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60th celebrations kick off at Spring Festival

By Kathy O’Reilly

Port Hardy kicks off its 60th
birthday celebrations April 18
at the annual Spring Festival
on the dry floor at the arena.

The event will feature a sen-
sory friendly opening from 10
am.to 11 a.m. with the gener-
al public invited to attend from
1l am.to2 p.m.

The Spring Festival will in-
clude market vendors, deli-
cious cuisine and tasty treats,

y 1sland Par
Y\g’fﬂrtisans,lxlaﬁg’?
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2026 Market Schedule

April 11 - Port McNeill Lions Hall

Port McNeill - IGA Plaza
* May 2 « May 16 « May 30 « June 13 « June 27
e July 11 « July 25 * Aug. 8 < Aug. 22
» Sept. 5« Sept. 19
Port Hardy - Carrot Park

* June 14 < June 28 « July 12 « July 26 * Aug. 9
* Aug. 23 * Sept. 20

Port McNeill Markets
Saturdays - 10 a.m.-1 p.m.

Port Hardy Markets

Bingo and give kids the op-
portunity to run wild in a Kids
Zone packed with bouncy cas-
tles, games, plasma cars, Lego
competition and more.

Admission to the event is free
and sponsored by Engie and
Mowi. At the event, residents
are encouraged to stop by Port
Hardy’s 60th Birthday Booth
to see everything the district
has planned to celebrate this
milestone.

"/” )

Sundays - 11 a.m.-2 p.m.

‘AWAT'SI
ONSTRUCTION
OMPANY

An official Facebook page -
Celebrating 60 Years of Port
Hardy - has
also  been
launched
to keep
t h e
com-
muni-
ty in-
formed
about all
birthday
celebra-
tions.

Belen
Becker has been
hired as the Event Coordi-
nator to organize celebrations.

As part of those celebrations,
the district is creating a Port
Hardy Timeline Project to
showcase the photos, stories,
and memories that make our
community special. Share
photos and stories at https://
www.surveymonkey.com/r/
G22M296

The district is also hosting a
Youth Button Design Contest
inviting creative minds ages
5-18 to design a commemora-
tive button for the 60th Anni-
versary celebrations.

Submit your designs to
https://www.surveymonkey.
com/r/GQ263GC

ESIGN BUILD
ONSTRUCTION

ONSTRUCTION MANAGEMENT SERVICES

ENERAL CONTRACTOR

IVIL CONSTRUCTION

REFABRICATION & MODULAR SERVICES

MERGENCY RESPONSE
ESIGN BUILD SERVICES

Port

as a district municipality on
May 5, 1966. Port Hardy was
named for Vice-Admiral

Sir Thomas Master-
man Hardy, who
served aboard
Admiral Hora-

tio  Nelson’s
flagship, the

H M S
L . Victory,
IO in the
. N4 Battle
. = of Tr
YEARS afalgar.

1966 - 2026 JEIEI
earliest
non-na-

tive settlement in the area was
in the 1850s.

The current location of Port
Hardy was settled at the turn
of the century when Alec and
Sarah Lyon operated a store
and post office on the east side
of Hardy Bay. A 1912 land
deal promoted by the Hardy
Bay Land Co., put the area on
the map and increased its pop-
ulation.

By 1914, 12 families had
settled, built a school, saw-
mill, church and hotel. There
was limited access to the
community until the logging
road connecting Port Hardy to
Campbell River was paved in
December of 1979.

David Neal, PMP PMI Membe
Construction Manager

P: (250) 230.6990
Davidn@kawatsiconstruction.ca

Photo — Kathy O’Reilly
Easter Eggs
The Jack and Sue Walkus family hosted an Easter Egg
Hunt April 5 at the Tsulquate Memorial Park on the
Gwa’sala-’Nakwaxda’xw Nation.

Hazardous waste
day approved

By Kathy O’Reilly

The Regional District of Mount Waddington is proposing an
annual Residential Hazardous Waste Collection Day at the 7
Mile Landfill at a yet to be determined date.

“I'have absolutely no problem with this but based on the amount
of garbage that goes into the bush, is there any appetite to have
an annual residential waste collection day of anything free of
charge,” asked Port Hardy Mayor Pat Corbett-Labatt at the Re-
gional District of Mount Waddington monthly board meeting
March 17.

“If an individual knew this was going to be a free tipping day,
they could just take whatever they want” and “not just limit it to
the hazardous waste collection,” Corbett-Labatt said.

The federal government defines hazardous waste as waste that,
due to its nature or quantity, may pose a risk to human health and
the environment and therefore requires special disposal methods
to eliminate or reduce the hazard. These types of waste cannot be
disposed of in landfills, sanitary sewers, or storm-water systems.
Examples include acids, contaminated oils, household cleaners,
pesticides, fertilizers, poisons, and detergents.

The program will help ensure hazardous materials are handled
safely and disposed of using proper treatment methods, reduc-
ing environmental risks. The two motions were approved by the
board with the agreement collection days be kept separate.
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Hope Air provides help
for those in financial need

By Kathy O’Reilly

“It’s one thing to know this
charity exists, another thing
to know that we’re actually
boots on the ground,” said
Hope Air Regional Manager,
Partnerships and Commu-
nication Tammy Tait at the
regular meeting of Port Har-
dy council March 24.

Hope Air is Canada’s only
national charity.

“We provide travel and ac-
commodation for Canadians
in financial need. Universal
Healthcare is a point of pride
in Canada, unfortunately,
we all know access to health
care isn’t always equal,” Tait
said. “Our vision is a world
in which every Canadian
has access to health care
that they need, regardless of
the distance, and the cost of
travel.”

Port Hardy is fortunate be-
cause Hope Air has a volun-
teer pilot who can cover this
area. Pacific Coastal Airlines
is located here as well.

There are two Hope Air
Travel programs available —
Cancer Travel Support fund-
ed fully by the BC Ministry
of Health and General Travel
Support funded in part by the
Provincial Health Services
Authority (PHSA) with the
rest of the funding coming
from Hope Air donors and
partners that support all other
health conditions.

Hope Air’s travel program
includes an escort ticket
when medically required.

Hope Air currently services
230 communities in British
Columbia.

In BC in 2025, Hope Air
made 22,095 travel arrange-
ments, including 9,334
flights, resulting in a 42 per
cent reduction in missed ap-
pointments.

“I think it’s a fantastic pro-
gram and I totally support
it,” said Councillor John Tid-
bury.

In 2024, Hope Air did 380
travel arrangements and in

because if you have to go to
Vancouver, it doesn’t matter
that we pay for (the) $1,000
flight because the hotel room
is $500,” said Tait of the dis-
crepancy in numbers.

“We’re working on that
and we’re hoping that with
the advocacy we will see it
come back. Other than that,
I don’t know why” the num-
bers have dropped so signifi-
cantly.

“I have talked to people in
the community that have
used Hope Air to get to Van-
couver for treatment, and
they have said it’s been their
lifesaver,” said Mayor Pat

— Ay

Hope Air’s Tammy Tait
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g
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A Welcome Treat

spoke about the charity’s
work at the regular meet-
ing of Port Hardy council
March 24.

2025, 53 in Port Hardy.

“One of the things I had
looked at was that perhaps
taking the accommodation
piece out was quite a detri-
ment to people travelling,

Corbett-Labatt.

To raise awareness about
the service, Tait left behind
brochures at the district of-
fice and with Tidbury, who
is a member of the Port Har-
dy Lions Club, and also put
some posters up at the Port
Hardy Airport.

For more information about
booking visit homeair.ca.

Northern Bliss owner Savannah Hobson and staff were busy offering free hand mas-
sages at the Community Connection Fair for seniors and elders held April 1 at the Port

Hardy Civic Centre.

North Eslane
Sececly Saturcay

Bring seeds or plants you'd like to share or
choose something new to grow.

When o

April 11, 2026
o

Mam-2pm

St. Columba Church,
Port Hardy

G
o

¢ Door Prizes

s Kids Activities

* Vendors Welcome (contact Myra
250-949-9941 to register)

Our April
giveaway!
(With $50 purchase)

Lake Day Loot!
Close to shore inflatable life jacket
that s ideal for activities such as

paddle boarding or kayaking,
aMacandale’s T-shirt and a bright

red Carhartt cap.

$300 value!

Draw April 30!

www.macandales.com

8640 Wollason Street, Port Hardy
250-949-8442 macandales.com

MACANDALE'S

Servin@ the Coast since 1978
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Celebrating “True North Island’ Life

The North Island Eagle is published each Friday in Port Hardy, British Columbia, Canada, as a sole
proprietorship located at Box 2167, Port Hardy, BC, VON 2P0. The content of The Eagle is copyright
and reproduction without the proper written consent is strictly prohibited.

— Our beautiful First Nation’s eagle (kwikw) courtesy Nakwaxda’xw artist Davis Henderson

Cover eagle photo James O’Reilly

L PO L Kathy O'Reilly - -
To advertise us: @ y y ¥ .
Call: 250-949-0337 ' Owner/Publisher Photography/Ad Design
Email publisher@northislandeagle.com
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Young chefs rise in Spring break workshop

—

This past spring break, the
kitchen at Nimpkish Restau-
rant was filled with more
than just the aroma of fresh
dough and simmering fillings
— it was filled with laughter,
curiosity, and the energy of
young hands learning some-
thing meaningful.

Chef Pemba Bhatia opened
her kitchen doors to a group
of local children for a hands-
on cooking workshop de-
signed to teach both skill
and understanding. Over
the course of the day, the
young participants rolled,

folded, and shaped their way

through a menu that reflected
both culture and creativity.
The children learned how
to pleat traditional Hima-
layan momos, carefully fold
spring rolls, and make pizza
from scratch. But beyond
the hands-on work, they
were also introduced to the
science behind cooking -
learning how yeast works,
how dough rises, and how
simple ingredients transform
through heat and time.
Inside the working kitchen,
flour-covered tables became
classrooms. Small hands
pressed dough into shape,

while others carefully filled
and rolled spring rolls with
focused determination.

At the stove, steaming pots
introduced them to the mag-
ic of cooking - turning basic
ingredients into something
they could proudly serve.

After hours of preparation,
the young chefs sat down
together in the dining room
overlooking the ocean—
sharing a meal they had cre-
ated themselves. For many,
it was their first time experi-
encing food from start to fin-
ish. “This is more than just
cooking,” said Chef Pemba.
“It’s about confidence, com-
munity, and showing these
kids that they can create
something with their own
hands.”

The workshop also carried
a deeper purpose. With the
support of the community,
the event raised $635 that
was donated to the Whe-La-
La-U youth program, chosen
by the participants them-
selves, giving the young
chefs a meaningful way to
give back.

Each child left with more
than just a full stomach.
They earned a certificate
recognizing their efforts, but
more importantly, they car-
ried home new skills, new
confidence, and a deeper un-
derstanding of food.

In a small coastal com-

munity like Alert Bay,
moments like this matter
because sometimes, the

most important thing you
can teach a child is not just
how to cook — but how to
understand, create, and be-
lieve they can.

Photos — Pemba Bhatia

Nimpkish Restaurant Chef Pemba Bhatia, bottom left with Zadam Bayle, opened her
kitchen doors to a group of local children for a hands-on cooking workshop over Spring
break. Participants learned skills and were presented with a certificate of achievement.

Electrical Services LTD

FRS #: 000236055
Contractor Licence #: LEL0208438

¢ Residential * Commercial ¢ Silver Label
inspections for Mobile Homes
Since 2019 in Port McNeill

(250) 902-8072

héelectrical@gmail.com
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Gypsy Jazz music makes way to Port Hardy

Christine and group have
toured the world for 20 years
now. Pioneers and precur-
sors of the Gypsy wave that
swept across Québec, this
quartet continues to reinvent
this Gypsy Jazz music while
adding new ideas and influ-
ences with originality and
flair. From standards to orig-
inal compositions, their mu-
sical arrangements innovate,

NORTH ISLAND

refresh and show unbridled
creativity from four talented
musicians. Christine Tassan
et les Imposteures have man-
aged to win the esteem and
loyalty of an ever-growing
audience. True pioneers in a
field usually reserved for men
and forerunners of the Gyp-
sy Jazz wave that swept over
Quebec, these four musicians
reinvent, with their character-

Single Medical Issue
No opioid prescriptions
Do not need to be a patient at NICHC

Walk-Ins Welcome

Scan to book your appointment

CENTRE

A COMMUNITY HEALTH C

istic singularity, a music that,
far from being frozen in time,
adapts instead to all sorts of
new ideas. From covers to
original compositions, Les
Imposteures’  arrangements
innovate, refresh, and give
free rein to the unbridled cre-
ativity of four seasoned musi-
cians.

The group’s reputation pre-
cedes them, with seven al-
bums to their credit and over
700 performances in concert
halls and festivals, including
numerous tours in Québec,
Canada, Europe, the United
States, and China. Christine
Tassan et les Imposteures
have performed at the Mon-
treal International Jazz Fes-
tival, the Django Reinhardt
Festival in Samois-sur-Seine
(France), the Django Festival
in Liberchies (Belgium), and
the North-West Django Fest
(USA). Their album “Entre
Félix et Django” received the
Opus Award for Jazz Album
of the Year in 2017 and was
nominated for Show of the
Year in 2018. Since 2020, the
group has presented a special
holiday show called “Django
Belles,” which has become an
annual tradition.

The musicians are:

Christine Tassan - Solo Gui-
tarist - Singer, composer, ar-
ranger. Musical director and
unifying force of the group.

At the helm of Les Impos-
teures since their inception,
and after more than 20 years

of a successful career as a gui-
tarist, Tassan is now a leading
figure in Gypsy jazz. A proud
ambassador of the genre, she
is also one of its few female
soloists. An excellent com-
poser, a refined melodist, an
exceptional improviser, and

NEW OWNERS | NEW PRODUCT | NEW SERVICES | NEW HOURS

SUNDAY

MONDAY 10AM -5PM
TUESDAY CLOSED

10AM - 4PM WED. & THURS. 10AM - 5SPM
FRIDAY 10AM - 6PM
SATURDAY 10AM - 6PM

a sensitive singer, she navi-
gates her career with finesse,
brilliance, confidence, and an
absolutely contagious dyna-
mism.

Martine Gaumond — Violin-
ist, singer, arranger. A remark-
able violinist, Gaumond is a

Photo — 7 Sbmitted

The North Island Concert Society presents Gypsy Jazz with Christine Tassan TASSAN
et les Imposteures on Sunday, April 19 at the Port Hardy Civic Centre.

virtuoso musician who capti-
vates both violin and audience
with equal intensity. An ex-
cellent improviser, she wields
the bow with disarming ease,
paving the way for the most
beautiful lyrical flights.
Continued on Page 7
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As winter’s steel-blue sky

Black—bellzed PlOU@?’S make 16, 000km annual journey

loosens and sunlight begins
to warm, avian life emerges
along the shores of Vancouver
Island’s Hardy Bay. In a gentle
and magical transformation,
coastal ecosystems awaken
in a riot of shorebird activity.
As Salmon and Thimbleber-
ries blossom and spawning
herring flood shoals and bays,
large flocks of opportunistic
gulls, diving, and migratory
birds gather. The chatter of
migrating flocks’ serenades
shorelines as the small nimble
fliers forage on a tidal flat of
renewed emerald and brown
seaweed. Secreted amongst
barnacle encrusted rock and
gravel are visitors from distant
lands, some from other conti-
nents... April is a time of cel-
ebration and revitalization for
thousands upon thousands of
migrating birds traveling the
Pacific Flyway on their way to
Arctic nesting grounds. One of
our favourite transient visitors
is the handsome Black-bellied
Plover, the largest of the plover
species. Shorebirds form one of
the most fascinating and spec-
tacular groups of birds in the
Pacific Northwest, comprised
of a diverse species including:
plovers, Oyster-catchers, Avo-
cets, Stilts, Turnstones, Sand-
pipers, Yellow-legs, Snipes,
Godwits, Curlews, and others.
Yet these small seashore visi-
tors, especially the sandpipers,
appear confusingly similar;
while at the same time have
wonderful variations on de-
sign: short or long legs, long

or stubby bills, multi-coloured
wings, and a variety of stream-
lined body features. Features
offering clues to the Darwin
lifestyle for which these birds
have evolved over millennia. ..
long legs for wading in water,
mudflats, or marshes, long bills
for searching for tiny animal
and insect prey by probing into
Arctic tundra or short bills to
probe a variety of marine and
lake substrate. Wing structure
and streamlined bodies facil-
itate energy efficient flights
over thousands of kilometres in
distance. Nature is a marvel of
adaptation.

This time of year always
brings excitement to Chris
and I... we look forward to
the sight of migrating flocks in
Vancouver Island’s coastal es-
tuaries. They arrive in perfectly
synchronized groups ranging
from just a few dozen to sev-
eral hundred birds in a chorus
of squeaks, trills, and whistles
as they select a spot to land and
feed.

Estuary stopovers are crucial
for migrating birds traveling

the Pacific Flyway, especially
stopovers harbouring safe for-
aging of nutrient-rich inter-tid-
al biofilms. North Island’s pure
biomass is rich in fatty acids,
a “super food” that helps the
birds quickly restore energy re-
serves to continue their journey
to northern nesting grounds.
One of the first and most strik-
ing arrivals is the Black-bellied
Plover, also known as a Grey
Plover. Males are dressed in
elegant breeding plumage re-
sembling a tuxedo. Outside of
the breeding season both males
and females look quite plain,
displaying gray-brown feath-
ers on the wings and back with
white bellies, making sexes
nearly indistinguishable.
Springtime beaches are lively
and social, with friendly shore-
bird interactions, chatting with
each other in stark contrast to
behaviour in the Arctic Tun-
dra nesting locations. Breeding
ground behaviour is more-over
in solitary pairs, when plovers
become highly territorial. We
are indeed fortunate on the
North Coast to witness great

Gypsy Jazz performance

on the double bass. A graduate of Cégep de

Continued from Page 6

She also skillfully utilizes her talents as a
chorister and arranger, weaving subtle vocal
harmonies that are the essence of the ensem-
Guitarist, singer, arranger.
A solid rhythm and lead guitarist, Jeff is a jazz
specialist. He accompanies several Montreal
ensembles, bringing his personal touch to the
compositions and arrangements. He infuses
the group with energy, passion, and diverse
musical influences, including Bulgarian folk

ble. Jeff Moseley —

music and swing.
David Meunier-Roy -

Double bassist, singer,
arranger A seasoned musician, David excels

Sherbrooke and the University of Montreal in
Jazz, he blends jazz, rock, pop, folk, and funk.
He has performed in Québec, Ontario, and
around the world on cruise ships. He effort-
lessly provides the rhythmic foundation for the
group while also contributing some inspired
solos, fueled by his passion and energy.

The performance is at 7 p.m. on Sunday,
April 19,2026 at the Port Hardy Civic Centre.
Tickets are available at Café Guido, Essentials

Refillery, and from Gail Neely in Port Alice.

0452.

For further information please phone 250-956-

A male Black-bellied Plover in breeding plumage.

groups of like birds mixed
together as happy feathered
friends sharing choice feed-
ing spots. On Arctic arrival,
flocks of Black-bellied Plovers
become independent choos-
ing well-separated individual
nesting territories they will
defend. Unlike colony nest-
ers such as certain Sandpiper
and Sanderlings, Black-bellied
Plovers maintain only one or
two nesting pairs per square
kilometre.  Interesting  eh!
Males are especially vigilant,
guarding rearing sites from
other plovers and shorebirds.
This solitary behaviour during
breeding is in stark contrast to
large social groups foraging to-
gether during migration as we
see along the coast, highlight-
ing the remarkable instinctual
biorhythms of these elegantly
dressed travellers!

I first became acquainted
with Black-bellied Plover as a
young fella hiking Arctic tun-
dra and was thrilled to renew
my acquaintance in Port Har-
dy. Weighing in at about 160
to 270 grams it is larger than
most other plovers, at 27 to
30 centimetres in length, with
a wingspan reaching up to 60
plus centimetres.

Standing alert and regally on
coastal emerald seaweed, or on

alichen covered tundra boulder
this bird commands attention!

In spring, males don a unique
unmistakable breeding plum-
age: a contrast of jet-black
belly, face, and chest, framed
by a white crown and nape.
The upper parts are intricately
speckled with silver and black,
shimmer in shards of sunshine
across the seashore.

In non-breeding seasons,
both males’ and females’ attire
softens to mottled greys and
whites, hence the alternative
name Grey Plover. Here in
Hardy Bay male Black-bel-
lied Plover’s contrasting co-
lours are a remarkable sight
for any observer. The 16,000
km annual journey of the
Black-bellied Plover is truly
one of the world’s great mi-
grations. Though not as long
as the ultra-marathoners, such
as the Arctic Tern, Shearwater,
or Bar-tailed Godwit, it is still
an amazing feat of endurance.
It ranks among the top avian
long-distance athletes due to its
nearly worldwide distribution
and ability to perform massive
non-stop flights!

Some Black-bellied Plovers
traverse nearly 4,000 kilome-
tres in a single, ceaseless flight,
crossing open Pacific waters
and mountainous terrain, push-

Photo — Christine Patterson

ing onwards with the certainty
of the Fraser River’s salmon
runs or the predictable April
rainforest rains.

After a short refuelling stop in
Hardy Bay, plovers will again
take flight driven to reproduce
in remote reaches across wind-
swept open tundra landscapes
where standing water above
permafrost is filled with nu-
trient rich insect biomass. In
a landscape of pastel greens,
greys, and blues, plovers are
well camouflaged from pred-
ators when nested in shallow
scrapes among moss and li-
chen.

They will raise two or three
young in a world seemingly
barren but in reality, is steeped
in bountiful micro foods neces-
sary to build body energy stores
for the fall journey to wintering
grounds. The tundra biomass
provides hatchlings with a ter-
rific start on life that can stretch
fifteen to twenty years.

The chicks, precocial and
camouflaged amid the low
tundra vegetation, grow quick-
ly in the twenty-four hours of
sunshine. Remarkably, plo-
ver chicks are able to forage
for food by themselves with-
in twelve hours of hatching!
Amazing eh!

Continued on Page 8
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Plovers a barometer of coastal well- bemg

Continued from Page 7

Both parents guide the chicks
to food sources and protect
them from predators for the
first few weeks, though the
female usually leaves the site
after about two weeks, leaving
the male to finish raising them
until they fledge at roughly
3545 days. All the while pre-
paring for the arduous southern
flight as the Arctic summer
wanes.

If the Black-bellied Plover
inspires awe with its plumage,
its migration is nothing short
of a marvel. Each spring and
autumn, these birds have been
known to traverse immense
distances up to 16,000 kilo-
metres annually, linking the
high Arctic with temperate and
tropical coasts of the Americas,
Africa, and Australia!

Black-bellied Plovers travel
at an average speed of 60 to 70
km/h, often flying through the
night guided by stars and the
earth’s magnetic field. It is not
uncommon for a single journey
segment to take upwards of 48
hours of continuous flight high-
lighting the bird’s remarkable
tenacity and endurance!

Their ability to sustain long
flights is a product of evolu-
tionary adaptation of strong,
broad wings, efficient energy
storage, and meticulous in-
stinctual preparation. Before
embarking on migration, plo-
vers spend days intensively
feeding to augment fat reserves
essential to marathon flying ef-
forts.

The tidal flats of Hardy Bay,
with their exposed mud, barna-
cled rocks, and an ever-chang-
ing mat of green and brown
seaweeds, are a veritable buffet

GUTTER

SOLUTIONS

for many visiting shore birds.
The bay offers a diet that is
varied and opportunistic, re-
flecting both the abundance of
the season and energy needs
for flight endurance. Here, plo-
vers can be spotted probing the
mud or sand with sturdy black
bills, vigorously searching for
marine worms, small crusta-
ceans, insects, and mollusks.
Their sharp vision allows them
to spot tiny movement amongst
the rocks and gravel, seizing
upon small crabs and crusta-
ceans darting across the wet
surface.

Before migrating, these plo-
vers enter a state called “hyper-
phagia,” where they consume
large amounts of food to build
up fat reserves. They will gain
as much as one-third to one-
half of their body weight in fat,
as their primary high-density
fuel for the journey.

For birdwatchers and nature
enthusiasts, Hardy Bay is a site
of camera pilgrimage, and the
appearance of the Black-bel-
lied Plover is a highlight for
many photographers. To ob-
serve a plover is to engage
all the senses: the salt air, the
crunch of boots on wet sand
and clam shells, the raucous
cries of gulls, and the quiet-
er more musical notes of the
plovers themselves. There is a
meditative quality to the prac-
tice; waiting quietly as the tide
recedes, scanning the expanse
for a flicker of movement, hop-
ing for an electrifying appear-
ance of a plover’s black belly
shining against damp seaweed.
The pleasure is not merely in
the visual spectacle of wild
beauty; it is a connection to a
broader ecological web. Each

sighting is a link to distant Arc-
tic tundras, to cycles of life,
and migration patterns span-
ning continents! Observing the
Black-bellied Plover is to see
nature’s inter-connectivity and
beauty.

Black Bellied Plovers only
grace Hardy Bay’s waterfront
briefly, but a sighting can have
lasting impact in those fortu-
nate to see one. Residents who
live alongside among the tidal
flats and rocky headlands of
northern Vancouver Island, the
Black-bellied Plover is more
than a seasonal visitor. In the
glory of sunrise or the golden
light of late afternoon, the sight
of a plover foraging amongst
seaweed or flashing its mono-
chrome wings is a promise of
hope, continuity, and wonder
throughout the British Colum-
bia’s coastal habitat.

The plover species stands as
a sturdy barometer of British
Columbia’s wild coastal well-
being! The bird’s health is as
delicate as the Pacific seashore
itself. As the bay transitions
from the damp winter silence
to the vibrant awakenings of
spring the Black-bellied Plo-
ver’s arrival is a living paral-
lel to the land’s own seasonal
rebirth, and part of Mother
Nature’s cyclical change. The
Black-bellied Plover’s epic mi-
gratory drive mirrors the call-
ing drama of barren lands Car-
ibou, Grey Whales, Monarch
Butterflies, and even Chinook
Salmon who are renowned
for migratory record-breaking
distances of up to 4,800 km
total to reach their spawning
grounds. After stopping in Har-
dy Bay’s living tidal spawn and
seaweeds, the plover will heed

sServices
Professional installations

Gutter and eavestrough installation

A female Black-bellied Plover in Hardy Bay.

a primeval call northward to
a midnight sun with the same
vigour as Salmon racing up
warming coastal rivers in the
fall. Their presence among the
shifting sands, clamshells, and
seaweeds of Hardy Bay as
short and brilliant as plum tree
blossoms.

Safeguarding the Black-bel-
lied Plover and other intercon-
tinental migrants along North
Vancouver Island’s tidal flats
is paramount. Their survival
hinges on a delicate web of
timing and resource manage-
ment directed towards pol-
lution control and ecological
conservation along the migra-
tory routes. Maintenance of a
nutrient rich biofilm in the lush
estuaries and mudflats of Har-

Downspout cleanouts

Leaf gutter guards * Gutter cleaning

Soft wash siding, soffit, and exterior
gutter cleaning * Exterior windows

dy Bay is essential to avian vis-
itor health having far reaching
consequences. Yet, our local
wetlands, estuaries, and wild
coastlines, are under constant
environmental and political
pressures. Development, in-
dustrial and domestic pollu-
tion, oil spills, recreational use,
careless pet owners, all threat-
en spaces that not only nurture
wildlife but also support local
communities, fishing, and cul-
tural traditions. Wetlands are
among the most bountiful yet
most fragile of ecosystems on
the planet. They are observa-
tories vital for people of all
cultures and plovers alike and
must be protected. The health
of the shorebird flocks weav-
ing through North Vancouver

Photo — Chrlstlne Patterson

Island coastal fiords is a living
barometer of global environ-
mental well-being.

To observe and protect these
wonderful birds is not simply
an act of appreciation, but a
necessity for humanity itself.
Avian health is a window that
offers immediate insight into
the state of our natural world.
And, as the Black-bellied Plo-
ver’s epic journeys remind us,
the stewardship of estuaries is
a practice linking coastal com-
munities, distant tundras, and
southern continents together in
a common purpose; ultimately
tending to the vibrancy of our
small visitors is tending to our
own wellbeing.

Safe Travels,

Gord

250-230-4705

250-230-4719

G7guttersolutions@gmail.com

Based in Port McNeill

Serving the entire North Island
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Photo — Naomi Heith

Tri-Port Minor Baseball hosted the BC Minor Baseball Coaches Caravan April 4 at the

Port Hardy Civic Centre.

Coaches Caravan
makes stop in Hardy

By Kathy O’Reilly
Tri-Port Minor Baseball
hosted the BC Minor Base-
ball Coaches Caravan April
4.

The Caravan is geared
towards local association
coaches, parents and play-
ers, working together with
the Caravan coaches. The
Caravan coaches provide
the adults with simple drills

and games they can use in
practice and at home with
the players, emphasizing
the importance of positivity,
fun and dialogue around the
game. BC Minor Baseball
sent three of their coaches,
all with extensive playing/
coaching experience. “We
had about 20 athletes in the
first group (S5U - 9U age
groups), along with many

Photo — Trish Fossum

parents, some of whom have
volunteered to coach this
season,” said Tri-Port Minor
Baseball’s Trish Fossum.

“The second group con-
sisted of about 15 athletes
(11U - 15U age groups),
again with some parents and
coaches participating with
them,” Fossum said.

The Caravan coaches went
through the basics of throw-
ing, hitting and fielding with
the players and parents, pro-
viding them with key teach-
ing points and simple drills.

“Many parents expressed
their gratitude for this
unique event, as it gave
them valuable knowledge to
be able to play with and of-
fer some instruction to their
children.”

Tri-Port Minor Baseball is
fortunate to have had this
opportunity.

“This was one of 27 stops
in the province and the Car-
avan coaches had a long day
of travel to get here,” Fos-
sum said.

“Also, a huge thank you to
all the players, parents and
coaches who participated,
as well as the Port Hardy
Lion’s Club for donating the
space for the event.”

North Island Reflections-

e (ﬂc@

A juvenile Bald Eagle coming in for a landing. Photo by Robin Quirk, Robin’s Eye
Photography. If you have a photo you would like to share with our readers please
email publisher @northislandeagle.com.

This week’s Reflection sponsored by ...

MONDAY: CLOSED .

“&8N TUESDAY: LIMITED MENU 4pm - 8pm

1 FRIDAY: KIDS EAT FREE FRIDAY. 12eu-8pm
SATURDAY: PITAS 20% OFF 12om-8pwm
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Who you gonna

North Island Business Directory

Call?

FIDELI PEDORTHIC
.qurtH% :

Shoe & Boot Repair

Loggln Meindl - Blundstone -
Bglrkenstack & More

9:30am - 2pm Tuesday - Saturday
Market Stree't next to Credit Union

STRYKER
ELECTRONICS LTD.

Communication & Navigation Equnpment
Marine Electronics & Supplies
Refrigeration

SALES - SERVICE

Tel: (250) 949-8022

Fax: (250) 949-8077

E-mail: info@strykerelectronics.com
www.strykerelectronics.com

Toll Free: 1-888-839-8022

6710 Hardy Bay Rd
Box 169, Port Hardy
B.C. VON 2P0

Port McNeill

#22 - 1705

Campbell Way
Wednesday 1-7
Friday.8:30-5:30

NEILL
CHIROPRACTIC

pm-chiropractic.ca Dr. Martin Barker ~250 900 1090

Who you gonna call? G

Want to promote your business?
Call: 250-949-0337

or email: publ|sher@north|slandeagle com

MIKE BROWN
7070 Market st
Port Hardy, B.C.
250.902.7050

mike@bsfloors.ca
www.bsfloors.ca

COx ®O0r™ WG ==

danielle@dkfbooks.ca
250-902-7027

dkfbooks.ca

BOOKKEEPING
S RVICES LTD

4-7035 Market Street, Port Hardy

denture
Michelle Lee - RD.RDT.BA Denturist

Denturist is a denture specialist

8405 Byng Road, Port Hardy (Pioneer Inn) 250.327.1221
www.avecdentureclinic.ca

The North Island Eagle... :&r

Q\\Y_‘K\
\“ =
To have your business be part of
our positive message call 250-949-0337
or email publisher@northislandeagle.com

¥ The North Island
e % Celebrating ‘True North Island’ Life

www.northislandeagle.com Facebook: @northislandeagle

info@melanconstruction.ca

www.melanconstruction.ca

It’s time to

~ book ahead for

the new year!

William Melan: 250-618-7410
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classifieds/marketplace

12-foot aluminium boat

comes with electric motor

and new oars. $600 OBO.
250-878-6625

14-foot Glastron fibreglass
boat, seats four, 40hp Suzu-
ki, 40hp trolling motor, four
life jackets, downriggers,
hand-held marine radio and
more. $5,000.
250-281-2281

LUND WC-14 boat ¢/w 9.9
Johnson motor, trailer, seats,
oars, rod holders, NAV lights
and more. Asking $7,800.
250-956-3300

3288 Bayliner, twin 4-cyl-
nder diesels. $25,000.
250-306-4417

15-amp male to 30-amp fe-
male RV or boat plug adapt-
er cord. 18 inches long
with a twist lock for $25.
250-949-0118

Skookum stainless steel hali-
but harpoon. $50.
250-949-0118

Baby Big John downrigger
has a 14-inch arm with a
pulley on the end. Has a
five-inch reel with handle
and a brake and a mount-
ing bracket. Very cute and
would be good for a small
boat in a lake. $25.
250-949-0118

Long line or halibut block,
cost $500+ will sell for $200.
250-949-0118

3 Hardy Silex Steelhead
reels in mint condition, 1
new. Serious inquiries only.

250-949-7630

11ft3in. Lamiglas steelhead
fishing rod. Mint condition.
$225 firm.

250-902-8413
Scotty downrigger with 17-
inch arm with a pulley on
the end. Has a brake and
mounting bracket and count-
er and all works fine. $50.

250-949-0118

Coming Events

Connection
Commraderie
Community

Are you looking to add
more purpose, and
excitement to your day?

Thursday’s at 7:00 PM
Port McNeill Old School

Fishing

3-foot halibut gaff hook,

stainless steel. Cost $70

will sell for $35.
250-949-0118

Furniture

i®

NTInXN-INOZ—XTunNX
MmMm—O0 WT<ZTO0OLVLLOrrwW=IMD»OU

McLary antique wood and

coal stove for sale $1,200.

Good condition.
250-702-2727

Mechanics

Super heavy duty 15-inch
crescent wrench with a rub-
ber grip. Cost §75. Will sell
for $35.

250-949-0118

16, 34 inch Craftsman
sockets, range from 1
inch to 2 inch, 3 inch
20-inch 5649 Proto
ratchet and extensions, a
15 inch, a 7 inch, and a
4 inch. Cost over $1,000,
now $350.
250-949-0118

Coming Events

The Seniors Advocate is
presenting at Hardy Bay
Seniors on April 17th at
1:00. No fee but register
at hardybayseniors@gmail.
om

o

Miscellaneous

50-ft heavy duty extension
cord with three plug ins on
one end that light up. Cost
over $100. Will sell for
$40.

250-949-0118

Simonize 10-inch random
orbit polisher/waxer, like
new with carrying case.
$90 new will take $30.
250-949-0118

Services

Red seal journeyman elec-
trician looking for small,
residential jobs. 30+ years
experience. Reasonable
rates. All quotes are free.
Call Jesse.

236-255-2238

PALMISTRY, TAROT AND
PSYCHIC READINGS with
Roxanne. Clear and con-
cise help in all areas of
your life. Sessions avail-
able by phone or in person
(Malcolm Island). Healing-
Search.com
604-902-3881

Local 3D printing in Port
McNeill.

403-620-0033

Electric yard art and land-
scaping services. Specializ-
ing in outdoor feature light-
ing, water ponds, custom
garden fountains and water-
fall features, underground
sprinkler systems, drain-
age pipes, fencing repairs,
raised garden beds, green-
houses, walkways, landscap-
ing maintenance and waste
removal. Consultations and
design quotes are free.
236-255-2238

Miscellaneous

Arrow canopy, from a Ford
Ranger, fire red, 6 foot
long, 2 feet high and four
and a half feet wide. Excel-
lent condition, no scratch-
es. Asking $600.
250-884-4286

Great big monster gaff
hook, 4 foot long, eight
inches across at the hook,
stainless steel, cost $100
will sell for $50.
250-949-0118

Washing machine, GE

commercial grade, with all

original paperwork. In very
good condition. $350.

250-949-8655
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To have your business be part of
our positive message call 250-949-0337

or email publisher@northislandeagle.com

The North Island

EAGLE

Celebrating ‘“True North Island’ Life

www.northislandeagle.com Facebook: @northislandeagle
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ROYAL E!:‘,ﬂgg Royal LePage Advance Realty
I 4-7035 Market Street, Port Hardy, BC

Helping you is what we do. 250'949'723 1

FEATURE PROPERTIES OF THE WEEK

Lot 10 Ingersoll, Quatsino $350,000 MLS® # 1030996

Lot 10 Ingersoll on Quatsmo Sound. 2. 59 acres with F=10/0/(0)4 200ft of Iow bank easy ocean-
front access. The 3 year old fumished cabin offers 840sqft of living space with 3 bedrooms
and woodstove. Kitchen and bathroom are ready for new owner to install. The cabin is wired
and ready for a power system. There is an easement to a shared well on Lot 12 or altemate
water collection could be investigated from creek on the property. Access to the property is
from Coal Harbour or Port Alice by boat or by limited Forest Service Road from Port Alice.

1111 Nigei Street, PortAllce $659 000 MLS®# 1031021

INVESTOR ALERT! Bring your sweat equity to realize the full potential of this two titled
offering - 24 room hotel & separate title for the parking lot. The hotel has offered in the past
a 123 seat pub, 36 seat lounge, 44 seat restaurant and 50 seat banquet room. Currently
needing a lot of love to get it back to operating condition. 1.68 acres, tons of parking.
Mountain and ocean views from many rooms. This property is located next to the Post
office, grocery store and other retail stores.

Are you thinking of selling? Now is the time!

If you are considering selling your home, now is the perfect time to make your move.

With a significant shortage of homes on the market, your property could be in high demand, potentially
leading to a quicker sale and competitive offers.

Buyers are actively searching and with fewer homes available, your listing could stand out more than ever.
Take advantage of this opportunity to maximize your return and work with one of our Realtors ® to
navigate the process smoothly.

Don’t wait! The market is calling for homes like yours!

The market is calling for homes like yours!

To view all our listings go to porthardyrealestate.net

Friday, April 10, 2026

Sandra Masales
Cell: 250-902-9271

Melanie McRann
Cell: 778-886-5219

Ronnie (Veronica) Sam
Cell: 250-527-0036

Johan Olsen
Cell: 250-209-9667




