
By Kathy O’Reilly
Northisle Copper and Gold’s 

North Island Project has offi-
cially been accepted into BC’s 
Critical Minerals Office. 
“We welcome inclusion in 

the Critical Minerals Office 
and recognize this as an im-
portant catalyst for accelerat-
ing our North Island Project. 
Coordination with this office 
further supports our approach 
to building consensus through 
meaningful and efficient First 
Nations and stakeholder en-
gagement. Through govern-
ment support and improved 
coordination, we can unlock 
access to national and glob-
al partnerships, including 
funding tools that support In-
digenous partnerships, local 
employment and enabling in-
frastructure,” said Sam Lee, 
president and CEO, Northisle 
Copper and Gold.
“We appreciate the Province 

taking these projects seriously 
and ensuring there is a clear 
and fulsome process in place. 
Having a dedicated point of 
contact to support ongoing 
dialogue is important for our 
community as the North Is-
land Project advances. We be-
lieve it is essential to balance 

responsible economic devel-
opment with protection of the 
local environment, and we 
look forward to continued en-
gagement and discussions and 
welcome continued improve-
ments in the administrative 
processes,” said Quatsino First 
Nation Chief James Nelson.
“On behalf of the District of 

Port Hardy, a resource-depen-
dent community, we welcome 
the support of the Critical 
Minerals Office in helping 
ensure Northisle Copper and 
Gold Inc. can move forward 
with early coordination as 
the project advances toward 
environmental assessment 
and timely permitting. Nor-
thisle’s decision to engage 
early with the Quatsino First 
Nation and the District of Port 
Hardy demonstrates a strong 
commitment to respectful 
partnership and meaningful 
community consultation. We 
appreciate this proactive ap-
proach and look forward to 
continued collaboration as the 
project progresses,” said May-
or Pat Corbett-Labatt. “The 
North Island has long been a 
resource-based region – fish-
ing, logging and mining, and 
this project represents a mean-

ingful opportunity for sustain-
able economic growth, local 
investment, and long-term 
regional stability,” said Cor-

bett-Labatt. “Opportunities 
like this matter deeply to com-
munities like ours. They sup-
port local families, strengthen 

our economy, and contribute 
to a resilient future for the 
North Island,” she continued.
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Women Enjoy Night Out
Jaylene Lancaster, Michelle Hogstead and Megan Hodgson organized another successful On the Rocks - A Wom-
an’s Night Out event held April 6 at the Lions Hall in Port McNeill. Décor is always a highlight of the event and 
this year included a bar made with pallets.
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Advance Realty
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8700 Hastings St., Port Hardy, BC
250-949-7811  www.sportybar.ca

Last DJ Night
’til after tourist season

Sat., April 13
9 p.m. - 2 a.m.

District 
looks into 
land lease
By Kathy O’Reilly
The North Island Seniors 

Housing Foundation may 
be given a long-term lease 
on land on Trustee Road, 
beside the North Island 
Mall, to build a supportive 
seniors’ residential com-
plex.
At their regular meeting 

April 9, District of Port 
Hardy council voted to 
have staff review a long-
term lease agreement with 
legal counsel.
“Fabulousness,” said 

Foundation Chair Gord 
Patterson of Council’s de-
cision.
“There is lots of work 

and discussions to wade 
through yet, however, 
working together as a com-
munity will assure suc-
cess.”
Under the lease agree-

ment, the District of Port 
Hardy would still have 
control over the property 
into the future and only 
seniors housing would be 
permitted.

8700 Hastings St., Port Hardy, BC
250-949-7811  www.sportybar.ca

Kitchen 
open until 

9 pm!250-949-7811
sportybar@telus.net

• Tree Removal 
• T rimming & Shaping
• Lot Clearing 
• View Enhancement 
• Hedge Trimming
• Skidsteer Services
• Brush Chipping

Our service areas 
include Port McNeill, 
Sayward, Woss, Port 

Hardy, Port Alice, 
and surrounding 

communities. 
Fully Insured, 

Certified Faller WCB

250-203-5324
northislandtreeservice.ca

WINTER SALE! 
10% off jobs over $1,000 

until March 31, 2026
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• NOW Installing Gutters!
• FREE On-site Estimates
• 2-year Labour Warranty
• Licensed and Insured 

michelle@carson-roofing.com
carson-roofing.com    250-230-ROOF (7663)

Photo —Siubmitted
Sam Lee, President & CEO of Northisle Copper and Gold, talks about the importance of 

his company’s acceptance into BC’s Critical Mineral Office, while Jagrup Brar, British Co-
lumbia’s Minister of Mining and Critical Minerals, who made the announcement, listens.

Northisle accepted into minerals office

Sandra Masales
North Island 
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250-902-9271

sandramasales69@gmail.com
Advance Realty 

4-7035 Market St.
Port Hardy, BC
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Northisle project chosen

DESIGN BUILD
CONSTRUCTION 

K’AWAT’SI CONSTRUCTION COMPANY 

360 DESIGN SERVICES 
CONSTRUCTION MANAGEMENT SERVICES 
CIVIL CONSTRUCTION SEVICES

WWW.KAWATSICONSTRUCTION.CA 

EMERGENCY RESPONSE
GENERAL CONTRACTOR 

(250)230-6990

PREFABRICATION & MODULAR SERVICES
ELECTRICAL SERVICES 

BUILDING RELATIONSHIPS

Continued from Page 1
The Province has identified Northisle Copper 

and Gold Inc.’s North Island Project, Surge 
Copper Corp.’s Berg Project and Defense 
Metals Corp.’s Wicheeda Project to work with 
the Critical Minerals Office to support early 
co-ordination as the projects prepares for en-
vironmental assessment and future permitting 
processes. The Critical Minerals Office works 
with selected advanced project proponents to 
accelerate their permitting processes by help-
ing co-ordinate First Nations and community 
engagement, identify regulatory requirements 
early, align permitting pathways and support 
readiness for future environmental-assess-
ment and regulatory processes. This co-ordi-
nation supports projects in advancing through 
to operating mines through efficient processes 
and early preparedness without changing per-
mitting standards or regulatory decisions.
“The Critical Minerals Office provides key 

services to help take promising projects and 
move them forward faster, ensuring that BC 
continues to rapidly grow the sector,” said 
Jagrup Brar, Minister of Mining and Critical 
Minerals. “By supporting early co-ordina-
tion for projects like North Island, Berg and 

Wicheeda, we are helping ensure communi-
ties, First Nations and project proponents have 
clearer information and stronger alignment as 
projects move into environmental assessment 
and permitting.”
Northisle Copper and Gold has completed a 

preliminary economic assessment and contin-
ues technical and planning work as it prepares 
for the environmental-assessment process. 
Early co-ordination through the Critical Min-
erals Office helps identify requirements and 
timelines sooner, supporting efficient entry 
into permitting processes.
Quick Facts:
• BC’s mining sector supports more than 

40,000 good-paying, family-supporting jobs.
• BC contributes around 50% of Canada’s 

copper production and is Canada’s only pro-
ducer of molybdenum - a versatile, high-melt-
ing-point metallic element.
• BC produces or has good potential to pro-

duce at least 22 of the 34 critical minerals on 
Canada’s critical-minerals list as of January 
2026.
• By 2040, new and expanded critical-miner-

als projects in BC could represent an opportu-
nity of as much as $44 billion.

New Executive Director 
for Literacy Society
By Trish Weatherall
Mount Waddington Family 

Literacy Society (MWFLS) 
is pleased to welcome Jessi-
ca Brown as its new Execu-
tive Director.
“We are very excited to 

bring Jessica on board,” 
said Laura Kaminker, co-
chair of the MWFLS Board 
of Directors. 
“Her diverse skill set and 

her commitment to the com-
munities of the North Island 
make her an excellent fit 
with the Literacy Society.” 
Jessica has her Educa-

tion Assistant/Community 
Service Worker with In-
digenous Focus certificate 
from North Island College 
and is finishing her Hu-
man Services diploma. She 
has completed practicums 
at K’ak’ot’lats’i School 
(Quatsino First Nation) and 
North Island Community 
Services, with an upcoming 
practicum at Foundry Port 
Hardy. 
Jessica also runs her own 

business and has volun-
teered for many years in 
Port McNeill. 
She has a wide range of 

skills, along with a deep 
commitment to community 
service, reconciliation, and 
lifelong learning, and is 
dedicated to fostering inclu-
sive, community-centered 
programs. She lives in Port 
McNeill with her husband 
Scott and their son Charlie.
“I am so excited to step 

into this role and work 
alongside the dedicated 
staff and board to continue 
fostering lifelong learning 
and strong community con-
nections,” said Jessica. 
“Literacy has shaped my 

own journey as a learn-
er, parent, and community 
member, and I’m honoured 
to help strengthen those op-
portunities across the North 
Island. I see literacy as a 
pathway to empowerment, 
connection, and reconcil-

iation, and I’m excited to 
support this work with our 
communities.”
Contact Jessica for gen-

eral society and financial 
information or to donate to 
the literacy society at ed@
mwfamilyliteracy.org. 
“We’re grateful to former 

Executive Director Char-
ity Gillett for her leader-
ship and support over the 
past two years,” said Don-
na Merry, co-chair of the 
MWFLS Board of Direc-
tors. 

“We wish Charity all the 
best in her new role as 
Training and Development 
Manager at Quatsino First 
Nation.”
The Mount Waddington 

Family Literacy Society 
works with communities, 
schools and organizations 
to support literacy and 
learning for all ages on 
North Vancouver Island.
Visit the MWFLS website 

to learn about their free pro-
grams at: mwfamilyliteracy.
org

Photo — Jessica Brown
Jessica Brown is the new Executive Director at the Mount 

Waddington Family Literacy Society.  
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Services
• Professional installations 
• Gutter and eavestrough installation 
• Downspout cleanouts 
• Leaf gutter guards • Gutter cleaning

250-230-4705
250-230-4719

G7guttersolutions@gmail.com

Based in Port McNeill
Serving the entire North Island

Services
• Professional installations 
• Gutter and eavestrough installation 
• Downspout cleanouts 
• Leaf gutter guards • Gutter cleaning
• Soft wash siding, soffit, and exterior 
gutter cleaning • Exterior windows

250-230-4705
250-230-4719

G7guttersolutions@gmail.com

Based in Port McNeill
Serving the entire North Island

By Kathy O’Reilly
The Town of Port McNeill 

kicked off its 60th birth 
year celebrations with a 
skating party Feb. 18 at the 
Chilton Regional Arena.
“I am absolutely thrilled 

with the activities on the 
60th anniversary of our 
incorporation. There was 
outstanding work done by 
Sunset School students and 
staff in increasing the day’s 
smile ratios,” said Mayor 
James Furney.
“Town of Port McNeill 

staff and volunteers as well 
as the Chilton Arena man-
agement and crew made 
sure everyone was welcome 
and had an opportunity to 
skate and indulge in birth-
day cake,” Furney said. 
“We had well over 300 

people come through for a 
little share of hot dogs and 
big dose of community,” he 
said.
“As we get into the spring, 

we will focus on a commu-
nity gathering with a histor-
ical exhibit of our common 
history,” Furney continued.
“There are ideas being 

tossed around for a street 
party for the last Saturday 
in May. 
“Volunteers and ideas are 

warmly welcomed.”
Sunset School visited in 

three intervals of groups of 
students, with about 75 stu-
dents per group, plus teach-
ers, support staff, along 
with family and friends to 
help tie laces, said Chief 
Administrative Officer 
Brenda Johnson. 
Each group spent about 45 

minutes skating, followed 

by hot chocolate, birthday 
cake, goodie bags, scarves, 
and hotdogs. “Everything 
you would expect to have at 
a birthday party,” Johnson 
said.
Town staff served well 

over 300 hotdogs, hand-
ed out around 200 good-

ie bags, 150 scarves, and 
“there was not a crumb of 
cake left to be had (there 
might have been two pieces 
left),” she said.
“It was great to see a lot 

of locals stopping by and 
enjoying themselves while 
sharing some memories.”

Photo — Kathy O’Reilly
Staff cooked up over 300 hotdogs at a 60th anniversary of incorporation skating party 

held at the Chilton Regional Arena Feb. 18. A community gathering with a historical 
exhibit is planned for later this year.

McNeill kicks off birth year celebrations with skating party

Photo — Kathy O’Reilly
Port McNeill Mayor James Furney, and son Seamus, 3.5, 

right, with resident Al Kollman took in the 60th Birthday 
skating party Feb. 18 at the Chilton Regional Arena.
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Photo — Robin Quirk, Robin’s Eye Photography
Some interpret purple clouds as signs of divine protection, spiritual awakening, or a reminder of the connection between life and the afterlife.



Friday, February 27, 2026                                                                                                 The Eagle                                                                                                                                     Page 5



Page 6                                                                                                                                   The Eagle                                                                                                  Friday, February 27, 2026

By Trish Weatherall
Families and learners of 

all ages are invited to a fun, 
free day celebrating reading 
and learning in North Van-
couver Island communities. 
The Mount Waddington 

Family Literacy Society is 
hosting its 2026 Literacy 
Fair on Saturday, Feb. 28, 
from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. at 
Sunset Elementary School 
in Port McNeill. Admission 
is free.
• Enjoy free games, crafts, 

story readings, and hands-
on activities. 
• Every infant, child, and 

teen who attends will re-
ceive a free book while sup-
plies last.
• Meet local authors Lucy 

Hemphill, Karen Stewart 
and Erin Egan. 
• Buy a book at a special 

Literacy Fair discount at 
the ShopRite Bookstore ta-
ble. 
• Come hungry for a light 

lunch by donation to sup-
port the North Island Sec-

ondary School girls’ volley-
ball team.
• Get some Literacy socks 

to support MWFLS
“We celebrate many forms 

of literacy,” said Kelly An-
derson, Literacy Outreach 
and Mother Goose coordi-
nator.  “Reading is import-
ant, but learning also hap-
pens through play, cooking, 
music, art, and family con-
versations. These experi-
ences build skills in food, 
digital, and financial litera-
cy.” For adults, literacy can 
mean building life skills 
such as using technology, 
improving math, or learn-
ing how to budget. These 
skills support employment, 
health, finances, and stron-
ger communities.
Mount Waddington Family 

Literacy Society’s program 
staff will be there to answer 
questions about participat-
ing in its free programs or 
volunteering including:
• Mother Goose on the Go 

– family program 

• ONE-TO-ONE reading 
tutoring for children
• Fostering Literacy read-

ing tutoring for children
• Adult Literacy programs 

and workshops on reading, 
writing, math, computer 
skills, food literacy, bank-
ing and budgeting, and 
more    Local groups will 
be there with resources and 
activities, including:
• Gatehouse Community 

Association
• Immigrant Welcome 

Centre of the North Island
• North Vancouver Island - 

Aboriginal Infant Develop-
ment Program
• School District 85 Early 

Years
• ShopRite at Home Book-

store
• Vancouver Island Re-

gional Library
The Mount Waddington 

Family Literacy Society 
supports people of all ages 
across North Vancouver Is-
land with free programs that 
build reading, learning, and 
life skills. Visit mwfami-
lyliteracy.org to learn more. 

• Residential • Commercial • Silver Label 
inspections for Mobile Homes

Since 2019 in Port McNeill

CALL OR TEXT
(250) 902-8072 
h6electrical@gmail.com

Photo — Submitted
The Mount Waddington Family Literacy Society Literacy Fair  is taking placed Feb. 28 

in Port McNeill at Sunset Elementary School. Local author Erin Egan was at the 2024 
Literacy Fair and is back again this year.

Free books, fun activities and local authors at Literacy Fair

REGIONAL DISTRICT 
OF MOUNT WADDINGTON 

PUBLIC VIEWING OPPORTUNITY    
2026-2030 5-Year Financial Plan

A Public Viewing of the Proposed Regional 
District of Mount Waddington 2026-2030 5-Year 
Financial Plan and the Mount Waddington 
Regional Hospital District 2026-2030 5-Year 
Financial Plan will be held on Tuesday, March 9, 
2026 from 1:00 pm to 8:00 pm at 2044 McNeill 
Road, Port McNeill, BC 

Website: www.rdmw.bc.ca 
Telephone: 250-956-3301 
Email: info@rdmw.bc.ca

Hunt on for hidden glass floats
Longing for some adventure?
North Island Glass Floats’ Jim Wit-

ton and Brenda Trombley decided it 
was time to give back to those who 
have supported them “in our crazy ad-
diction of glass floats”.
The couple have launched a Treasure 

Hunt on the three Port Hardy beach-
es. Floats have been placed/hidden at 
Thomas Point, Storey’s Beach, and 
Carrot Park. 
“We asked people to post their finds, 

send us a photo to use with their per-
mission (no names will be used) and 
come by our house to enter a draw for 
a larger float to be drawn March 2,” 
said Witton. 
“We are not disclosing how many 

floats were hidden, but lots.” 
The response to the hunt has been in-

credible. 
“Everyone has thoroughly been en-

joying the hunt and floats are still be-
ing found daily.” Glass floats have been hidden on 

Port Hardy beaches.



By Kathy O’Reilly
The Wounded Warrior Run 

began its journey to Victoria 
on Feb. 22. The trek began 
Feb. 21 with the arrival of the 
runners and their support team 
in Port Hardy.
“We got into the hotel, 

dropped our bags, and went 
over and were welcomed by 
Chief (Calvin Hunt) into his 
shop,” said Kevin Whiteside, 
a member of the Canadian 
Armed Forces for 28 years 
and current base commander 
of CFIB Esquimalt, at a wel-
come dinner at the Port Hardy 
Royal Canadian Legion.
“To be here on the traditional 

lands of the Kwakiutl people 
was truly an outstanding way 
to start this run,” Whiteside 
said.
“The quietness and the tran-

quility are unbelievable. For 
those new runners joining us 
for the first time, it’s going to 
be an opportunity of a life-
time.”
“We have a tradition on the 

run of talking a little bit about 
our personal connection to the 
work and why we do this,” 
said Dr. Tim Black, a leading 
trauma and group counselling 
specialist who currently serves 
as National Clinical Director 
for Wounded Warriors Cana-
da.
“I’ve been doing this for 33 

years. It was 30 years ago in 
1995 as a young man when I 
first moved to Vancouver and 
Burnaby that led me to this 
path,” said Black. 
“I was involved in a domestic 

assault situation that I broke 
up, and I was stabbed and al-
most murdered. Part of my 
passion for doing this work, 
and being involved in Wound-
ed Warriors, is that I suffered 
for a long time and I had no 
idea what was going on and 
felt kind of crazy. There was 
obviously something wrong 
with me and I didn’t want to 
tell anybody,” he said.
“When I found out what it 

was (PTSD) it was like this 
lightbulb went off in my 
head.”
Wounded Warriors is here to 

serve the people who serve us. 

“The organization has been 
founded to honour the fallen 
and help the living. Everybody 
here understands this because 
they have either done it them-
selves, or are currently doing 
it, serving the communities to 
try to keep people safe, to rush 
into danger when everybody 
else is kind of losing their 
s**t,” Black said.
“For me, the big thing is 

I don’t want people to suf-
fer unnecessarily. When you 
come out of dealing with the 
black hole of what you’ve 
gone through, it’s a hard road 
out. Doing it alone is almost 
impossible.”
All Wounded Warrior pro-

grams are no cost to user. 
“We are a national charity. 

We do not carry profit for-
ward. We have to spend all 

of our money every year,” he 
explained.
“This run, that you came here 

all together to help support, 
serves the people on the is-
land. The money that is raised 
here, stays here.”
The Wounded Warriors left 

Port Hardy in pouring rain 
and fierce wind on their jour-
ney to Port McNeill, Sayward 
and Woss and then on to Vic-
toria.
Wounded Warrior Canada is 

dedicated to serving ill and in-
jured Trauma Exposed Profes-
sionals and their families. The 
relay-style run has become the 
largest fund raiser for Wound-
ed Warriors Canada on Van-
couver Island. 
The 2025 event raised over 

$165,000, with the 2026 
events aiming for $250,000.
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To have your business be part of 
our positive message call 250-949-0337 
or email publisher@northislandeagle.com

The North Island Eagle... 
because everyone needs 
some good news

Dealers may sell for less. Pricing on all chain saws, power tools and accessories will remain in effect until December 4, 2020. 
Illustrations and descriptions are as accurate as known at the time of publication and are subject to change without notice. 
STIHL Limited is not responsible for a printing error, the local STIHL Dealer has the final authority to set product pricing. 
Pricing valid at participating dealers only.

① Weight with powerhead only. ② Don’t miss your chance to get the Wood-Pro™ Kit. Simply purchase any one of the 
following chain saws between now and December 4, 2020 and you will receive a STIHL Wood-Pro™ Kit FREE. This kit 
includes: a Woodsman® Carrying Case, STIHL hat and a replacement loop of OILOMATIC® chain – an $85 value! Hat may 
not be exactly as shown. Offer valid until December 4, 2020, while supplies last. Eligible Models: MS 170, MS 171, 
MS 180 C-BE, MS 181 C-BE, MS 194 C-E, MS 211, MS 250, MS 250 C-BE, MS 251, MS 251 C-BE, MS 261 C-M, MS 271, 
MS 291 C-BE, MS 362 C-M and MS 391.

WWW.STIHL.CA    STIHLCANADA

FALL SAVINGS 
ƒ

$25995
MSRP $289.95 with 16" bar

SAVE $30

$49995
MSRP $609.95 with 16" bar

SAVE $110

MS 170 
GAS CHAIN SAW
30.1 CC • 1.3 KW • 3.9 KG/8.6 LB  ①

$44995
MSRP $459.95 with 16" bar

SAVE $10MS 250
GAS CHAIN SAW
45.4 CC • 2.3 KW • 4.6 KG/10.1 LB  ①

LIMITED TIME ONLY
Price Without Wood- Pro™ Kit

MS 291
GAS CHAIN SAW
55.5 CC • 2.8 KW • 5.6 KG/12.3 LB  ①

$35995
MSRP $379.95 with 16" bar

SAVE $20MS 180 C-BE
GAS CHAIN SAW
31.8 CC • 1.5 KW • 4.2 KG/9.3 LB  ①

$49995
MSRP with 16" bar

NEW
MS 250 C-BE
GAS CHAIN SAW
45.4 CC • 2.3 KW • 4.9 KG/10.8 LB  ①

RECEIVE A 
FREE WOOD-PRO™ KIT
with the purchase of any eligible STIHL Chain Saw. ②

•  Woodsman® Carrying Case  •  OILOMATIC® Chain  •  STIHL Hat

$54995
MSRP $569.95 with 16" bar

SAVE $20MS 271
GAS CHAIN SAW
50.2 CC • 2.6 KW • 5.6 KG/12.3 LB  ①

$72995
MSRP $779.95 with 16" bar

SAVE $50MS 261 C-M
GAS CHAIN SAW
50.2 CC • 3.0 KW • 4.9 KG/10.8 LB  ①

Battery Power. Made by STIHL.

$26995③

MSRP $299.95

SAVE $30bga 57  
BATTERY BLOWER
AK 20 • 118 WH • 2.2 KG/4.9 LB ①

$26995③

MSRP $299.95

SAVE $30FSa 57  
BATTERY TRIMMER
AK 10 • 59 WH • 2.6 KG/5.7 LB ①

$44995③

MSRP $469.95 with 12" bar

SAVE $20MSA 140 C-BQ  
BATTERY CHAIN SAW
AK 30 • 187 WH • 2.6 KG/5.7 LB ②

$69995③

MSRP

new
RMA 460 V  
BATTERY SELF-PROPELLED  
LAWN MOWER
19" DECK • AK 30 • 187 WH • 27.0 KG/59.5 LB ①

RMA 460  
BATTERY LAWN MOWER
19" DECK • AK 30 • 187 WH • 26.0 KG/57.3 LB ①

$59995③

MSRP

MSA 120 C-BQ  
BATTERY CHAIN SAW
AK 20 • 118 WH • 2.5 KG/5.5 LB ②

$39995③

MSRP $429.99 with 12" bar

SAVE $30

WWW.STIHL.CA    STIHLCANADA

Dealers may sell for less. Pricing on all chain saws and blowers will remain in effect until June 30, 2020. 
Pricing on all other power tools and accessories will remain in effect until July 31, 2020. Illustrations and 
descriptions are as accurate as known at the time of publication and are subject to change without notice. 
STIHL Limited is not responsible for a printing error, the local STIHL Dealer has the final authority to set 
product pricing. Pricing valid at participating dealers only.
① Weight without battery. ② Weight with powerhead only. ③ All units priced with battery and charger.

Dealer Day Specials
ƒ

As usual Macandales will continue our delivery 
and shipping services to wherever you need it!

Dear North Island Community, 
Macandales is considered an Essential 
Service, and as such, will remain open 
with our regular hours serving our
customers, as well as other essential 
service providers. 

8640 Wollason Street, Port Hardy 
250-949-8442  macandales.com

www.macandales .com

We are committed to serving you and exceeding 
Covid-19 pandemic protocols in our store. 

Dealers may sell for less. Pricing on all chain saws, power tools and accessories will remain in effect until December 4, 2020. 
Illustrations and descriptions are as accurate as known at the time of publication and are subject to change without notice. 
STIHL Limited is not responsible for a printing error, the local STIHL Dealer has the final authority to set product pricing. 
Pricing valid at participating dealers only.

① Weight with powerhead only. ② Don’t miss your chance to get the Wood-Pro™ Kit. Simply purchase any one of the 
following chain saws between now and December 4, 2020 and you will receive a STIHL Wood-Pro™ Kit FREE. This kit 
includes: a Woodsman® Carrying Case, STIHL hat and a replacement loop of OILOMATIC® chain – an $85 value! Hat may 
not be exactly as shown. Offer valid until December 4, 2020, while supplies last. Eligible Models: MS 170, MS 171, 
MS 180 C-BE, MS 181 C-BE, MS 194 C-E, MS 211, MS 250, MS 250 C-BE, MS 251, MS 251 C-BE, MS 261 C-M, MS 271, 
MS 291 C-BE, MS 362 C-M and MS 391.

WWW.STIHL.CA    STIHLCANADA

FALL SAVINGS 
ƒ

$25995
MSRP $289.95 with 16" bar

SAVE $30

$49995
MSRP $609.95 with 16" bar

SAVE $110

MS 170 
GAS CHAIN SAW
30.1 CC • 1.3 KW • 3.9 KG/8.6 LB  ①

$44995
MSRP $459.95 with 16" bar

SAVE $10MS 250
GAS CHAIN SAW
45.4 CC • 2.3 KW • 4.6 KG/10.1 LB  ①

LIMITED TIME ONLY
Price Without Wood- Pro™ Kit

MS 291
GAS CHAIN SAW
55.5 CC • 2.8 KW • 5.6 KG/12.3 LB  ①

$35995
MSRP $379.95 with 16" bar

SAVE $20MS 180 C-BE
GAS CHAIN SAW
31.8 CC • 1.5 KW • 4.2 KG/9.3 LB  ①

$49995
MSRP with 16" bar

NEW
MS 250 C-BE
GAS CHAIN SAW
45.4 CC • 2.3 KW • 4.9 KG/10.8 LB  ①

RECEIVE A 
FREE WOOD-PRO™ KIT
with the purchase of any eligible STIHL Chain Saw. ②

•  Woodsman® Carrying Case  •  OILOMATIC® Chain  •  STIHL Hat

$54995
MSRP $569.95 with 16" bar

SAVE $20MS 271
GAS CHAIN SAW
50.2 CC • 2.6 KW • 5.6 KG/12.3 LB  ①

$72995
MSRP $779.95 with 16" bar

SAVE $50MS 261 C-M
GAS CHAIN SAW
50.2 CC • 3.0 KW • 4.9 KG/10.8 LB  ①

Shop Local. Buy STIHL.
Dealers may sell for less. Pricing on all products and accessories will remain in effect until June 30, 2023. 
Illustrations and descriptions are as accurate as known at the time of publication and are subject to change 
without notice. STIHL Limited is not responsible for a printing error, the local STIHL Dealer has the final 
authority to set product pricing. Pricing valid at participating dealers only while supplies last.
① Weight without fuel, cutting attachment or deflector. ②  Weight without fuel. ③ Weight with powerhead 
only. ④ Price shown with 61PMM3 chain.

WWW.STIHL.CA    STIHLCANADA

FS 38  
GAS TRIMMER
27.2 CC • 9.3 LB ①

BG 50 
GAS HANDHELD 
BLOWER
27.2 CC • 7.9 LB ②

MS 170
GAS CHAIN SAW
30.1 CC • 8.6 LB ③

$17999
MSRP $239.99

SAVE $60

Father’s Day Feature

$19999④

MSRP $299.99 with 16" bar

SAVE $100

Father’s Day Feature

SAVE $50

$17999
MSRP $229.99

Father’s Day Feature

SALE
ON NOW

11656_2023_FathersDay_AdMat_EN_Final.indd   111656_2023_FathersDay_AdMat_EN_Final.indd   1 2023-05-10   1:17 PM2023-05-10   1:17 PM

Shop local. 
buy stihl.
ƒ

Dealers may sell for less. Pricing on all products and accessories will remain in effect until 
June 28, 2024. Illustrations and descriptions are as accurate as known at the time of 
publication and are subject to change without notice. STIHL Limited is not responsible 
for a printing error, the local STIHL Dealer has the final authority to set product pricing. 
Pricing valid at participating dealers only while supplies last.
① Without fuel, cutting attachment or deflector. ②  Without battery.
③ Price includes battery and charger.

WWW.STIHL.CA    STIHLCANADA

FS 38  

GAS TRIMMER
27.2 CC • 9.3 LB ①

SAVE $50

$17999
MSRP $229.99

FSa 57 (SET)  

BATTERY TRIMMER
AK 10 • AL 101 • 6.0 LB ②

SAVE $50

$22999③ 

MSRP $279.99

 Battery Power. Made by STIHL.

Our February 
giveaway!

Outdoor package 
includes:
• 30L dry bag
• Thermos 

& coffee mug
• JB Fields socks
• Stanfield toque

$300 value!

Photo — Kathy O’Reilly
Wounded Warrior Run participants posed for a photo with the Canadian Rangers at Port Hardy’s Royal Canadian Legion Branch #237 Feb. 21 

before enbarking an 800-kilometre trek down island to Victoria Feb. 22.

Wounded Warriors raises funds for mental health
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A beach walk is soothing to 
the soul, so many wonders to 
see and experience. The sun, 
sounds, sea, and air are deeply 
restorative, where each wave 
and tide brings a fresh sense of 
possibility. With the pureness 
of salt air invigorating our 
lungs and the gentle crunch 
of shells and pebbles under-
foot, it reminded me of Long-
fellow’s poem “The Secrets 
of the Sea”… as we strolled 
along the shore. The poet ex-
plores how the ocean is a mir-
ror to the vastness of human 
experiences, and after almost 
eight decades of life one’s 
experience ledger is brim-
ming. Filled with cherished 
memories, and a shared sense 
of anticipation and mystery 
exploring British Columbia’s 
outdoors…. what gift from na-
ture will tomorrow bring? The 
morning’s spectacular sunrise 
was amazing enough for a 
kindly couple walking hand in 
hand along Hardy Bay.
Then, Nature provided Chris, 

Rosie and I with a poignant re-
minder of the ocean’s bound-
less wonder drawing our eyes 
to a nearby “Sea oOter” lazi-
ly floating in calm waters in 
absolute contentment. Sun-
light glistened off its thick 
velvet-like fur; a remarkable 
mammal with a charm and 
influence that extends far be-
yond its captivating appear-
ance. 
Sea Otters are a keystone 

species, playing a vital role in 

maintaining the balance and 
sustainability of nearshore 
marine ecosystems, in ways I 
never could have imagined be-
fore writing this article.
To our pleasure, Sea Otter 

sightings are becoming in-
creasingly more common 
along the green shallow shores 
of North Vancouver Island. 
We never tire watching these 
expressive mammals play-
fully tumbling through kelp, 
their teddy bear faces, curious 
dark eyes, and dexterous paws 
evoke images of a mythical 
sea-going Koala …  animals 
deeply connected to their sur-
roundings.
Known by some as the “old 

man of the sea” they were 
once eradicated from Vancou-
ver Island’s cold nutrient-rich 
waters. They have however, 
rebounded from near extinc-
tion along our northern coast-
lines. Thanks to conservation 
efforts in 1969-1972, “eighty-
nine” sea otters from Alaska 
were reintroduced to Kyuquot 

Sound on Vancouver Island’s 
west coast. The success of 
this program is seen today in 
playful antics of otters rolling 
through kelp, grooming their 
luxurious coats, using rocks to 
crack open shellfish. To many 
they are a cherished symbol of 
the region’s coastal identity, as 
they float effortlessly on their 
backs. Their presence brings 
both joy, intrigue, and perhaps 
apprehension to some as a sea-
food competitor.
As playful as they appear, Sea 

Otters spend much of their day 
foraging when they are not 
grooming or caring for young 
called cubs or kittens. They 
are highly adapted to ocean 
life, possessing the densest fur 
of any animal in the animal 
kingdom; one hundred thou-
sand hairs per square centime-
tre, a density that is absolutely 
essential for thermal insulation 
in chilly northern waters. To 
maintain insulating properties 
otters must spend five or more 
hours a day grooming their 

fur! Without constant care, 
the delicate hairs would mat, 
bridging cold water to skin 
bringing with it hypothermia 
and death. 
I was surprised to learn Sea 

Otters, unlike most other ma-
rine mammals, lack a thick 
layer of blubber, and rely ex-
clusively on their luxuriant fur 
to keep warm.
Sea Otters live ten to fifteen 

years or more and most spend 
the entirety of their lives at 
sea; only rarely do they haul 

out onto land. They even give 
birth in the water! Their ability 
to thrive in cold sea environ-
ments is due to unique evolu-
tionary adaptations, primarily 
focusing on advanced ther-
mo-regulation. They are the 
only “marine mammals” that 
rely exclusively on dense fur 
and an extremely high meta-
bolic rate to maintain a core 
body temperature of approxi-
mately 37.8°C. 
They also have two and a 

half to three times the lung ca-

pacity and oversized kidneys 
of similarly sized mammals. 
Likewise, webbed feet, armpit 
pockets for rocks, and whisker 
sensitivity that can detect food 
are also features adapted to a 
life at sea. Neat, eh!
Sea Otters are incredibly so-

cial and often gather in large 
groups called rafts, sometimes 
numbering in the hundreds! 
Gatherings are thought to be 
restful opportunities providing 
safety in numbers. 

Continued on Page 9

Page 10                                                                                                                                 The Eagle                                                                                                  Friday, December 20, 2019  Page 12                                                                                                                                 The Eagle                                                                                                             Friday, July 5, 2019Page 14                                                                                                                                The Eagle                                                                                                           Friday, April 26, 2019

Do you remem-
ber, as a child, ly-
ing on your back 
and watching the 
clouds roll by, or 
studying a spider 
building its web, 
or observing a 
bumblebee load-
ing its legs with 
pollen or taking 
the time to watch 
a rainbow until it 
disappeared? Why 
is it that those 
things are no longer an option in our busy 
itinerary; that somehow the simple things 
that made time stand still and filled our lives 
with wonder have slipped into oblivion? No 
wonder our lives are passing by so quickly!
 Rediscovering the child within us is far 

from an easy task. We are creatures of habit 
and as we grew into adulthood, we learned 
adult habits; habits that taught us how to work 
but, in the process, we lost the ability to play. 
When we do play, we’ve managed to turn it 
into such a serious business that we actually 
work at playing, turning it into competitive 
play with others (hockey, baseball, curling) 
or against ourselves (skiing, windsurfing).
 Even when we decide to simplify our activ-

ities we are in a hurry. 
Rarely do we “stop and smell the roses”, 

take enjoyment in the little hidden treasures 
that are all around us; usually underfoot. 

Painting landscapes or seascapes 
on site constantly underscores 
this reality to me. It forces me 
to spend some time in one place 
and in the process the rewards are 
bountiful. I truly believe that na-
ture accepts you more when you 
take the time to be part of it.
 In painting this creek, I wan-

dered upstream just far enough to 
be away from the noise of the log-
ging road that had taken me there. 
The first thing that attracted me to 
this particular spot were how the reflections 
in the water were broken up by the rocks just 
below the surface, little hidden treasures that 
shimmered as they caught the light moving 
about by the current’s kaleidoscope. As I sat 
and painted for several hours, Mother Nature 
brought out other treasures. Not far down 
the creek from me I spotted a doe and her 

fawn sipping from the clear pool. Cutthroat 
trout, too small for me to get excited about 
not bringing my fly rod, made their presence 
known, breaking the surface and creating lit-
tle concentric circles. Not too small, howev-
er, for the mink that nearly ran across my feet 
before he noticed me! So went my afternoon, 
filled with things I would never have seen 
had I merely gone for a hike along the creek. 

This is why, every once in a while, I like to 
leave the comfort of my studio, find a spot, 
sit, paint and observe. The paintings aren’t as 
slick as the ones done in the studio, but do 
you ever learn! And not just about painting. 
(Gordon lives at 801 Nimpkish Heights and 

has his gallery open there by appointment. A 
simple telephone call will do the trick at 250-
956-3539. His website is www.henschel.ca)

Rarely do we take time to stop and smell the roses

Photo – Robin Quirk, Robin’s Eye Photography

The recent unsettled weather has provided some great rainbow viewing opportunities - including this one arching across the ocean to Alert Bay.
Rainbow Alert

A Brush 
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Stress relief found in a canoe on Atluk Lake
There are kayak people and 

there are canoe people. 
My wife,  Ann and I had 

often cast lustful eyes upon 
the beautiful kayaks here 
on North Island, but we had 
never quite graduated per-
manently to this slim little 
vessel with the hole in the 
top. 
Although we tried kayaks 

and enjoyed them, the canoe 
has positioned itself as “first” 
in our lives years ago.
I rode in a canoe almost be-

fore I could walk, paddled 
along by my trapper father 
before the days of the out-
board motor; while Ann’s 
first canoeing experience 
came at twelve when her par-
ents started a tourist resort. 
One of our first dates togeth-
er was canoeing and fishing 
and when we were married, 
was it going to be a new 
chesterfield or a canoe? The 
chesterfield would have had 
to wait had it not been for a 
gift of a canoe from Ann’s 
father. The red canoe, made 
of fibreglass, is the one in the 
painting. Now, over seventy 
years old, it is still in use and 
a family heirloom!
This painting with a canoe 

is of Atluk Lake, a North Is-
land jewel that is the favou-
rite of many campers. With 
a great beach that has plenty 
of room for tents and RVs, it 
can be reached from the Ze-
ballos road in just a few short 

kilometres. With Pinder Peak 
looming overhead, this cool, 
clear gem has countless 
spectacular views with some 
impressive waterfalls com-
ing off the mountain. 
I’ve spent many happy 

hours painting this lake, of-
ten without a boat of any 
kind. There are some great 
views from the logging road 
that runs along the side of it, 
views that give you a really 
good look at Pinder and its 
accompanying range. There 
are turnouts and parking 
places along this route but 
you have to keep a sharp eye 
out for them.
I must admit we had a glo-

rious evening at Atluk Lake 
one summer with some 
friends, who prefer kayaks 
and had an extra one to lend 
us. We did the whole nine 
yards, picnic lunch and all; 
and I learned that a water 
fight with another kayak is 
less invasive than one in a 

canoe.
To sum up: whether it’s a 

canoe or a kayak, getting out 
there with only the sound 
of your paddle and the cry 
of the loons is a great stress 
reliever. It should be on your 
“To Do” list very near the 
top!
Oops, I forgot to mention 

fishing!     

Photo – Kathy O’Reilly

North Islanders turned out in force to snap up seeds, plants, and vegetables at the Seedy Saturday event held at 
the North Island Mall April 13. Above, Myra Connaty, from Coal Harbour’s Connaty Farms, left, helps a customer 
pick out a tomato plant.

Seedy Saturday

A Brush 
with 

Henschel
by Gordon 
Henschel
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When you sink your teeth 
into local island fresh pro-
duce, you have bees to thank. 
We don’t often think about 
the tiny little critters that 
carry the weight of our food 
chain on their wings, but we 
should. 
Vancouver Island has al-

ways relied on small scale 
agriculture projects for food 
security. Unlike many plac-
es in Canada, our island’s 
climate allows for food pro-
duction year-round. But this 
food production and the sur-
vival of our local agricultur-

al farms depends heavily on 
stable bee populations for 
pollination.  
Some of us have heard 

about our bee crisis and is-
sues with pollination and the 
disappearance of our tiny 
friends. But even though we 
know it’s happening, they are 
so tiny for many years they 
seem to have escaped the 
view of scientific work, gov-
ernment funding, and gener-
al social interest. 
Wacky weather, habitat 

loss, toxic chemicals and dis-
ease have resulted in a dra-

matic decline of Vancouver 
Island bees. As one exam-

ple, in 2014 the Committee 
on the Status of Endangered 

Wildlife in Canada (COSE-
WIC), identified the Western 
Bumblebee (a native to Van-
couver Island) as threatened. 
And of the close to 500 other 
species of bees in BC, many 
others are also on the de-
cline.  Having said that, there 
are things us humans can do 
to help.
To help bees, you can plant 

blooming native flowers like 
roses, sunflowers, lavender 
and rhododendrons (which 
also happens to be deer re-
sistant). 
Avoid using pesticides in 

your backyard, particularly 
insecticides like neonicoti-
noids, which are deadly to 
bees. 
You can create bee-friendly 

habitat. From wooden blocks 
to bamboo housing, you can 
find great tips online of how 
you can build bee houses. 
And like all species, bees 
need water. Maintaining a 
small bird bath gives not 
just the birds, but the bees, a 
source of water. 
Despite all the negative 

aspects to bee decline, on a 
positive note, bees are being 

taken seriously by our pro-
vincial government. Current-
ly, you can go to the provin-
cial government website and 
find a detailed list of helpful 
information on wildflowers 
that you can plant:
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/

g o v / c o n t e n t / i n d u s t r y /
agriculture-seafood/ani-
mals-and-crops/animal-pro-
duction/bees/food-for-bees/
bee-forage-plants
The government is also of-

fering a FREE bee course for 
aspiring beekeepers (or, Api-
culturists as they are known 
in the scientific world). You 
can find out more about free 
bee courses at:
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/

g o v / c o n t e n t / i n d u s t r y /
agriculture-seafood/ani-
mals-and-crops/animal-pro-
duction/bees/bee-courses
So, be kind to our bees and 

next time you sink your teeth 
into a local Vancouver Is-
land apple or sprinkle some 
blueberries on your morning 
breakfast, remember it all 
started small and sometimes 
the smallest beings should 
get the biggest buzz.  

Photo — Bryce Casavant

Put together a seal at whale museum
By Kathy O’Reilly
The Whale Interpretive Centre 

in Telegraph Cove has a new 
exhibit for little do-it-your-
selfers.
Last summer, staff and vol-

unteers came up with the idea 
to set up a display that allows 
little visitors to put together a 
Harbour Seal skeleton.
“They’ve labelled every bone, 

so it’s a little puzzle for kids,” 
said Whale Interpretive Centre 
board President Jim Borrow-
man.
“They are real bones with a 

protective covering on them,” 
said Whale Interpretive Centre 
interpreter Emily Holmes.
“The phalanges that would be 

in the front flippers, the hands 
if you will, and the feet, if you 
will, are glued together because 
these little spindly bones would 
just get lost so easily, so that 
is just one piece to put togeth-
er,” said Holmes. This has also 
been done with some pieces of 
the vertebrae.
Another addition to the chil-

dren’s area this year is a hu-
man skeleton called “Nikayak” 
that shows youngsters the dif-
ferences between human and 
mammal anatomy.
“It’s a great teaching tool,” 

said Borrowman.
The skeleton was donated by 

Nick from North Island Kayak.

Photo — Kathy O’Reilly
Whale Interpretive Centre board President Jim Borrowman explains the new Har-

bour Seal exhibit that allows guests to try their hand at assembling a skeleton.

An issue that should get a little more buzz - bees!
At this writing, we have not 

had any snow and you are 
probably wondering if Hen-
schel is trying to put one over 
on you; but it is the season 
and I always try to come up 
with something seasonal! So 
I need to ‘fess up and tell you 
that this painting was done 
last year and I’m using it as 
a basis for this story.
Aside from the snow, I’m 

not sure what, in my paint-
ings, has drawn me to seek 
out water; an eccentricity 
that someone pointed out to 
me years ago when I had a 
show in the Museum build-
ing in Prince Rupert. “Mr. 
Henschel, were you aware 
that out of the 28 paintings 
that are hanging, there is 
only one that doesn’t have 
water in it?” The truth was 
that I had no idea that I was a 
water fanatic with my work:  
for me, certainly a revelation.
The painting in this picture 

is another one of those rev-
elations!  A favourite spot 
of mine, just six kilometres 
from our house, is Roselle 
Lake, a magnet for me as the 

seasons bring on new chang-
es in colour and atmosphere. 
This was the first snow, new 
and iridescent in the morn-
ing sun. The lake, only part-
ly frozen, broke up the new 
white sheet into wonderful 
designs. It would have been 
easy to find a dozen compo-
sitions, each one sparkling 
and magnificent in its new-
ness and freshness. The mag-
ic of snow!
Why is everybody so ex-

cited about a White Christ-
mas? For me, it originates 
from a childhood in Mani-
toba, where snow at Christ-
mas was as sure as Santa 

Claus! My Mom, as well as 
my friends’ mothers, were 
in the church choir and I 
would accompany her to the 
pre-Christmas choir practic-
es. The church in our small 
town lay on a hill; a perfect 
spot for sleds and toboggans! 
The old church, not being 
soundproof, poured forth 
the choir’s Christmas carols 
while we were having our 
winter fun. That, folks, is 
about as good as it can ever 
get: a sliding hill with built-
in carols!
White or not, have a Merry 

Christmas!
Website: www.henschel.ca  

Why is everyone so excited about a white Christmas?
A Brush 

with 
Henschel

by Gordon 
Henschel

Port McNeill Guiders, from left to right:  Koa Lukow-Mccormick - Pathfinder; 
Haylee Masterman - Pathfinder; Giselle Alfred - Ranger; and Stephanie Lacasse - 
Transitioning member hosted their annual Photos with Santa Nov. 30

Santa’s Helpers
Photo — Kathy O’Reilly Photo — Robin Quirk, Robin’s Eye Photography

Choral conductor Jamie Guenther and the Alert Bay Chorus did it again. They 
sang their hearts out at their recent ‘Christmas In Song’ concert Dec. 15 at Christ 
Church. The church was packed with people.

Christmas Chorus

Photo — Christine Patterson
Sea Otters have rebounded from near extinction along northern coastlines thanks to con-

servation efforts in 1969-1972.

Outdoor
Adventures
Outdoor 
Adventures 

With Gord Patterson
& Rosie

With Gord Patterson
& Rosie

The return of the Sea Otter - once eradicated from island



Continued from Page 8
Whatever the purpose, a raft 

of otters are playful, yet sur-
prisingly quiet with only a few 
whistles grunts, clicks, and 
coos as they play, enriching 
their social and ecological roles 
in their own distinctive way…. 
Not to mention our viewing 
pleasure as we watch their en-
tertaining, inquisitive antics.
Otters are known for using 

tools, a behaviour that sets 
them apart from most other 
marine mammals. Using a paw 
with nimbleness, they take a 
rock or other hard object out 
of their armpit pocket and use 
it to crack open shells and crus-
taceans; whilst calmly floating 
on their back, revealing a re-
markable level of intelligence 
and dexterity. They will then 
replace the rock back in the 
pocket for safe keeping, then 
eat their shelled food. Some re-
searchers have noted some ot-
ters will use the same rock tool 
for years! Amazing, eh!
Central to the otter’s daily ex-

istence is its insatiable appetite. 
Sea otters must consume up to 
a quarter of their body weight 
(adult sea otters typically weigh 
between 14 and 45 kg) each 
day to fuel their high metabolic 
rates! Their diet is diverse and 
includes sea urchins, crabs, 
clams, snails, and mussels. By 
preying on sea urchins, (which 
can devastate kelp forests if un-
checked), otters help maintain 
the balance and biodiversity 
of coastal marine habitats. The 
foraging activities of sea otters 
are unwitting sea gardeners, 
their efforts cultivate nursery 
grounds for countless marine 
fin fish species!
Females will give birth to one 

“pup” annually and rearing of 
young are intimate and tender 
processes for sea otters. Their 
gestation period is about six 
months. Pups are born with 
a thick woolly coat that traps 
air and keeps them buoyant. 
Remarkably, they cannot dive 
at this stage and mothers are 
sole provider and must devote 
themselves entirely to their 
offspring; feeding, grooming, 
and teaching essential survival 
skills. When a mother needs to 

dive she sometimes wraps her 
pup in kelp so it doesn’t drift 
away while she is submerged. 
The strong maternal bond in 
the Wild Kingdom ensures the 
next generation is well-pre-
pared to navigate the complexi-
ties of the otter’s marine world.
As pups mature, they gradu-

ally take on full responsibilities 
of independent life. They learn 
to dive at about eight to ten 
weeks old, to hunt and escape 
predators, skills practised first 
in the safety of their mother’s 
embrace and later perfected 
in the wider world of the kelp 
forest. Juvenile otters stay with 
mom for about a year or lon-
ger and are especially playful 
during this time. It is enjoyable 
entertainment to watch them 
engaging in mock battles and 
games that serve both as exer-
cise and as crucial training for 
adulthood. This period of de-
velopment is critical, given the 
challenges and dangers of the 
North Island coastal environ-
ment. The success of offspring 
nurturing is well evidenced in 
the dramatic increase from 89  
otters to the numbers we see to-
day over the course of 53 years.
The history of the Pacific 

Northwest Sea Otter is marked 
by hardship and then triumph 
through successful conser-
vation interventions. From 
the late 1700s into the 19th 
century, the species suffered 
catastrophic declines from an 
estimated 52,000 due to the 
fur trade. Prized for their ex-
ceptionally soft and valuable 
pelts, Sea Otter populations 
were hunted to near extinc-
tion throughout much of their 
range. By the early 20th cen-
tury, only a few small, isolated 
colonies remained in the Pacif-
ic Northwest; a once-abundant 
presence reduced to scattered 
remnants on the brink of van-
ishing forever.
While conservation efforts 

to restore otters to historical 
levels initially faced skepti-
cism and logistical challenges, 
Sea Otter populations have 
bounced back to an estimated 
8,000 today. As otters returned, 
kelp forests at the mercy of sea 
urchin predation during the ot-

ter’s absence, began to thrive 
once again, quadrupling kelp 
bed size in short order, high-
lighting a positive and signif-
icant ecological effect of the 
otter’s presence. The otters’ 
choice food source is sea ur-
chin, and once predators pop-
ulations of undersea vegetation 
were kept in check, the flora 
grew robustly, creating new 
lush underwater forests with a 
return of diverse marine life. 
Remarkably, healthy undersea 
habitats are essential not only 
for fish and invertebrates but 
also play a role in protecting 
coastlines from erosion! An-
other side benefit of renewed 
shore flora is the sequestering 
of carbon, contributing to cli-
mate resilience. Who could 
have envisioned the return of 
a coastal mammal would have 
such a positive domino ecolog-
ical effect? Interesting, eh!
Sea Otter reintroduction has 

also fostered broader ecosys-
tem changes. For example, 
while the return of otters to 
regions near Vancouver Island 
has led to a decrease in reve-
nues of shallow water crab and 
other shellfish sectors, it has 
increased diversity and abun-
dance of revenues from other 
commercially viable fish sec-
tor species. Researchers have 
documented that healthy kelp 
forests growth facilitated by 
otters provide nursery grounds 
for Salmon, Lingcod, Rockfish 

and other fin fish species.
Researchers at the University 

of British Columbia have re-
ported that coastal ecosystems, 
when otters are present, are 
more productive economically 
in the broader sense, equating 
a reduction of invertebrate har-
vesting is offset by an increase 
of fin fish catches and tourism 
opportunities with a combined 
net revenue increase of up to 
$50 million annually! The pres-
ence of frolicking otters has 
even benefited seabirds, whose 
food sources are now more 
abundant in restored marine 
flora environments. These ex-
amples highlight how reintro-
duction of natural species and 
natural behaviours can trigger 
cascading ecological effects, 
that in the case of otter reintro-
duction has enhanced the over-
all productivity and stability of 
coastal environments.
Today, the distribution of the 

Pacific Northwest Sea Otter 
is a contrast reflecting both 
successful recoveries and on-
going vulnerabilities. Grow-
ing populations are thriving in 
British Columbia yet, modern 
threats, oil spills, entanglement 
in fishing gear, disease, and 
the ever-present pressure of a 
changing climate, continue to 
challenge their survival. It is re-
ported Killer Whale predation 
is also a threat.
While the sea otter’s story is 

one of both hope and caution, 

the Pacific Northwest popula-
tion of 8,000 is still far below 
historic levels of 52,000. Be-
cause of ongoing risks to their 
survival, the Pacific Northwest 
Sea Otter is designated as a 
species at risk in Canada. Legal 
protections, habitat conserva-
tion efforts, and public educa-
tion campaigns are essential to 
their continued recovery. Still, 
the presence of Sea Otters in 
Hardy Bay signals a viable 

healthy coastal ecosystem, and 
their fate is intertwined with 
that of a pristine marine envi-
ronment communities must 
sustain. Protecting Sea Otters 
is not just about saving a single 
species, it is about safeguard-
ing the integrity and diversity 
of the Pacific Northwest’s oce-
anic heritage.
Isn’t nature grand

Safe travels,
Gord
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Photo — Christine Patterson
Sea otters are incredibly social and often gather in large groups called rafts.

The Sea Otters’ recovery story is one of both hope and caution

Rotary Club 
of Port McNeill 
50/50 
tickets
on sale 

NOW LIVE!
On line auction 
FFeebb..  2288-MMaarrcchh  77

 Bidding now open!
     Look for 

details on our 
Facebook Page!
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www.northislandeagle.com      Facebook:  @northislandeagle

To have your business be part of 
our positive message call 250-949-0337 
or email publisher@northislandeagle.com

The North Island Eagle... 
because everyone needs 
some good news

        info@melanconstruction.ca                                                  www.melanconstruction.ca                                      William Melan: 250-618-7410

It’s time to 
book ahead for 
the new year!CONSTRUCTION LTD.
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Call?Who you gonna 
North Island Business Directory

Serving
•Port McNeill
• Hyde Creek
• Nimpkish 

Heights
• Twin Peaks

• Cluxewe

Call us Today 
for More 

Information!

Purified Water 
by Reverse 

Osmosis

North Island Images
Darrell J. McIntosh
Nature & Wildlife Photographer
250-209-0945        northislandimages@hotmail.com

Box 275
Port Alice, BC

V0N 2N0

”
“FOR THE BEST ROOF

OUR QUALITY IS PROOF

FREE On-Site Estimate
24-Hour Emergency Services
2-Year Labour Warranty

250-230-ROOF (7663)     Toll Free 1-844-802-ROOF     michelle@carson-roofing.com

“FOR THE BEST ROOF OUR QUALITY IS PROOF” 
CARSON-ROOFING.COM

CARSON ROOFING LTD

Spr ing is finally here! Please call  us for your free estimate now to book in for 
the upcoming busy season!  We do gutter cleaning & moss removal as well. 

www.northislandeagle.com      Facebook:  @northislandeagle

To have your business be part of 
our positive message call 250-949-0337 
or email publisher@northislandeagle.com

The North Island Eagle... 
because everyone needs 
some good news

121-750 Comox Rd.
Courtenay, BC

V9N 3P6

BRIGETTE AVOINE
Sales Representative

CELL: 250-207-0275  
BUS: 250-334-3124

brigetteavoine@royallepage.ca

In the Comox Valley
INDEPENDENTLY OWNED AND OPERATED, BROKERAGE

121-750 Comox Rd.
Courtenay, BC

V9N 3P6

BRIGETTE AVOINE
Sales Representative

CELL: 250-207-0275  
BUS: 250-334-3124

brigetteavoine@royallepage.ca

In the Comox Valley
INDEPENDENTLY OWNED AND OPERATED, BROKERAGE

121-750 Comox Rd.
Courtenay, BC

V9N 3P6

BRIGETTE AVOINE
Sales Representative

CELL: 250-207-0275  
BUS: 250-334-3124

brigetteavoine@royallepage.ca

In the Comox Valley
INDEPENDENTLY OWNED AND OPERATED, BROKERAGE

If you, your family, or friends 
are moving to the Comox Valley, 

Call me ... I would love to help 
find your new home

121-750 Comox Rd.
Courtenay, BC

V9N 3P6

BRIGETTE AVOINE
Sales Representative

CELL: 250-207-0275  
BUS: 250-334-3124

brigetteavoine@royallepage.ca

In the Comox Valley
INDEPENDENTLY OWNED AND OPERATED, BROKERAGE

PORT HARDY Return-It

8740 Main Street., Port Hardy    250-949-7700

It’sWorth It.

PORT HARDY Return-It is giving away 
SIX 32-inch Smart TVs this summer!!

Come on in and enter to Win!

8740 Main Street., Port Hardy
Thurs- Sun 9:30 am - 4:30 pm 

250-949-7700   

Recycle 
& WIN!

L
E
T
U
S
F
L
O
O
R
Y
O
U

danielle@dkfbooks.ca

250-902-7027
 dkfbooks.ca

4-7035 Market Street, Port Hardy

Accepting Corporate Bookkeeping Clients
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PALMISTRY, TAROT AND 
PSYCHIC READINGS with 
Roxanne. Clear and con-
cise help in all areas of 
your life. Sessions avail-
able by phone or in person 
(Malcolm Island). Healing-
Search.com

604-902-3881

Electric yard art and land-
scaping services. Special-
izing in outdoor feature 
lighting, water ponds, cus-
tom garden fountains and 
waterfall features, under-
ground sprinkler systems, 
drainage pipes, fencing re-
pairs, raised garden beds, 
greenhouses, walkways, 
landscaping maintenance 
and waste removal. Consul-
tations and design quotes 
are free.

236-255-2238

Services

2 tires and rims for a boat 
or travel trailer. 205/75/
R14. In good shape. 
$120.

250-949-7678

Coming Events

MEN'S SHED 

Connection 
Commraderie 
Community 

Are you looking to add 
more purpose, and 

excitement to your day? 

Thursday's at 7:00 PM
Port McNeil! Old School 

Red seal journeyman elec-
trician looking for small, 
residential jobs. 30+ years 
experience. Reasonable 
rates. All quotes are free. 
Call Jesse.

236-255-2238

3 Hardy Silex Steelhead 
reels in mint condition, 1 
new. Serious inquiries only.

250-949-7630

Inflatable Aquamarine de-
luxe 350 canoe ultralight. 
$1,000. 

 250-230-5290

Canoes

Furniture

Arrow canopy, from a Ford 
Ranger, fire red, 6 foot 
long, 2 feet high and four 
and a half feet wide. Excel-
lent condition, no scratch-
es. Asking $600.

250-884-4286

Boats

3288 Bayliner, twin 4-cyl-
nder diesels. $25,000.

 250-306-4417

Fishing

11ft3in. Lamiglas steelhead 
fishing rod. Mint condition. 
$225 firm.

 250-902-8413

Miscellaneous

McLary antique wood and 
coal stove for sale $1,200. 
Good condition.

 250-702-2727

4 matching winter tires for 
16-inch rims. Used one sea-
son. 235/65R 16 103H. 
Tubeless steel-belted radi-
als. $300.

250-974-8336

Tires

Friday, November 22, 2019                                                                                                 The Eagle                                                                                                                                 Page 15Friday, July 5, 2019                                                                                                             The Eagle                                                                                                                                 Page 15 Friday, May 17, 2019                                                                                                          The Eagle                                                                                                                                 Page 15

Request for Proposals

Orca Sand & Gravel LP 
is seeking proposals for the design, construction, 
and project management of a new shop building 

on our site on Northern Vancouver Island.  

 Completed proposals must be submitted to Orca   
 Sand & Gravel LP no later than May 31, 2019. 

 RFP packages can be picked up in person at: 
 6505 Island Highway, Port McNeill 
 or by email at tmackay@orcasand.ca

classifieds/marketplaceclassifieds/marketplace
Request for Proposals

VILLAGE OF PORT ALICE

REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS
# 2019 – 01

WEBSITE REDESIGN
The Village of Port Alice is accepting proposals for 
a redesign of our portalice.ca website.

The redesign will include the information currently 
on our website as well as an additional page for 
tourism.

Proposals should include costs for training Village 
staff to update and maintain the website after the 
redesign as well as examples of previous design 
work.

The current website is on the Wordpress platform.
Interested parties are invited to submit proposals 
to:

Bonnie Danyk, CAO / CFO
Village of Port Alice
1061 Marine Drive

P.O. Box 130
Port Alice, BC V0N 2N0

Email: CAO@portalice.ca, Fax 250-284-3416

Deadline: Friday, June 14, 2019 at 4:00 pm

THE VILLAGE OF PORT ALICE RESERVES THE RIGHT 
TO REJECT ANY OR ALL PROPOSALS 

AND TO ACCEPT ANY PROPOSAL IT CONSIDERS   
ADVANTAGEOUS.

THE LOWEST OR ANY PROPOSAL 
MAY NOT NECESSARILY BE ACCEPTED. 

VACANT LOT FOR SALE
1116 Matsqui Avenue

Legal Description: Lot 10, Plan VIP19973 District Lot 
2137, Rupert Land District

Sold As Is / Where Is 

Minimum Bid Price is $25,000

Sealed Bids accepted until 
4:00 pm on May 31, 2019

Submit your bid in a sealed envelope (be sure to 
include your name and contact info) clearly marked 

1116 Matsqui Avenue on the outside to:

Bonnie Danyk, CAO / CFO
Village of Port Alice
1061 Marine Drive

Box 130, Port Alice BC, V0N 2N0

For Sale

www.northislandeagle.com      Facebook:  @northislandeagle

To have your business be part of 
our positive message call 250-949-0337 
or email publisher@northislandeagle.com

The North Island Eagle... 
because everyone needs 
some good news

2017 Rate Card
Full Page   
6 col (10.5 inches) x 10.5 inches............... $500 
(+GST)  
Half Page
6 col (10.5 inches) x 5.25 inches .............. $280 
(+GST)   
Quarter Page
3 col (5.167 inches) x 5.25 inches ............ $170 
(+GST)   
Eighth Page
(3 col (5.167 inches) x 2.12 inches 
or 2 col (3.3889) x 4 inches ...................... $100 
(+GST)   
$12.75 per column inch
Non-Business Word Classifieds - FREE
Deadline  — We Design Monday at 5 p.m. 
                      Camera Ready Tuesday at 12 (NOON)
To Book Your Ad:   Call Kathy O’Reilly at: 250-
949-0337
   or  email: publisher@northislandeagle.com

Single copy $1  Subscription $40 per year
Delivered Fridays.

www.northislandeagle.com

The

EAGLE
Your Locally-Owned Eye on ‘True North Island’ Life

2019 Rate Card

CareersBoats

5-ton 98 GMC, 24-foot 
box, roll up door, cab 
over, app. 150,000-
160,000 miles, 316 Cat 
engine, runs well, 6-speed, 
3,000lb liftgate, needs in-
spection. $16,500.

250-949-1807

Wanted

1961 Yamanaka Boat 
Works Built, 40’x 12’x 
5’6”, Total Refit, Vol-
vo MD96 Diesel Engine, 
Heads Forward & Aft, 
Diesel Stove in Aft Cabin 
& Diesel Fireplace Heater 
Forward. $45,000.

250-201-3732

1998 Jeep Cherokee, 
287k, 6 cyl, Aw4 auto-
matic transmission and 
4x4, new front brake pads, 
rotors, 4 new shocks, 2” 
lift, lockable storage box. 
$3,500.

250-230-6500

Campers

2011 21ft Trailblazer. 1 
slide out, 2 queen beds, 
3-piece bathroom, AC, 
TV and much more. Used 
very little. Well maintained 
& Clean. Excellent Condi-
tion. $17,000 OBO

250-284-3930

Household
NEW LiftMaster electric 
garage door opener, 8’-9” 
door, highest quality prod-
uct. 2 remotes, keypad and 
wifi capability. $400. 

250-230-0103

2017 Keystone Bullet 272 
BHS Trailer, Large slide 
out, entertainment centre, 
booth dinette, L-shaped 
kitchen counter with extra 
large sink, queen bed for-
ward with wardrobes on 
each side, double bed set 
of bunks and bathroom 
with tub/shower, toilet and 
sink. The undercarriage 
has been rebuilt with heavy 
duty axles, leaf springs, 
new bushings with grease 
nipples and four brand 
new tires. Located in Tele-
graph Cove. $27,500

250-949-1556

Furniture
1 large entertainment cen-
tre with oak finish and 
casters, very sturdy, made 
in Canada: $80; 1Maple or 
Birch rocking chair: $40; 
2 oak chairs, circa 1940: 
$100 for the pair or best 
offer; 1 Walnut gate-leg ta-
ble, circa 1940: $460 or 
best offer. 1 Mahogany cof-
fee table with brass wheels, 
circa 1940: $200 or best 
offer.          250-956-4977

2010 Adventure camper 
950 model, for long box 
truck, sleeps 5, shower, 
large fridge, happy Jack’s 
in new condition. Always 
storerd inside. Ready to go 
camping $21,000.

250-230-0909

Looking for a reliable 
housekeeper in the Port 
Hardy area.  Regular 
scheduled visits/cleaning, 
every 2 weeks.  Preferred 
if you have your own sup-
plies, but not critical. If in-
terested, please leave mes-
sage @ 250-949-8400

2017 Ford F350 SD XLT; 
Crew 4 WD; 6.7 Diesel; 
6’6” box; Capit Canopy; 47 
K km; Cariboo brown; ex-
cellent condition. $59,000 
OBO.

250-949-1556

Garage Sales

Trucks

2012 Aljo Camper, never 
been used for camping. 
$16,500 OBO.

250-288-3637

2015 Ram 1500 4x4 hemi 
low KMS 81,500.

250-902-2222

17.5’ Bayliner 175XT 
Wakeboard Edition, low 
hours, only been in fresh 
water. $9,500.

250-204-0987

Miscellaneous

Campers

2018 Campion 542 SC 
purchased in April of this 
year, brand new. 21 hrs 
on the 2018 Mercury 150 
HP outboard. Comes on a 
3100 EZ Loader trailer. 
$53,700

250-204-0987

EMPLOYMENTOPPORTUNITY
REGIONAL DISTRICT OF MOUNT WADDINGTON
CLERK/RECEPTIONIST-Casual/Vacation Relief

POSTING DATE: July 3, 2019

The Regional District of Mount Waddington (RDMW) is seeking an experienced
Clerk/Receptionist for casual/vacation relief.

Reporting to the Administrator, the Clerk/Receptionist provides reception and switchboard
services as well as clerical and secretarial support. The Clerk/Receptionist will work out of 
the Regional District office located at 2044 McNeill Road in Port McNeill.

The successful candidate will have a minimum of Grade 12 completion with proven 
experience in office skills and procedures, as well as demonstrated ability to provide 
excellent customer service. Applicants should have a high level of proficiency with MS 
Word, Excel, and Outlook. Other requirements include excellent written and verbal 
communication skills, the ability to multi-task and prioritize a varying workload with shifting 
priorities, and be detail oriented.

Please submit your cover letter and resume outlining qualifications and related experience 
by 4:00 pm Friday, July 18, 2019.

Greg Fletcher, Administrator
Regional District of Mount Waddington, Box 729, Port McNeill, BC, V0N 2R0
Fax: (250) 956-3232 or E-mail: info@rdmw.bc.ca

Visit our website at www.rdmw.bc.ca for a copy of this advertisement and to learn more 
about the Regional District of Mount Waddington.

Boat for sale, Motor needs 
a little bit of work. Boat in-
cludes: fishing gear, Hook 
4 depth sounder + Navion-
ics. $1,600.

250-230-4365

Looking for a housemate, 
Port Hardy, to share 
household chores and 
renos.

778-994-2500

Cars
2007 Mustang convert-
ible, 460 V-8, 5-speed, 
mint condition, like new, 
110,000 kms.

250-230-1064

2010 Subaru Outback 
limited 2.5 CVT, 127120 
km, have gotten 40mpg on 
the hwy. , leather electric 
heated front seats, 17 inch 
alloy wheels. GPS, sun-
roof, fog lights, hidden tow 
hitch, auto dimming mir-
ror with compass, cruise 
control, dual climate con-
trol, cruise control.Good 
condition inside and out.

250-902-3226

July 6th, 10am to 2pm, 
2120 Camosun Crescent. 
No early birds please.

Golf Cart, like new. All 
new tires, body, front end, 
glass, seats, comes with 
a full cover and heater. 
$3,000 firm.

250-230-1064

1994 Dodge Ram 250 
campervan, 5.2 v8, 4 
speed auto with overdrive, 
261516 km. 21mpg load-
ed on hwy. Fridge, 2 burn-
er stove, double sink, toi-
let and shower. 2 roof top 
solar panels with battery, , 
microwave. Aluminum box 
on back for extra storage.

250-902-3226

REDUCED! 2000 Ford 
150 pick-up, 4x4, 4.6L 
motor, new emergency 
brake kit, new brakes and 
rotors all wheels, 3 new 
tie-rod ends, new transfer 
case seal and flushed, two 
new front ABS sensors, 
recharged air condition-
er, two new front wheel 
bearings, new windshield, 
wheel alignment and all 
wheels balanced, new un-
dercoat paint, changed 
oil and filter, and lube. 
241,000k. Runs great! As 
is. $3,500

250-949-0118

NEW LiftMaster electric 
garage door opener, 8’-9” 
door, highest quality prod-
uct. 2 remotes, keypad and 
wifi capability. $400. 

250-230-0103

Cars

Household

REDUCED! 2010 Mitsubi-
shi Lancer, 170,000 kms, 
checked by mechanic. 
$5,500 OBO. John.

250-284-6634

TrucksHelp Wanted
Twoceans

Coal Harbour
Large, fully furnished, 
2 bedroom apartments 

Include fridge, stove, micro-
wave, washer, dryer, pots and 
pans, towels and bed linens, 
satellite TV channels.
Clean, quiet location. Singles, 
couples, or retireds live here.
$950 plus hydro/per mth with 

one year lease.
Available immediately.

Phone: 250.949.8855
www.twooceans.com

For Rent

2010 FORD RANGER 
4X4, Extended Cab, Great 
condition,  No rust, Air 
conditioning, Standard 5 
speed, 156, 000 kms, 4 
litre, Manual windows. 
$12,500

778-735 -1470

Mastercraft 10 gal. air 
compressor comes with 50 
foot industrial grade hose 
and fittings. $300.

250-902-4047

Tools

Pets

Tires
For Sale:  Four(4) slightly 
used Arctic Claw Winter 
TXi P215 75 R15 snow 
tires, with studs, on rims. 
$320.00 or best offer. 

250 956-4977

97 Ford Ranger Splash 
2 wheel drive 5 speed 
280000 km V6 engine win-
ter tires runs and drives 
good. $2,000. 

250-540-2067

Need to declutter? Your 
item here - Free!!

250-949-0337

Garage Sale
Garage Sale, 115 4th St., 
Sointula November 15th, 
11 a.m. - 4 p.m. and Sat-
urday November 16th, 
11:30 a.m. - 4pm.

Furniture for sale:
One (1) steel frame for a 
double bed: $30 or best 
offer.
One (1) large sofa bed 
with matching button-back 
chair; $300 or best offer.
One(1) Walnut gate-leg ta-
ble, circa 1940: $460 or 
best offer.
One (1) Mahogany coffee 
table with brass wheels, 
circa 1940: $200 or best 
offer.

250 956-4977

Trucks

Sporting Goods
Nordic Track, 4.0 tread-
mill, unused, unassembled 
and boxed $500.

250-949-2640

Ladies golf package, un-
used, complete with clubs, 
bag, cart, etc. $500.

250-949-2640

New dog kennel, up to 60 
pounds. Wheels, extended 
handle. Never used. $60.

250-230-4421

Looking for a reliable house-
keeper in the Port Hardy 
area.  Regular scheduled vis-
its/cleaning, every 2 weeks.  
Preferred if you have your 
own supplies, but not criti-
cal. 
If interested, please leave 
message @ 250-949-8400

Help Wanted

Honda eu2000 inverter, 
good condition. $800

250-949-0337

Sporting Goods

Ep2500 Honda genset.  
Runs good, nice conditon. 
$650.

250 230 1173

1999 GMC Sierra SLE 
Z71, Automatic, 4x4, ex-
tended cab (with a third 
door), 5.3 litre V8.  Power 
everything, bed liner, can-
opy, CD player. BC truck, 
never towed anything. 
327xxx kms. Good shape, 
everything works and 
needs nothing.  $5,100 
OBO

778-678-8377

CROSSWORD

To Adver�se in The Eagle call 250-949-0337 
or email publisher@northislandeagle.com

Reach almost 3,100 North Island Homes & Businesses!

LUND WC-14 boat c/w 9.9 
Johnson motor, trailer, seats, 
oars, rod holders, NAV lights 
and more. Asking $7800.00.

 250-956-3300 Services

Washing machine, GE 
commercial grade, with all 
original paperwork. In very 
good condition. $350.

 250-949-8655
leave message

14-foot Glastron fibreglass 
boat, seats four, 40hp Suzu-
ki, 40hp trolling motor, four 
life jackets, downriggers, 
hand-held marine radio and 
more. $5,000.

 250-281-2281

Generator, Firman 3650 
watt, never been used, 
$800 OBO.

250-949-6292

Surf Scoters are “molt migrants,” meaning that after nesting, adults fly to an area 
where they can molt their flight feathers during which they become temporarily 
flightless. During spring migration, they congregate in massive numbers to feed on 
herring spawn. Adult males have a distinct velvety black plumage with two white 
patches—one on the forehead and one on the nape—resembling a skunk’s markings. 
They are heavy birds that need to run along the surface of the water while flapping 
vigorously to get airborne, often creating a “whoop whoop” sound. Photo by Robin 
Quirk, Robin’s Eye Photography. If you have a photo you would like to share with 
our readers please email publisher@northislandeagle.com.
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This week’s Reflection sponsored by ...

A view of the Coastal Mountains from Alert Bay. Photo Kim Silvey. If you have a 
photograph you would like to share with our readers, please email it to publisher@
northislandeagle.com.

Woss Camp was established 
in about 1948 when Canadi-
an Forest Products Ltd. ex-
panded its logging rights into 
the Nimpkish Valley, and 
constructed an extension of 
the Englewood railway. Un-
til the 1960s, the main way 
to access Woss was by rail. 
Families in the many logging 
camps along the Englewood 
Line would travel by rail for 

school, shopping, and social 
events. 
In the late 1980s and ear-

ly 1990s, tourists were able 
to take the historic train for 
rides around the valley. 
“Gas 0-4-0, Canadian For-

est Products No. 97; used as 
auxiliary engine to transport 
children to school at Woss 
Lake.”
(Photo of the Week provided 

by Brenda McCorquodale, 
North Island historian. See 
more of her work at http://
undiscoveredcoast.blogspot.
ca/  or email her at storeys-
beach@gmail.com.  The 
Undiscovered Coast Face-
book Page has close to 2000 
likes. If you would like to see 
more historical photos of the 
North Island help them get to 
2000 by liking their page!)

Train transported kids to school
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This week’s Reflection sponsored by ...

At A&W, we're on a journey to 
source simple, great-tasting 

ingredients, farmed with care. 

8950 Granville St, Port Hardy
Hours: 6 a.m. to 10 p.m. 7 days a week!

Phone: (250) 949-2345

Great products 
at low prices!

8950 Granville St, Port Hardy
Open Monday-Saturday 9:30 a.m.-6 p.m.

Sundays 11 a.m. to 6 p.m.
Phone: (250) 902-0488

ASunrise in Alert Bay towards Kelsey Bay. Photo by Kim Silvey. If you have a 
photograph you would like to share with our readers, please email it to publisher@
northislandeagle.com.

North Island Reflections

Prior to the construction of a highway sys-
tem, the Union Steamships were the prima-
ry transportation vehicle into and out of the 
North Island. 
The original community of Port Hardy was 

constructed on the opposite side of the Bay to 
where it now stands. 
The community had problems with the rocky 

land and a poor location for a wharf. On more 
than one occasion the wharf was damaged 
such that it could not be used, and townspeo-
ple had to row out to meet the steamships. 
By the mid 1920s many residents moved 

across the bay to form a new community 

which was called Hardy Bay. 
No one told the post office that there was a 

new community, and mail that was addressed 
to ‘Port Hardy’ was re-routed to residents in 
Hardy Bay. 
Eventually the post office moved as well and 

the new community took over the name Port 
Hardy. 
City of Vancouver Archives CVA 586-584.
(Photo of the Week provided by Brenda 

McCorquodale, North Island historian. See 
more of her work at http://undiscoveredcoast.
blogspot.ca/  or email her at storeysbeach@
gmail.com.

Once Upon a Time ...

Approaching 
Hardy Bay in 1941

www.northislandeagle.com      Facebook:  @northislandeagle

To have your business be part of 
our positive message call 250-949-0337 
or email publisher@northislandeagle.com
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This week’s Reflection sponsored by ...

At A&W, we're on a journey to 
source simple, great-tasting 

ingredients, farmed with care. 

8950 Granville St, Port Hardy
Hours: 6 a.m. to 10 p.m. 7 days a week!

Phone: (250) 949-2345

Great products 
at low prices!

8950 Granville St, Port Hardy
Open Monday-Saturday 9:30 a.m.-6 p.m.

Sundays 11 a.m. to 6 p.m.
Phone: (250) 902-0488

ASunrise in Alert Bay towards Kelsey Bay. Photo by Kim Silvey. If you have a 
photograph you would like to share with our readers, please email it to publisher@
northislandeagle.com.

North Island Reflections

Prior to the construction of a highway sys-
tem, the Union Steamships were the prima-
ry transportation vehicle into and out of the 
North Island. 
The original community of Port Hardy was 

constructed on the opposite side of the Bay to 
where it now stands. 
The community had problems with the rocky 

land and a poor location for a wharf. On more 
than one occasion the wharf was damaged 
such that it could not be used, and townspeo-
ple had to row out to meet the steamships. 
By the mid 1920s many residents moved 

across the bay to form a new community 

which was called Hardy Bay. 
No one told the post office that there was a 

new community, and mail that was addressed 
to ‘Port Hardy’ was re-routed to residents in 
Hardy Bay. 
Eventually the post office moved as well and 
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Claire Trevena 
Member of the Legislative Assembly, North Island

Claire.Trevena.mla@leg.bc.ca
250.949.9473 or 866.387.5100

Hon. Claire Trevena, MLA, North Island
Phone: 250-949-9473 or 866-387-5100

Email: Claire.trevena.mla@leg.bc.ca

This week’s Reflection sponsored by ...

Local 3D printing in Port 
McNeill.

 403-620-0033

Services
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FEATURE HOMES OF THE WEEK

Royal LePage Advance Realty
4-7035 Market Street, Port Hardy, BC

250-949-7231

801 Nimpkish Heights Road, Hyde Creek   $989,000     MLS® #1022167

Huge price reduction!

Melanie McRann
Cell: 778-886-5219

Johan Olsen
Cell: 250-209-9667

Ronnie (Veronica) Sam
Cell: 250-527-0036

Sandra Masales
Cell: 250-902-9271

Sold this Week: 38 Clark Drive, Port Alice - 2141 Camosun Crescent, Port McNeill
To view all our listings go to porthardyrealestate.net

7312 Pine Drive, Port Hardy    $364,000     MLS® # 1026691

This three-level townhouse offers 3 bedrooms plus 2 additional dens. The open-concept 
main floor connects the kitchen, dining, and living areas. The layout includes 2 bathrooms 
and a finished basement with second living area, media room, or cozy hangout zone. Out-
side enjoy a covered back porch, fully fenced backyard. A detached single-car garage pro-
vides secure parking and storage. Recent upgrades include a heat pump and updated light-
ing. This property offers space for families, professionals, or a perfect investment property.

Want a ton of space for your family or for a home based business? This home and prop-
erty has everything you could want. For the family, currently set up as a 5 bed plus den, 2 
bath home. For a business, this was previously set up for a gallery with tiled heated floor 
and  29 skylights. The potential for B&B or hobby farm is great as there are areas that 
could be closed off from the main house. The 2.15 acreage is covered with rhodos and 
other perennials, fruit trees, berries, greenhouse and raised beds with herbs and veggies.

Are you thinking of selling? Now is the time!
If you are considering selling your home, now is the perfect time to make your move.

With a significant shortage of homes on the market, your property could be in high demand, potentially 
leading to a quicker sale and competitive offers.

Buyers are actively searching and with fewer homes available, your listing could stand out more than ever.

Take advantage of this opportunity to maximize your return and work with one of our Realtors ® to 
navigate the process smoothly.

Don’t wait! The market is calling for homes like yours!


