance between geology and
life, and perhaps another topic
for a future article.

Vancouver Island’s Eternal
Fountain is a window into the
earth’s history written in karst
limestone layers of intrigue,
rock formations formed over

Downspout cleanouts

Leaf gutter guards * Gutter cleaning

Soft wash siding, soffit, and exterior
gutter cleaning ¢ Exterior windows

millions of years, shaped by
tectonic collisions and glacial
activity. The Fountain’s puri-
ty and flow offer clues about
the region’s climate and water
cycle, while its biological di-
versity highlights evolutionary
fish and amphibious adapta-
tions to subterranean habitats.
The Fountain is a wonderful
symbol of Vancouver Island’s
natural heritage hosting im-
mense biodiversity that should
be protected.

Over the last half-century,
Chris and I have found our-
selves drawn back, time and
time again to the Eternal Foun-
tain. Each visit feels like greet-
ing an old friend who always
has something new to reveal.
The forest, once harvested by
logging in the seventies, has
slowly reclaimed itself. Hem-
lock stands have matured,
Fawn Lilies and mosses have
spread their quiet comfort, and
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Photo — Christine Patterson

the subtle shuffle of wildlife
continues to surprise us.

At the end of the day, Van-
couver Island’s Eternal Foun-
tain is a beacon of geological
and ecological marvel. Its
discovery, rooted in curiosity
and deep appreciation of the
natural world, set the stage
for decades of exploration and
scientific study. The karst for-
mation, the source of the Foun-
tain’s pristine water, and the di-
verse aquatic life deep within,
serves as a vivid reminder of
the intricate connections be-
tween geology, hydrology, and
an ecosystem’s web of life.

For scientists, trekkers, and
nature enthusiasts the Eternal
Fountain is an amazing exam-
ple of Vancouver Island’s natu-
ral beauty, both above and be-
low ground level. It is a Karst
feature worth visiting.

Safe Travels

Gord

250-230-4705

250-230-4719

G7guttersolutions@gmail.com

Based in Port McNeill

Serving the entire North Island
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Who you gonna

North Island Business Directory

Call?

FIDElI.Jn PEDORTHIC
n
250'—94%

Shoe & Boot Repair

Logging - Meindl - Blundstone -
Birkenstock & More

9:30am - 2pm Tuesday - Saturday
Market Street next to Credit Union

STRYKER

s ELECTRONICS L'TD.

Communication & Navigation Equipment
Marine Electronics & Supplies ~ ~
Refrigeration

SALES - SERVICE

Tel: (250) 949-8022
Fax: (250) 949-8077

E-mail: info@strykerelectronics.com 6710 Hardy Bay Rd
www.strykerelectronics.com Box 169, Port Hardy
Toll Free: 1-888-839-8022 B.C. VON 2P0

Patricias Stitches
Making Your Repairable Wearable

+< Professional Alterations
+< Hemming

+< Zipper Replacement

+< Registered & Licensed

All Work Guaranteed
8810 Seaview Drive, Port Hardy

patty_fisher__@hotmail.com

Who you gonna call? 0

Want to promote your business?

E q g The
2" Your Locally-Owned Eye on ‘True North Island’ Life

or email: publisher@northislandeagle.com

Call: 250-949-0337

MIKE BROWN
7070 Market st
Port Hardy, B.C.
250.902.7050

mike@bsfloors.ca
www.bsfloors.ca

COx ®O0r™ WG ==

danielle@dkfbooks.ca
250-902-7027

dkfbooks.ca

i<a

BOOKKEEPING
MNRVICES LTD

4-7035 Market Street, Port Hardy

i \ » Wren Ranville
- » RSC

Three Pole Construction
B 780-965-8178

New Construction,
Renovations, Additions, Interior
Design, Exteriors, & more!

Email: wren@threepolecontracting.net

denture
e

Michelle Lee - RD.RDT.BA Denturist

Denturist is a denture specialist

8405 Byng Road, Port Hardy (Pioneer Inn) 250.327.1221
www.avecdentureclinic.ca

info@melanconstruction.ca

We still have openings

this year for interior ;
renovations, siding,
. windows and fencing

www.melanconstruction.ca
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classifieds/mar

ketplace

Services Coming Events Services

BUILDING DESIGN
energeticenterprises.ca
250 949 7008
30 years experience

Sail Kit for Walker Bay

Dory - used twice - Like

new - $350.
250-284-3365

14-foot Glastron fibreglass
boat, seats four, 40hp Su-
zuki, 40hp trolling motor,
four life jackets, downriggers,
hand-held marine radio and
more. $5,000.
250-281-2281

LUND WC-14 boat c/w 9.9
Johnson motor, trailer, seats,
oars, rod holders, NAV lights
and more. Asking $7,800.
250-956-3300

Your household classified
ad here Free.
250-949-0337

3288 Bayliner, twin 4-cyl-
nder diesels. $25,000.
250-306-4417

Cars

Geo car, never used. Elec-
tric, MP3 player, custom seat
in back. Paid $11,000. Ask-
ing $8,500.

250-902-9013

Baby Big John downrigger
has a 14-inch arm with a
pulley on the end. Has a
five-inch reel with handle
and a brake and a mount-
ing bracket. Very cute and
would be good for a small
boat in a lake. $25.
250-949-0118

Long line or halibut block,
cost $500+ will sell for $200.
250-949-0118

3 Hardy Silex Steelhead
reels in mint condition, 1
new. Serious inquiries only.

250-949-7630

11ft3in. Lamiglas steelhead
fishing rod. Mint condition.
$225 firm.

250-902-8413

Connection
Commraderie
Community

Are you looking to add
more purpose, and
excitement to your day?

VEN'S SHED|
Thursday’s at 7:00 PM

Port McNeill Old School

Furniture

McLary antique wood and

coal stove for sale $1,200.

Good condition.
250-702-2727

Landscaping

Husqvarna Reel Mower,
used once. $100.
250-284-3365

Downsizing? Your classified
ad here Free.
250-949-0337

Mechanics

Super heavy duty 15-inch
crescent wrench with a rub-
ber grip. Cost $75. Will sell
for $35.

250-949-0118

16, 31 inch Craftsman
sockets, range from 1
inch to 2 inch, 34 inch
20-inch 5649  Proto
ratchet and extensions, a
15 inch, a 7 inch, and a
4 inch. Cost over $1,000,
now $350.
250-949-0118

Miscellaneous

Washing machine, GE

commercial grade, with all

original paperwork. In very
good condition. $350.

250-949-8655

leave message

Arrow canopy, from a Ford
Ranger, fire red, 6 foot
long, 2 feet high and four
and a half feet wide. Excel-
lent condition, no scratch-
es. Asking $600.
250-884-4286

Services

Local 3D printing in Port
McNeill.

403-620-0033

Electric yard art and land-
scaping services. Special-
izing in outdoor feature
lighting, water ponds, cus-
tom garden fountains and
waterfall features, under-
ground sprinkler systems,
drainage pipes, fencing re-
pairs, raised garden beds,
greenhouses, walkways,
landscaping maintenance
and waste removal. Consul-
tations and design quotes
are free.

236-255-2238

Red seal journeyman elec-
trician looking for small,
residential jobs. 30+ years
experience. Reasonable
rates. All quotes are free.
Call Jesse.

236-255-2238

PALMISTRY, TAROT AND
PSYCHIC READINGS with
Roxanne. Clear and con-
cise help in all areas of
your life. Sessions avail-
able by phone or in person
(Malcolm Island). Healing-
Search.com

604-902-3881

Black and Decker 3-inch
by 21-inch Dragster
belt-sander. Never been
used. Cost $125. Sell for
$75.

250-949-0118

Terratek 18-volt cordless
impact driver. Comes with
two batteries and a char-
ger. Hardly used. Cost over
$100. Will sell for $25.
250-949-0118

Simonize 10-inch random
orbit polisher/waxer, like
new with carrying case.
$90 new will take $30.
250-949-0118

PLEASE
s
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Port McNeill.

Sunny Spring Singing

Sunny weather often brings out musicians such as Bill Joseph to places like Mugz 2.0 in

Photo — Kelsea Taylor
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REGIONAL DISTRICT OF MOUNT WADDINGTON

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT OFFICER

The Position

Reporting to and working with the Chief Administrative Officer, the Economic Develop-
ment Officer will be responsible for planning, organizing, directing, and controlling the
RDMW'’s development activities with the intent of attracting new businesses, encourag-
ing investment opportunities, increasing job opportunities, and identifying opportunities
for sustainable regional growth by promoting and marketing the RDMW as great place to
live, visit and do business.

Key Roles and Responsibilities:

» Work with the Chief Administrative Officer, senior advisors and stakeholders to develop
and implement a strategic economic development plan.

* Create and maintain business relationships with government departments, businesses,
and institutions, as well as with local and regional partners, while working closely with all
municipalities.

* Identify potential opportunities in various industries and business sectors and promote
these opportunities to the current sector practitioners and potential investors.

* Research to assess the region’s economic development potential and opportunities, as
well as market trends.

* Develop and implement support programs (financial and technical) and be on the look-
out for any program or subsidy that can help project development and implementation.

* Represent the RDMW on different committees with organizations and attend events.

» Work with RDMW partners.

* Assist in the preparation of the annual budget of the department and ensure optimal
management of the different budgets allotted.

* Develop and ensure the deployment of projects and funding grants that meet the eco-
nomic needs of the community.

* Prepare and present monthly reports to the regional Board of Directors.

Knowledge, Skills, Technical Abilities, and Desired Qualities

* Hold a university degree in a field appropriate to the position and with a minimum of five
(5) years of relevant experience in a related role; or an equivalent work experience of
10 years without a university degree; or any combination of education and professional
experience with other experience may be considered.

* Have excellent communication and customer service skills.

* Proficiency in Microsoft Office and SharePoint.

+ Having knowledge of BC provincial programs, the local government sector and the rele-
vant laws and regulations is an asset.

» Knowledge in recognized economic development approaches, methods and tech-
niques as well as a knowledge of the economic issues is an asset.

« Experience in identifying business opportunities and marketing these initiatives to
investors, and operating partners.

* Agile, proactive, action and transaction-focused mindset, i.e., ability to make cold calls.
» Good business sense and entrepreneurial mindset.

* Innovative and results-oriented strategies are essential for success.

* Ability to work collaboratively in teams and partnerships, both internally and externally.
+ Ability to mobilize partners/investors/customers to achieve common goals.

* Ability to learn and integrate new information and to quickly understand complex and
abstract situations.

* Project management and financial management skills.

Salary and Benefits

This is a permanent and full-time (35 hours per week), management-exempt position
with excellent benefits, including health insurance, medical travel allowance, vacation
pay, and Municipal Pension Plan. The position offers opportunities for professional
development and advancement, in a supportive work environment that values diversity,
inclusivity, and innovation.

Competitive remuneration range: $70,000 to $90,000

To apply, please forward your cover letter and resume via email to procurement@rdmw.
bc.ca.

Closing Date: June 2, 2026 at 4:00 p.m.

The Regional District of Mount Waddington Administrative Office is located in the beauti-
ful seaside community of Port McNeill, British Columbia. Phone: 250-956-3301
To learn more about our area, please visit www.rdmw.bc.ca

North Island Reflections-

=

Sea Otters float on their back and use their chest as a table when they eat. Photo by
Robin Quirk, Robin’s Eye Photography. If you have a photo you would like to share
with our readers please email publisher @northislandeagle.com.

This week’s Reﬂectzon sponsored by ...

McWilkie’s

McWilkie’s

w A HOURS & DAILY SPECIALS %

'FRIDAY
_ SATURDAY

SUNDAY | .
(© 2502099915 | @ mewilkies.ca -

FULL MENU
4pm - 8PM

20% OFF
QUESIDILLAS

FULL MENU
4pMm - 8PM

20% OFF
TACO IN A BAG

FULL MENU
12pm - 8PM

BURGERS
20% OFF

FULL MENU
12pm - 8PM

20% OFF FOR
SENIOR CITIZENS

FULL MENU
12pm - 8PM

KIDS EAT FREE
FRIDAY!

FULL MENU
12pm - 8PM

PITAS ARE
20% OFF

FULL MENU

_12pm - 8PM

WRAPS ARE
20% OFF
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R Roya| LePage Advance Realty
ROYAL LEPAGE 4-7035 Market Street, Port Hardy, BC

Helping you is what we do. 250'949'723 1
FEATURE HOMES OF THE WEEK

314-7450 Rupert Street, Port Hardy $1 99 900 MLS® # 1037922 Ronnie (Veronica) Sam
: ‘ ‘ Cell: 250-527-0036
‘”l\l

This spacious, highly sought—after, 3-bedroom, 2-bathroom comer unit offers a functional
layout with plenty of natural light. Recent updates include fresh paint, modem light fixtures,
and arefreshed kitchen featuring crisp white cabinetry. Both bathrooms have been tastefully
updated with clean, oontemporary finishes. Large windows and a private balcony overlook
lush greenery and seasonal views of Hardy Bay. The building has also seen improvements
in recent years, including new siding, windows, sliding doors, balconies, and new elevator.

7385 Market Street, Port Hardy $499,000 MLS® # 1037988 Johan Olsen

Cell: 250-209-9667

Driftwood Cabin - as close to Waterfront as you can get without the high price! 3 bedroom,

1 bath, 3 level home in downtown Port Hardy. This 1945 home has plenty of charm. The
main level offers a good sized entrance, bedroom, 4 piece bath, living room and eat in
kitchen which leads to the oceanview sunroom. Upstairs has a bedroom on either end of
the loft area. Downstairs is a walkout basement with workshop, storage room and laundry;, ' | :
ready for finishing. Outside is a nice sized yard and workshop/art studio with woodstove. / ,“

Are you thinking of selling? Now is the time! )

If you are considering selling your home, now is the perfect time to make your move.

With a significant shortage of homes on the market, your property could be in high demand, potentially
leading to a quicker sale and competitive offers.

Buyers are actively searching and with fewer homes available, your listing could stand out more than ever.

Take advantage of this opportunity to maximize your return and work with one of our Realtors ® to
navigate the process smoothly.

Don’t wait! The market is calling for homes like yours!

Ty —ram ' J
SOLD — 24-7100 Highview Road, Port Hardy! Sandra Masales

To view all our listings go to porthardyrealestate.net Cell: 250-902-9271




